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President Donald Trump’s 
campaign and North Carolina’s 
Republican legislative leaders 
asked the U.S. Supreme Court 
on Thursday to return the state 
to a shorter deadline for accept-
ing late-arriving absentee bal-
lots postmarked by Election 
Day.

The legislative leaders argue 
in their appeal that the longer 
deadline, which was extended 
after early voting had begun, 
will result in unequal treatment 
of voters and dilute the value of 
ballots cast before the rule was 
changed.

They also say the board 
usurped legislators’ authority 
to set election rules by altering 
a deadline specified in state law. 
The Trump campaign’s sepa-
rate but similar appeal also asks 
the high court to force the key 
battleground state to revert to 
stricter rules for fixing absen-
tee ballot errors.

The high court is giving the 
other parties in the case until 
Saturday after noon to fi le 
responses.

The Nor th Carolina State 
B o a r d  o f  E l e c t i o n s  h a d 
announced in late September 
that absentee ballots could 
be accepted by counties until 
Nov. 12, as long as they were 
mailed by Nov. 3, which is 
Election Day. The rule change, 
contained in an official memo, 
lengthened the period for 
accepting ballots from three to 
nine days after the election.

The state board is “adminis-
tering the election in an arbi-
trary and nonuniform manner 
that will result in disparate 
treatment by inhibiting the 
rights of voters who cast their 
absentee ballots before the 
Memorandum was issued,” 
says the appeal filed by law-
yers representing state Senate 
leader Phil Berger and House 
Speaker T im Moore, both 
Republicans.

The state board made the 
change as part of a legal set-
tlement in state cour t with 
a union-af filiated group that 
had challenged what it saw as 
restrictive voting rules during 
the coronavir us pandemic. 
The settlement said the longer 
deadline was needed in case of 
postal delays. While the board 
has a Democratic majority, the 
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WARRENTON — Just 
like anywhere else, the pan-
demic has impacted those 
dealing with Warren Coun-
ty tourism.

But, there are positives 
amid all the uncertainty.

The Warren County Eco-
nomic Development is one 
of more than 25 depar t-
ments in the Warren Coun-
ty government organiza-
tion.

The depar tment  has 
been following the same 
protocols as the rest of the 
organization, handling busi-

ness by appointment only, 
over the phone, and with 
vir tual meetings. “If any-
thing, the push for remote 
meetings has allowed for a 
streamlining and efficiency 
of work because it has cut 
out a lot of travel,” Charla 
Duncan, economic devel-
opment director (interim 

basis) senior assistant to 
the county manager, said in 
an email.

War ren County does 
not have a Tourism Devel-
opment Authority or a 
separate tourism depar t-
ment. Rather, tourism is a 

Economic Development Commission 
fights back against the pandemic 
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HENDERSON — Charter- 
and traditional-school students 
and staff joined forces in Hen-
derson on Thursday to encour-
age all those who are eligible 
to get out and vote in the 2020 
election.

The ef for t on Thursday 
morning brought together 
people from Henderson Colle-
giate and Vance County High 
School, and ended with a car 
caravan to early voting sites, 
where those old enough could 
register to vote, cast ballots or 
both.

“We live in a world where 
so many people have fought 
for our right to vote but not 
so many people are exercis-
ing this right,” said Kimberlyn 
Rojo-Rojas, a student at Hen-
derson Collegiate, whose high 
school hosted the gathering. 

“You shouldn’t view your 
vote as a joke or something 
that does not matter. This 
is because your vote has so 
much power.”

Tymiah Wimbush, added, 
“Officials are supposed to rep-
resent our interests and make 
decisions on our behalf, mak-
ing our duty to vote for those 
who best represent us and our 
interests very important and 
impactful.”

Given the ongoing COVID-
19 pandemic, social distancing 
was the order of the day, with 
many par ticipants watching 
from their cars and honking 
their horns to signal approval 
of what Rojo-Rojas, Wimbush 
and two other HC students 
had to say.

That made it a bit hard for 
organizers to say how many 
people participated in all, but 

Parade to the Polls 
brings schools together

Gill Clopton/Special to The Dispatch

Organizers of the “Parade to the Polls” assembled by Henderson Collegiate and Vance County High School made sure to give 
students who delivered the event’s opening comments a backdrop that itself helped spread the word about this fall’s election.

Gill Clopton/Special to The Dispatch

Tymiah Wimbush, a Vance County High School student, 
exhorts participants in the “Parade to the Polls” from 
Henderson Collegiate to exercise their right to vote.
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