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rshall Team, Coache :

ns Die In Plane Crash

Flaming Debris All That Remains. ..

Gov. Moore Declares At Scene:

‘Tragedy Of Highest Degree’

By JACK HARDIN  camt be happening. Why do

2 7 s

“4 tagedy of e highest s, 088 - el e’
degree.” friends.”

Gov. Arch A. Moore, Jr.
slood at the scene and lis-
tened as names of non-team
members were read to him.

“Na..... Ch, God, No. This

The state’s chief executive,
afler leaving the scene, said
it would probably be eight ar
nine hours before the bodies
can be taken, not until day-

List Of Player
Believed Aboard

This ia a travel list of players and coachss
for Marshall University’s football game Saturday
with East Carolina University at Greenville, N.C,,
released by the university:

Jim Adams, Manstield, Chio; Tom Howard,
Cullodén, W. Va.; Bobby Hill, Dallas, Texas;
Scoity Reese, Waco, Texas; Kevin Gilmore, Har-
tison, N. J.; Ted Shoebridge, Lyndhurst, N. J.

Stuart, Cottrell, Eustis, Fla.; Al Saylor, Cuya-
hoga Falls, Ohm, Mark Andrews, Cincinnati,
Ohio: Rx,n..' Damlnger. Mt. Vernon, Ohio Robert

anfgm Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Freddy Wilson, Tus-
alogs2, Ala.; Dennis Blemm Bluefield, W. Va.

Larry Brown, Atlants, Ga.: Willy Bluford,
Greenwod S.C; Sanders, Tuscaloosa,
g:‘.}; TO?, Bvrown,[‘z!'ltxcl}ﬂx:ond Va.; Tom Zhorill,

mon: a.; 1) Passaic, N.J. J
Hood, Tusealooes, ga. % %

' Bob HarrLs Cmcinnati Ohio: Allen Skeens,
Ravenswaod W. Va.; Mike Blnke Hunﬂngton,
Matcelit *Lajterman, ggldh '} Nox-

iell, Hj bgi;la;hNY Ps,tterson, I.ﬂul-sburg.
gogé r on, Greensboro, N.C., David De-

Ruge.r Vsmver Russell, Ry.; John Young,
B on, W.Va.; Rick Lech Columbus, Ohio,
Gazy George, Charleston, W. Va. Dave Griffith,
%&r ille, gl:ildkr% tstsmback Ne:lport News,
} Bogfr ers, Albam Donald: Tacks
P: ,r Ba&’ly g

Coaches

BIgK’ Tolley, Jim “Shorty” Moss, Al"'Ca
rrank I:bm Deke Brackett, sz Schroer and D

break can a thorough search

be conducted.

Special identification feams
from “the Stale Police at
Charleston are en route to
the scene, the governor said,
and they will conducl investi-
gﬂm processes on the bod-

“All that have been found
are burned beyond m:ogm-
tion,™ he said. The bodies
witl be remaved.to an airport
m::g;r and National Guard

and other emergency
vehicles were available fo
transfer the bodies.

The governor said some re-

GOV, ARCH A. MOORE AT SCENE

ports indicated the plane hit
2 hillside west of the Tunway,
bounced off and exploded in
mid-air before crashing.

Other reports said the plane
first exploded, then hit the
hillside, bounced into the air,
and then crashed.

Harry Halfen, who owns a

“farm on the other side:of the

hiil, and his family were out
dn the barnyard at the time
of the crash and saw the
plane, and remarked, “He's
fiying too low.”

They then saw a flash of
fire.

75 Believed
Aboard Plane;
Airline Silent

A chartered jet airliner cartying the Mar-
shall University football team, coaches and a
number of prominent Huntington residents
crashed in flames on its approach to Tri-State
Airport Saturday evening.

There were no survivors,

Southem Airways of Atlanta, Ga., said its
two-engine DC-9 was carrying 70 passengers
and five crewmen,

The plane was returning the Marshall
football players, most of the coaching staff
and a group of supporters from Creenville,
N. C., where East Carolina University defeated
the Marshall team Saturday atternoon.

The crash occurred about 7:45 p. m.
less than a mile west of Tri-State Airport.
Weather conditions were poor and light rain
was; falling.

* The Herald-Advertiser's Jack Hardin, the
first reporter at the scene some 250 yards east
of W. Va. 75 south of Kenova, said:

“There’s nothing here but charred bod-
ies. It's terrible.”

Bodies and wreckage were scattered over

2 wide area.

GCov. Arch A. Moore Jr. and Dr. Donald
N. Dedmon, Marshall's acting president, rush-
ed fo the scene.

Hardin reported a piece of the plane was
found on a hillside about.a half-mile from the
principal crash site. He said sections of bodies
also were reported found there, too. Searchers
were combing the hillside ear|y this mormng
with the aid of flares.

At 12:10 a. m,, the first bodies were
placed on National Guard- trucks. They were
being taken to-the National Guard Armory at
the airport, where a.temporary. 'morgue was
established. Hardin-said recovery crews were
running short of bags to hold the bodies.

Southern Airways at Atlanta said it did
not have a passenger list, and refused to iden-
tify the crewmen pendmg notification of next
of kin

. The tragedy was “the worst domestic air
crash this year,” a Federal Aviation Agency
spokesman in Washington said, and it was de-
scribed as one of the worst in history involving
an athletic team.

The crash also was the worst in West Vir-
ginia air travel history.

Charles Dodrill, president of Tri-State
Airport Authority, said if the plane were in
its normal approach pattern coming info the
airport, it would have had its nose slightly up,
traveling at a speed of about 160 miles an
hour at the point where:it-crashed.

A nearby resident, Mrs, Larry Bailey of
1926 Coal Branch. Road told Hardin she saw
the jet coming down She said -she heard an
explosion and “the plane “seemed to come
down flat.”

The Herald-Advertiser'sDavid A. Peyton
reported by radio-telephone that he had walk-

ed completely around the-scene and “every»

thing is charred beyond belief.".

Peyton said it appeared an area: abou200 -

feet in diameter had been leveled and. small
fires were still buring. He said orily -the
plane’s two jet engmes and a section of wing
were recognizable. "Wreckage is scattered
over the place. People who were here

..Of Chartored Afsling:

it happened said they heard one big ‘thud’ and
that was all.”

The heat from the wreckage was hamper-
ing recovery efforts. The scene was described
as chaotic. Great numbers of people swarmed
through thick underbrush to reach the scene
during the first two hours. State police were
clearing everybody, including newsmen, from
the area by 10 p. m.

A Tri-State Airport ‘employe returning
from the scene said, “Bodies are stacked in a
big heap, all of them charred. There can't be
anyone alive.”

Police said every ambulance within a 10-
mile radius was alerted; Cabell - Huntington
Hospital asked visitors.to l¢ave, and sealed off
its entrarices in gearing for fhe emergency,

but it soon became apparent there would be

Nno survivors.

Hardin and Peyton described the scene as
horrifying. “There are charred pieces of bodies
all over the place,” Hardin said. Peyton said
he had counted 12 forms that were recogniz-
able as bodies, but that he saw pieces of bod-
ies, bones and limbs scattered throughout the
area.

Many of the bodies had been covered
with white plastic by firemen and other emer-
gency authorities at the scene.

Cov. Moore arrived at the scene shortly
after 10 p. m.

A ten-man investigative team from the
National Transportation Satety Board was dis-
patched from Washington late Saturday night,
according to board chairman john H. Reed.

Less than two months ago, on Oct. 3, one
of two chartered planes carrying the Wichita

_University football team, coaches, boosters

and others, crashed in the mountains of Colo-
rado, killing 31 persons, including 13 foot-
ball players.

Traffic was being turned away from the
airport at the foot of the road leading up the
hill to the terminal.

Southiern Airways released a statement

Aar 10:20 b. m. indicating here were 70 pas-

ngers anoard. Southern said it was the first
in ifs 21 years of operahon_ :

Fiftelen bodies were found;near‘a séction
(Please Turn To Page(13)

These reporte
~ed:

25 Fans,
Officials
On List

Some 25 persons not
on the official Marshall
University football team
travel list were believed
to have been among the
victims of Saturday
night’s Lraglxc crash,

ly includ-

Cliarles E, Kautz, the
MU athletic director.

Michael R, Prestera,
208 Forest Road, a
former president of ‘the

Big Green Club and a
delegate-elect w the
West Virginla Legisla-
ture.

Dr. Herbert D. (Peté_
Proctor and hiw wife
Courtney, 206 Mille:
Road.

Dr. Ray R. Hagley
and his- wife, Shirley,
2980 Staunton Road.

Dr. Joseph E. Cham
bers and his wife, Peg
gy, 1781 Woodward Ter
race.

E. O. (Happy) Heafh

and his p}ely Eleine,
301 W. 11th Ave.

Dr. Glenn H. Preston
and his wife, Phyl]is.
1168 Woodland Drive.

Clt Cuuncuman

his

1l Ralsten and
wife. Hele.n 1510 Wash-
.ington Blvd.

James R, Jasw =11 and




