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Robert Whipps seeking third
term to Jordan City Council

obert C. Whipps

is seeking a third

term to the Jor-

dan City Council

this November. He was first

elected in 2016, and was
re-elected again in 2020.

Whipps grew up in Jor-

dan, and after completing

law school and marrying

his wife Stephanie, they

returned to Jordan to start

If elected, what back-
ground, experience or
skills can you bring to the
table to benefit the posi-
tion and community?

I work as an Assistant Le Sueur
County Attorney, a city attorney
for Montgomery, and work in the
private practice of law. I have
been a member of the Jordan Fire
Department for 6+ years.

their family. They have
three children, Lincoln, 6,
Luella, 4, and Olivia, 2.
Whipps is currently employed as an Assis-
tant Le Sueur County Attorney.

What made you want to run for
city council?

I have eight years of experience on coun-
cil. Tadd value and a unique perspective to
the council. I am financially conservative,
question spending, and use my vote to keep
our community’s taxes low.

I am a critical thinker and try to examine
issues from each side’s perspective. I am not
afraid to speak up on difficult issues or say
“no” when it is required. At the end of the
day, I try my best to use my vote for what
I believe is in the best interest of our com-
munity.

Robert Whipps

Is there anything you
think the city needs or ar-

eas that could be improved?

The city is doing a great job. We contin-
ue to offer new amenities. Our growth is
outpacing our spending which has led to a
reduced tax rate. The 169 Interchange will
be a welcome addition and should foster fur-
ther commercial growth opportunities.

If elected, how would you engage
or communicate with residents to
ensure their voices are heard at the
council table?

I am regularly around town and have
many interactions in person. I encourage

people with issues to attend our meetings or
send me an email.

Q&A with Jordan City Council
candidate Jonathan Pho

onathan Pho, a 12-year res-
ident of Jordan, is running
for Jordan City Council
this November.

Pho said he is running to give
back to the community and “help
represent our residents in the next
phase of our growth in Jordan.”

“We have been rapidly grow-
ing the last few years and it
shows with the growth in our
schools and the growth of busi-

Is there anything you
think the city needs or
areas that could be im-

proved?
We could do better at at-
tracting new  businesses

whether it’s restaurants or re-
tail. It would help attract vis-
itors and keep our residents
within our town without al-
ways having to leave town to

nesses and construction happen-
ing in our city,” Pho said. “So
my goal is to help bring the goals
and concerns of the residents and businesses
in our city to the table.”

If elected, what background, ex-
perience or skills can you bring to
the table to benefit the position and

community?

My background in IT as a software engi-
neer could be helpful in how we analyze our
goals and concerns. I’'m used to having to
look at the full picture before making rash de-
cisions and then having to communicate our
decisions across all stakeholders concerned.
My goal would be to communicate how we
came to our decisions and make sure the com-
munity understands why we made the deci-

Jonathan Pho

get what they need. I would
love to see our downtown area
get a little more foot traffic
and it would be good for our
city as a whole.

If elected, how would you engage
or communicate with residents to
ensure their voices are heard at the

council table?

I’m a very approachable person whether it’s
at a community event if ’'m just out and about
running errands. I welcome people approach-
ing me. Outside of those events residents are
welcome to email me or set up a time to meet
with me. I will take the time to make sure we
can meet because we all live in this city and
we all should work together to meet our goals
of making our city the best it can be.

sion we did.

Q&A with Casey Shannon, Jordan City Council candidate

asey Shannon is running

for Jordan City Council.

Shannon has been a resi-

dent of Scott County for
more than 20 years, and has lived in
Jordan for the past two years.

What made you want to

run for city council?

I want to make a meaningful dif-
ference in our community. I’ve come
to really appreciate the unique char-
acter of Jordan and believe my expe-
rience can contribute to its continued
growth and improvement.

If elected, what back-
ground, experience or skills
can you bring to the table to
benefit the position and com-
munity?

I bring a strong background in
business, project management, and
IT leadership. With over 20 years
of experience managing teams, bud-
gets, and technology solutions, I
am confident that my skills in prob-
lem-solving, strategic planning, and
decision-making would help Jordan
navigate its future challenges and op-
portunities.

Is there anything you think
the city needs or areas that

could be improved?

One of my primary concerns is en-
suring responsible spending of tax-
payer money. I believe in being fis-
cally responsible while still investing
in areas that will enhance the quality
of life for Jordan residents. We need
to prioritize projects that deliver long-
term benefits to the community with
minimal usage of TIF (Tax Increment
Financing) and tax increases.

If elected, how would you
engage or communicate with
residents to ensure their voic-
es are heard at the council ta-
ble?

I plan to maintain an active online
presence, providing a dedicated web-
page where residents can easily find
city updates, contact information, and
submit their concerns or suggestions.
Additionally, I plan to hold regular
in-person meetings to stay connected
with the community and ensure open
lines of communication.

Casey Shannon

Jan Gilmer joins council race to find out

ilmer has lived in Jordan

for 22 years, and is run-

ning because she wants

to “know what makes this
city tick.”

“When we moved to the City of
Jordan, I wanted to learn more about
the city and was lucky to be appointed
to the Planning Commission. It gave
me a reason to learn the streets in our
community because I’d go out to look
at a property related to inquiries or re-
quests for variances and such. As my
career required more travel, I didn’t
run for a second term. However, now
that I’'m retired, I have the time and
am available to research, review and
invest in our city,” Gilmer said.

If elected, what background,
experience or skills can you
bring to the table to benefit

the position and community?
I started my career as a temporary
receptionist, knowing nothing about
the industry I was stepping into. Fast
forward to my retirement as a Senior
Business Consultant, I recognize and
respect each person and position it
takes to grow professionally and to
get a project successfully completed.
My experience includes implemen-
tation of new services, training of new
services and consulting on workflows,
project management, research and res-
olution or potentially research that re-
sults in designing a customized solu-
tion working in collaboration with the

client. My position required that a be
a good listener, to be able to recognize
many facets of a situation to identify
a solution, to hold or attend meetings
where it was important to work with
others to agree on a strategy to get
to the desired result, to manage tasks
from multiple people, multiple depart-
ments and sometimes additional third
party vendors; all in the goal of com-
pleting a successful project in a timely
and positive manner.

I think the city runs very similar to
a business, with the city council pro-
viding the guidance to city staff based
on resident input and established ordi-
nances and procedures.

Is there anything you think
the city needs or areas that

could be improved?

I have been attending the Jordan
City Council, Planning Commission
and Park and Recreation meetings for
the city of Jordan on a regular basis
for at least the last year and a half or
more. [ was attending mainly for an
informational purpose. I want to un-
derstand how our city works.

Sitting there listening to the discus-
sions makes me want to help improve
communication. When we had our
own newspaper, the Jordan Indepen-
dent, some of the topics would be-
come stories in the paper. However, I
felt there is always a side of the story
that was in a previous article or missed
or perhaps not heard.

Sitting in the front row at the meet-

ings, 1 often find it difficult to hear
what is being said amongst council
members and listening to a meeting
online is even more difficult to hear
the discussions.

There is a limit to public comment
of three minutes per person and that
comment period is not necessarily go-
ing to garner a solution from the coun-
cil but simply an acknowledgement of
the public’s comment.

I feel our residents are an often
overlooked asset of the city. We have
all generations; those who have lived
it and have the wisdom of experience;
those who bring new ideas and tech-
nologies to the table and even those
who are just trying to keep up with the
daily heartbeat. They each deserve to
be heard and have their concerns re-
sponded to either by city staff or city
council in a timely and professional
manner.

Additionally, without a local news-
paper, the city needs to find a solution
for providing information to the resi-
dents of all generations, which means
hardcopy in some cases. We certainly
can’t isolate residents from informa-
tion just because they don’t log into
a computer. We need a solution for
making city news public news to ev-
eryone.

My other concerns are with Annex-
ation and Business Growth. Jordan
needs orderly annexation agreements
to grow their commercial and industri-
al businesses. We need the full support
and backing of Scott County, along

“what makes this city tick”

with annexation agreements with the
townships. Unfortunately, recent deci-
sions by Scott County have put Jordan
in an unfavorable situation with the
anticipated growth boundaries and the
townships, which at this time affects
our industrial/commercial growth. I
feel this issue is as important, if not
more important, than the 169/282 in-
terchange.

Not being a business owner and not
being employed in the city, I don’t un-
derstand why Jordan has a reputation
of being “difficult to work” with as a
new business coming into Jordan or an
established business. I know the city
offers incentives for new businesses,
such as TIFS, and the EDA has created
programs to assist with enrichments of
property, signage and the like for ex-
isting businesses. I’d like to find the
source of that reputation and address it
so we can work toward a solution and
an easier path for business growth.

Perhaps post-mortem reviews of
cach application being submitted
should be made to recognize where
there are challenges or mistakes that
can be addressed. We all learn when
we recognize concerns or issues that
should have been addressed different-

ly.

If elected, how would you
engage or communicate with
residents to ensure their voic-
es are heard at the council ta-
ble?

I’'m in favor of residents having a
platform to be heard but also respect
the limited time and order of business
of a council meeting. I definitely need
to revisit the book Robert’s Rules of
Order as to what the structure of a pro-
ductive meeting should look like and
determine if there is more than one
format.

Knowing council meets twice a
month, perhaps there could be a for-
mat that would allow for more resi-
dent input. Our residents have a lot of
ideas and experiences they can bring
to the table and at the same time they
should be told their concern will be-
come an agenda item at the next meet-
ing, or to talk to a specific resource for
a solution, or that their message was
not going to be pursued.

It’s disheartening to watch public
come to a meeting with a message to
deliver and to leave without the op-
portunity to feel their message was
received by council. Communication
is the best way to move forward with
the understanding that we don’t have
to all agree but we should be able to
hold a respectful and productive dis-
cussion.

Lastly, as a city council member,
the city of Jordan will provide an
email for communications. I believe it
is necessary to separate personal and
city email exchanges and to be fully
transparent so city correspondence
should be through the city network.

Note: The candidate did not provide
a photo to run with the article.



