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TODAY
Mostly Cloudy

High: 69, Low: 60

TOMORROW

Few Showers

High: 70, Low: 61

Details, A2

Creedmoor

Roger Lee Gibson, 54

Henderson

Frank Thurston Fields Jr., 56

Geraldine Williams Jordan, 87

Maurice Lee Zimberg, 91

Orangeburg, S.C.

Peggy Grissom Crocker, 90

Oxford

Nannie Olivia Taylor Bailey, 90

Janie Marie Burnette 

Johnson, 72

Warrenton

Charles Raymond “Squeezer” 

Loyd III, 73

13 charged in plots against 

Michigan governor, police
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HENDERSON — A shoot-
ing Wednesday night left an 
18-year-old dead and police 
looking for the man they 
believe is responsible for his 
death.

Henderson police said 
the victim, Alveante “Al” 
Markeith Holden, was dead 
by the time of ficers got to 
the scene outside a laun-
dry on the 600 block of East 
Andrews Avenue. He suf-
fered a wound to his upper 

torso, and was seated in a 
vehicle parked in the laun-
dry’s parking lot.

Emergency dispatchers 
sent police to the scene at 
about 8:43 p.m. to investigate 
gunfire.

From gathering evidence 

at the scene and question-
ing witnesses, police believe 
Holden “is a victim of a nar-
cotics transaction gone awry,” 
according to a news release 
Police Chief Marcus Barrow 
sent to The Dispatch and 
other media outlets.

The suspect is a white man 
and “is believed to be the sole 
shooter,” but there was anoth-
er man and woman with him, 
also white.

“We are currently looking 

Shooting leaves 18-year-old dead
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HENDERSON — Less than 
a month before Election Day, 

the boards of 
elect ions in 
the Tri-Coun-
ty  area are 
dealing with 
large numbers 
of  absentee 
ballots.

Faye Gill, director of the 
Vance County Board of Elec-
tions, said her of fice had 
issued 2,976 absentee ballots 
as of Wednesday. That number 
dwarfs past interest in absentee 
voting.

Absentee 
ballots 

flood into 
local boards 
of elections

Gill Clopton/Special to The Disaptch

Workers have been busy this week building the framework for some new townhouses on Graham Avenue in Henderson.

Under construction
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OXFORD — A three-way battle is 
unfolding for the Granville County 
Commissioners Dis-
trict 5 seat, between 
unaf fi l iated candi-
date Joshua Averette, 
Democratic candidate 
Donnie Boyd and 
Republican candidate 
Russell May.

The District 5 seat 
is currently held by 
appointee Commis-
sioner Ernie Anderson, who took 
the place of former Commissioner 
Owen Roberts, who died of cancer 
on July 21.

Averette does not consider his 
lack of party affiliation as a disad-
vantage and is confident he can be a 
strong voice for District 5.

“As a lifetime resident of Gran-
ville County, I have 
a special bond with 
the community,” he 
said. “Many of the 
folks that I went to 
school, went to work, 
or shared a ball field 
with, have become 
business owners or 
community leaders 
here in Granvil le 

County. I am dedicated to helping 
my neighbors grow our district into 

Three-way race for 
Granville County 

Commissioners District 5

Joshua 
Averette

Russell 
May

ELECTION PREVIEW
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HENDERSON — A per fect 
week of weather in Vance County 
continued Thursday when 24 dif-
ferent teams gathered at the Kerr 
Lake Country Club to take part in 
the 22nd Annual Henderson-Vance 
Chamber Challenge.

In a year dominated by the COVID-
19 pandemic, Henderson-Vance 
Chamber of Commerce President 
Michele Burgess considers it fortu-
nate that the golf tournament was 
able to take place this year and was 
even more thrilled to see a good 
amount of people show up for the 
event.

“We had a lot of volunteers 
out here today, and everyone was 
wearing their masks and had their 
assigned spaces,” Burgess said. 

“Everyone talked about how glad 
they were to see people, so we were 
very excited about today. Golf is the 
perfect way to ease back into every-
thing.”

When COVID-19 case counts ini-
tially began to surge in North Car-
olina, Burgess said she was unsure 
whether Gov. Roy Cooper would 
allow such a large gathering to take 
place, even with only a handful of 
restrictions being implemented on 
golf courses in the state.

Once Burgess knew for certain the 
Chamber Challenge would happen, 
she diligently worked with the Kerr 
Lake Country Club to ensure that all 
guidelines from Cooper and the Cen-
ters for Disease Control would be 
properly implemented to guarantee 
the safety of everyone in attendance.

Henderson-Vance Chamber 
of Commerce hosts 22nd 
annual golf tournament
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