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Lament For Crash Dead Reflects Grief Of City

“This town died wday M

With that cry, a purse at
Huntingten Hospital reflected
the grief at Marshall University
and its home city after Saturday
night’s crash of a Southern Air-
ways chartered DCY carrying

others.

Among those on the plane, in
addition fo the players, coach-
ing staff and boosters, wm‘e
three i

Most wept openly. Some fell

praying Lord,. kumbaya.”
Friends had fo carry young
Mrs, Roger Childers from a
Huntington hospital, where she
l:ed_,wne “hoping for a mira-

Childers had been a Marshall
linebacker, but suffered a head
mJury He successfully under-

their wives, a newly elzclad

city councilman, two past prm-
dents of the Marshall athletic

a school of 8,500 and a city of
78,000 went into mourning.

At midnight, about 400 stus
dents and cilizens joined hands
haemm&mﬁaluwiu,

Worst Air
Disaster
For W. Va.

: rm Associated Press

The tragle trash near Tri-
Btate Saturday nlghtofncih:

game was the worst air disaster
ln West. Vnrginu ‘Tistory.

The Southern Airways DC9
skimmed the top of a ridge near
the West Virginia-Kentucky bor-
der before cartwheeling info a
second hill, just two miles from
the alrpon mmuy mt of Hun-
tinglon, killing all persons

ahoard,

Prior to the Tri - Sfate dis-
. aster, the worst crash of an air-
plane in the Mountain State had
been the one invalving a Pied-

v, 1968.

.In the Piedmont crash, 32 per-

sons were killed outright when

the plane came in from

tuh early in the day and crash-
short of the runway, and

three persons later died of in-
S,

':":Bryant Replacing Prestera
. As Planning Group Head

TiaEIe

Louis N. Bryamol iton,
.chairman of the Lawrence
“County Board of Commission-
grs, will act as interim chari-
fian of the K:'va Interstate
Phnmnz

‘iiundnghm. the chairman of

lhllﬁ‘ Bryant. will become
Sacting chairman by virtue of
this vice-chairmanship of the
" commission.

Other officers are H. Glenn
Fogle of Kenova, a Wayne
County Court member, secre-
tary, and Ashland Mayor

brain surgery
dnrlng the summer and while
xeeoverlug was serving as Stu
;dni..'.‘ Pz;naw. hoping to
the ing team again
someday.

At a makeshift treatment cen-
ter in the school’s physical edu-
cation building, doctors and
nurses treated students ia
shock.

“Alex, please come back ...
please come back,” a coed

screamed as she lay on one of |

lt:mtuumutuplnmun-

“God what has happened?”
another coed cried.
In hallways oulside, secreta-

Charles H. Gam'ell. treasur-
er,

Mr. Crabtree said a meet-
ing scheduled for Tuesday
has been cancelled. “A meet-
ing will be scheduled in the
near future when the nomi-
pating committee will recom-
mend the new officers,” he
said.

Mr. Prestera, a Huntington
trucking executive, had been
Kyova's chairman sioce its
organization in 1968, Creation
of the planning commission
followed a I5-year effort by
him to have Huntington-Ash-
land-Ironton leaders work in
unison on regionaldype prob-
lems and needs,

Mr. Prestera won election
in the Nov. 3 balloting to the
House of Delegates (D-Cabell
County)s

ries and football coaches sat
staring and crying. Most of
their bosses were aboard the
twin-engine jet. Head coach
Rick Tolley, and athletic direc-
tor Charles Kautz, were among
the dead.

dead.

At nearby Cabell-Huntington
Hospital, citizens and students
were ushered to a conference
room. They had come late in
the night, looking, hoping, for
survivors.

At least 10 of them crumpled
to the floor when the cordoned--
off hospital, primed for caring
far suevivors, remained quiet.

There were no injured.

‘Three. Huntingion
physicians—Dr. Ray Hagley, a
past president of the Marshall
alumni association; Dr. H. D.
Proctor and Dr. Joseph Cham-
bers—were aboard the plane
with their wives. So were Dr.
Glenn H. Preston, a well known
Huntington dentist, and bis wife.

Other passengers included

city wuncﬂman

‘wealthy Huntington trucking ex-
ecutive who was elected Nov. 3

to the West Virginia Legisla-
ture.

The voaches, players and
boosters who died were among
those who, in the last two years,
bad rallied in support of Mar-
shall. It was a tough two-year
period—when the school went 27
games without a victory, was
expelted from its conference for
recruiting violations, and saw
iis head coach removed for al-
leged irregularities.

It was those who had
spearheaded drives that raued
stsoum for scholarship funds

ind pressured the West Virginia
!egulamre into releasing $1
million for an artificiel playing
surface.

At the alrport at nearby Keno-
va, the wife of television sports-
caster Ken Jomes and their
three children were in the
crowd awaiting the return of the
chartered plane.

They waited and watched in
the cold night air as the big jet
lazily circled beneath low, dark
rain clouds, making its final ap-
proach.

Their gaze turned to horror
when the jet disappeared behind )
a hill, followed by a brilliant
flash and a mushroom of black
smoke.

In  Charleston, newsmen
awailed another telephone call
from Jeff Nathan, sports editor
of Marshall's siudent newspa-
per. He had called the Sunday
Gazette-Mail sports desk earlier
after the game from Greenville,
N.C., and gave skeichy accounts
of the action.

But he said he had to hurry,
“I don't have too much time.
Our plape is leaving rlghl lmy ¢
and P'll have to hurry.”
ed as he hung up, “The phnels
leaving, Pl call when we land.”

From a Huntington telephone
booth Saturday night, Rich Tag-
lang, a junior football player,
told his parents in Bethlehem,
Pa,, that he was alive.

‘Taglang was late Friday whea

the ulephom “Nobody eise is
o+ they're all dead.”

Artists Series Called Off

City, Courthouse
Offices Are Shut,
Events Canceled

. By BOB WITHERS

Several government offices,
meetings and luncheons will
be closed or cancelled here
today and Tuesday as Tri-
State Area residenfs mourn
the loss of most of the Mar-
shall University foothall team
and coaching staff and sever-
al hboosters in the tragie
plane crash near Tri-State
Airport Salurday night,
City Hall and all Cabell

- County_offices v
for the two-day period, it was mmy
“announced Sunday. The Ca-

bell Court signed an order
closing eounty offices at a
special meeting called for

nounced that all classes at
the university would be su-
spended on Monday and Tues-
day. Cabell County's schools
will be in session as usual,
however, Superintendent Wil-
lis Hertig told The Herald-

tch. Mr. Hertig said
that the board had not au-
thorized the closing of the
schools. .

Dr. J. Bernard Poindexter,
president of the Huntington
Board of Park Commission-
ers, said Sunday that Park
Board offices would be closed
Monday. Also, all flags on
park property will be flown
at half mast ontil further no-
tice.

clude a Huntington East High
School football banquet pre-
viously scheduled for 6:30
pm. Friday and an inifiation
ceremony of new members
into Kappa Delta Phi soroti-
ty, which was set iot 730

pm. Friday in the North
Parlor of MU’s Old Main.
Eight New Careers classes,
sponsored by the Southwest.
ern Communily Action Coun-
cil, set for Tuesday, were
cancelled but will resume
‘Thursday, The monthly lun-
cheon meeting of the commu-
nity affairs department of the
Huntington Woman’s Club, set
for noon Wednesday, was also
cancelled.
Meauwhlle, flags vu.ll he
it ~half-staff-

Gnrtrxll md cx;y officials
will OUrning.
Ironton cny Mger James

The sisters of St. Marys
Hospital announced Sunday
that a memorial mass will be
conducted at 3 p.m. today in
the hospital chapel for the
crash victims.

The exectifive committee
along with members of the
board of trustees of the

Marshall , Inc., have
decided In view of the period
of mourning at Marshall Unis
versity lo cancel tonight's
concert featuring Paul Maur-
iatt. Those holding fickets
should retain them and not
discard them as will be
honored at a later date.

‘The vice president-manager
of the corporation, Curtis
Baxter, is making every ef-
fort to veschedule this con-

cert mn.

mhngwn Anduban
Sodety has cancelled
ing scheduled for wmgm at
Marshall Univemty

Coeds Attend Memorial Services Snnday On Marshall Campul-

‘Poor Visibility, Emotional

Students Cause Overfllghfs

Below minimum  weather

conditions 39 minutes after

the crash of the chartered
Southern Airways jetliner
near Tri - Stale Airport and
emotional Marshall University
students were the reasons for
overflights at the field by
fowr airline flights Saturday
night.

Piedmont Airlines flight 84
from Chicago was due to land
at Tri-State Airport at 8:24
Saturday night—just 3 min-
utes after the nearest approx-
imate time of the crash that
claimed the lives of most of
the Marshall football team,
its coaching staff and several
z\;mmem Huntington  resi-

A Piedmont spokesman said
Sunday night that the tower
was reporting visibility at
{hree-eights of a mile at the
time of the scheduled landing.
Minimum visibility for an in-
strument landing at Tri-State
is three quarters of a mile.

Eastern Air Lines cancelled
the landings of flights 657
from Newark at 8:25 pam.
and 651 from at

ous operation to try and land

the flights.
“Also, FAA likes to check
out all the landing aids before

. they are used again after a

crash such as the one Satur-
day night" . Dillard ex-
plained. :
Al)ughwy Air Lines flight
515 from Pittsburgh was can-
celled after the crash but thu
action was atiributed to
weather conditions by an Al—
legheny Sunday

11:35 p.m. as a safety factor,
according to Robert Dillard,
Eastern station manager,
“There were a lot of emo-
tional Marshall students all
over the ramps and taxiways
trying to locate the crash of
the team plane and we just
decided it would be a danger-

night,

State's Grief
‘More Than Our
Share’ - Hechler

WASHINGTON — “Our
bearts go out to the families
of those who were lost, as
Marshall University and the
entire community weep for
their sons and daughters,”
Rep, Ken Hechler, D-W. Va.,
said of the plane tragedy that
killed 75 at TrisState Airport
in Huntington Saturday.

“In the past few years,”
Rep. Hechler added, “West
Virginia has had more. than
our share of grief-laden disas-
ters — the Silver Bridge,
Farmington and now this
most poignantly personat

.kagedy which affects. every

“Yet mmahow tragedy ale
myl bﬂw out the hest in
of 03, in unselfishe

determination to

future with confidence. Out of
these ashes; the indomitable
spirit of Marshall will rise fo

new heights.
* Ehe Saddened and sobered
dty :mehnam will move

neeomphdz will honor - the
memories of those -we- have
"L:." Rep. Hechh: -conclnd:




