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TODAY
Sunny

High: 78, Low: 50

TOMORROW

Mostly Cloudy

High: 68, Low: 59
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Henderson

Donald Edward 

Payne Sr., 72

David Richardson, 

70

Alfonza Williams, 71

Margaret “Peggy” 

Pendleton Hunt 

Williams, 94

Louisburg

Charles R. 

“Squeezer” Loyd, 73

Oxford

Louis Alexander 

Clack, 81

Office: Cooper was negative 

for COVID-19 last month
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HENDERSON — Another 
Vance County resident has died 
because of COVID-19, raising 
the county’s death toll from the 
virus to 46 since the start of the 
pandemic this spring.

The latest victim was a 

76-year-old man who died on 
Tuesday, of ficials with Gran-
ville-Vance Public Health said. 
His was the second death in 
the county from the infection in 
the past week, following that of 
a 72-year-old man on Saturday.

The health department said 
the latest victim’s case was one 
it counted as “in the communi-

ty,” meaning it wasn’t in one of 
the nursing homes in Hender-
son or other congregate-living 
facilities that have experienced 
COVID-19 outbreaks.

As of Wednesday afternoon, 
eight people who are Vance 
or Granville county residents 
were hospitalized for treatment 
of COVID-19.

Through the end of Septem-
ber, the virus had put 100 peo-
ple from Vance County in the 
hospital, and 158 more from 
Granville County. The Granville 
statistics on the virus include 
some of the inmates of the 
Butner federal prison who’ve 

Vance records its 46th COVID-19 death

BY MILES BATES
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436-2837

OXFORD — Three candi-
dates with widely dif fering 

views are r un-
ning for a N.C. 
Senate seat rep-
resenting Dis-
trict 22, which 
covers northern 
Durham County 
and all of Gran-
ville and Person 
counties.

I n c u m b e n t 
state Sen. Mike 
Woodard, a Dem-
ocrat, is seeking 
his fifth two-year 
term but faces 
opposition from 
Republican nomi-
nee Rick Padgett 
and Liber tarian 
standard-bearer 

Ray Ubinger. All three candi-
dates are from Durham County.

The contest reprises the field 
of the 2018 election, which 
Woodard won with nearly 62% 
of the vote, versus Padgett’s 
36% and Ubinger’s 2%. A for-
mer Durham city councilman, 
Woodard car ried nor ther n 
Durham County handily, won 
a bare majority of the vote in 
Granvil le County and ran 
behind Padgett in Person Coun-
ty.

Woodard said education, 
health care and rural econom-
ic development are the issues 
most important to him in the 
race.

“I par ticularly care about 
those in light of the pandem-
ic that we’re suffering through 

Senate 
22 field 
reprises 
2018’s

Mike 
Woodard

Rick Padgett

ELECTION PREVIEW
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OXFORD — The pan-
demic hasn’t stopped Gran-
ville Haunt Farm in Oxford. 
If anything, it’s given the 
attraction a new skin to 
wear.

It’s back for this year’s 
haunted month and has 
the well-being of its visitors 
in mind, as the Granville 
Haunt Farm is a drive-thru 
event this year.

“Normally, we plant the 
corn in July, late June, early 
July, for our corn maze,” 
said Grey Blackwell, owner 
of the Haunt Farm. “At that 
point, things [were] still 
kind of up in the air [about] 
what phase we’re in and all 
that regarding the pandem-
ic. And so we decided, ‘OK, 

we’re going [to go] plant 
the corn and then we’ll 
make our decision based on 

what the state decides as 
far as the State Fair goes.’ ”

N.C. Agriculture Com-

missioner Steve Troxler 
in July announced there 
would be no State Fair in 
Raleigh this year.

“At that point, I started 
seeing several reports just 
floating around, dif ferent 
sources, about [a] drive-th-
ru haunted attraction being 
operated in Japan,” Black-
well  said.  “Among the 
haunters there was a lot of 
discussion about what do 
you guys think about this 
as an option, that kind of 
thing. We kind of mulled it 
around and thought ‘You 
know … in terms of our 
infrastructure, we could do 
that.”

So the Granville Haunt 
Farm’s organizers decid-
ed to use the farm path 

Haunt Farm reawakens with 

classic horror — at a safe distance

Miles Bates

Many sorts of Halloween themes await visitors to this year’s 
Granville Haunt Farm, which will run as a drive-thru on Fri-
day and Saturday nights the rest of October.

Miles Bates

The Granville Haunt Farm is up to its usual ghoulish tricks this Halloween season, albeit from a social distance as it’s strictly a 
drive-thru event this year because of the pandemic.
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