
Economic 
pressures of the 
Depression and 

World War II 
caused the 

e�ective cost of 
postage to go 

up. Stamp 
prices then 

stayed at 3¢ for 
a quarter 

century, slowly 
losing value the 

entire time. 

Between 1885 
and World

War I, a 
first-class 

stamp cost 2¢. 
That’s between 
69¢ and 78¢ in 
today’s money.
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The rise in postal rates will be the sixth price 
increase in as many years. 

For 31 months between January 2019 and 
August 2021, the cost of mailing a first-class 
letter held steady at 55¢. It was then raised 
six times in less than three years — to 58¢ in 
August 2021, to 60¢ in July 2022, to 63¢ in 
January 2023, to 66¢ in July 2023, to 68¢ in 
January 2024 and then to 73¢ in July 2024. It 
increased to the current price of 78¢ last July.

Here are the price increases the post o�ce 
says will go into e�ect this weekend: 

In addition, the post 
o�ce has already raised 
rates this year for Ground 
Advantage and Priority 
Mail and will raise post 
o�ce box rental fees.

Sources: “The United States Postal Service: An American 
History” by the O�ce of the Historian of the U.S. Postal 

Service, U.S. Postal Service, CPI Inflation Calculator

For the record, the post 
o�ce receives no tax 
money. All of its operat-
ing expenses come from 
the sale of postal 
products and services.

AS INFLATION RISES,
SO DO POSTAGE RATES

THE

REAL
COST OF
STAMPS

PRICES ADJUSTED
TO 2026 DOLLARS

ACTUAL
PRICES

1885
Actual: 2¢
Adjusted: 69¢

1863

1865

1883
Actual: 4¢
Adjusted: $1.32

1878
Actual:

6¢
Adjusted:

$2.00

1882
Actual:

6¢
Adjusted:

$1.96

Actual: 6¢
Adjusted: $1.23

Actual: 6¢
Adjusted: $1.59

1897
Actual: 2¢
Adjusted: 80¢

1917
Actual: 3¢
Adjusted: 78¢

1919
Actual: 2¢
Adjusted: 38¢

1932
Actual: 3¢
Adjusted: 73¢

1958 Actual: 4¢
Adjusted: 46¢

1963 Actual: 5¢
Adjusted: 54¢

1968 Actual: 6¢
Adjusted: 57¢

1971 Actual: 8¢
Adjusted: 66¢

Inflation 
galloped 

through the 
1970s and 

1980s. Stamp 
prices were 

raised from 8¢ 
to 13¢ on

Dec. 31, 1975 
— the 

biggest 
one-time 
jump until 

2019.

Stamp prices increased every 
year between 2006 and 2009.

2016
Price

lowered
from 49¢

to 47¢

1919
Price
lowered
from 3¢
to 2¢

1883
Price lowered
from 6¢ to 4¢
1885
Price lowered
from 4¢ to 2¢

July 12, 2026   82¢

1975
Actual: 13¢
Adjusted: 80¢

1981
Actual: 18¢
Adjusted: 66¢

1988 Actual: 25¢
Adjusted: 70¢

1995 Actual: 32¢
Adjusted: 70¢

2002 Actual: 37¢
Adjusted: 68¢

2014 Actual: 49¢
Adjusted: 69¢

2024 Actual: 73¢
Adjusted: 78¢

2019 Actual: 55¢
Adjusted: 72¢

Mailing a postcard or a letter
1 ounce or less overseas

78¢
82¢

74¢
78¢

29¢
29¢

61¢
65¢

$1.70
$1.75

Mailing a first-class
letter 1 ounce or less or

the price of a Forever stamp

Mailing a
metered letter
1 ounce or less

Each additional
ounce for mailing
a first-class letter

Mailing a
postcard to

a U.S. address

The U.S. Postal Service announced in April it 
would raise the price of mailing a first-class 

letter from 78 cents to 82 cents. The new
rates take e�ect Sunday, July 12.   

Perhaps this seems like a big increase to you. 
Perhaps it doesn’t. Either way, when you adjust 
for inflation, the price to mail a first-class letter 

isn’t much higher than it was 125 years ago.
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