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DURHAM — Long lines 
formed at polling places 
across Nor th Carolina on 
Thursday as the battleground 
state kicked off early in-per-
son voting.

Early voting locations that 

opened in all 100 counties of 
the high-stakes swing state 
quickly drew crowds. More 
than 500,000 people have 
already cast mail-in absentee 
ballots amid the COVID-19 
pandemic. The State Board 
of Elections said Thursday 
evening that nearly 230,000 

ballots were cast on the first 
day of early voting, compared 
with nearly 166,000 early bal-
lots cast on the first day in 
2016.

A Durham County gov-
ernment tracking tool mea-
sured the average wait time 
as more than an hour across 

14 polling places in the Dem-
ocratic-leaning area. Several 
reported two- and three-hour 
waits.

At a library branch in south 
Durham, a line of hundreds of 
people stretched more than 
1/3 of a mile.

Lewis Cameron, a 63-year-

old registered Democrat, 
arrived at the early voting site 
an hour before polls opened 
and left three hours later at 
10 a.m.

Like nearly ever yone in 
line, he was masked and did 

Long lines form as early voting begins

BY MILES BATES
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HENDERSON — Six Vance 
County Schools principals have 
received the opportunity to par-
ticipate in a training program 
intended to sharpen their ability 
to lead the sort of remote-learn-
ing programs that have become 
more common during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The group includes Car-
netta Thomas of E.M. Rollins 
STEAM Academy, Heddie 
Somerville of Clarke Elemen-
tar y School, Kristen Boyd of 
Aycock Elementar y School, 
Renee Batchelor -Crosson 
of Pinkston Street Elementa-
r y School, Stephanie Ayscue 
of the AdVance Academy and 
Travis Taylor of Vance County 
Early College High.

All of them “are proven 

In-person early voting for this year’s elections began on 
Thursday and voters in Vance County lined up at two vot-
ing sites to cast their ballots. The line at one site, the Hen-
derson Operations Center, wrapped around the building. 
There was a shorter wait at the Aycock Recreation Center 

but a line there also. The early voting period runs until 
Oct. 31. Election Day is Nov. 3.
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HENDERSON — Cross-
roads Christian’s men’s soccer 
team looked to cap off the reg-
ular season on a positive note 
Thursday with a win on senior 
night against Southside Chris-
tian, who had narrowly edged 
CCS 6-5 to begin the year on 
Sept. 15.

But the chance for a victo-
ry slipped away from the Colts 
in the final minutes, which left 
head coach Holden Coghill at a 
loss for words as he attempted 
to console his players in the 
post-game huddle following the 
2-1 loss.

“The other team wanted it 

more than us,” Coghill said. 
“Soccer is a game of parity with 
no timeouts, and it all comes 
down to stats and things that 
don’t show up on the stats. I 
didn’t know what to say to my 
guys because they didn’t have 
an overall lack of effort. South-
side Christian is a good team.”

Both teams showcased their 
strengths on defense and goal-
keeping during most of the 
first half to keep the score at 
0-0, until Southside Christian 
got around the Crossroads 
defense with 2:27 left to take 
the lead at the intermission.

During halftime, a special 
ceremony was held to com-
memorate the senior class of 
Noah Puckett, Isaac Corrigan, 

Asher Fulk, Colby Taylor, Jesse 
Leonard and Noah Brantley.

Coghill wished that he had 
more time with his six seniors 
to pass on more of his knowl-
edge about soccer, but he 
praised the determination they 
displayed in every practice and 
game and is confident all of 
them will find success regard-
less of their career avenue.

“I told the huddle that 
[Brantley, Fulk, Leonard and 
Corrigan] improved tremen-
dously during the two years I 
had them and I’m proud to see 
them put in the time and effort 
to really become students of 
the game,” Coghill said. “Noah 

CCS loses heartbreaker to Southside Christian on senior night

Brandon White/Dispatch Staff

Crossroads Christian senior soccer player Jesse Leonard (14) 
battles for the ball with a Southside Christian player during 
his team’s 2-1 loss on senior night Thursday.
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