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TODAY
Sunny

High: 77, Low: 54

TOMORROW

Partly Cloudy

High: 66, Low: 45
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There are no obituaries 

for today’s edition.

Trump to far-right extremists: 

‘Stand back and stand by’
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Breaking news online
For the latest news and events, 

keep your browser pointed to 

hendersondispatch.com. 
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RALEIGH — North Carolina Gov. 
Roy Cooper announced on Wednes-
day that bars, amusement parks and 
movie theaters can partially reopen 
star ting on Friday under a new 
Phase 3 order.

The updated executive order that 

will remain in ef fect through Oct. 
23 also allows fans to attend outdoor 
sporting events. Venues with more 
than 10,000 seats can operate at 7% 
capacity, while those with 10,000 or 
fewer people can open to 100 people 
or operate at 30% capacity, whichev-
er is less.

But the increased reopening 
comes with restrictions on business-

es as the state’s coronavirus case 
numbers have held steady but at 
higher-than-desired levels.

Mandy Cohen, the state’s top 
public health of ficial, warned that 
the state’s progress in dealing 
with COVID-19 is “fragile.” Cooper 
acknowledged the concerns and 

State moves to Phase 3 but 
COVID-19 progress is ‘fragile’
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HENDERSON — Henderson 
resident Tramatik and his creative 
crew are back at it again with a 
sequel to “Flight Coat Music,” 
weighing in soon with a new 
record that’ll blend genres and fea-
ture more songs.

Tramatik released the “Flight 
Coat Music” EP in 2019. Now, work 
on the sequel, “Flight Coat Music 
2,” is in the closing stages.

Tramatik said he thinks this time 
they’re producing an album, with 
“way more music” and “way more 
content” than its predecessor.

“The last time we released three 
songs, it was a short EP, just some-
thing quick,” Tramatik said. “And 
we went back to work on the sec-
ond one, we spent a little bit more 
time on it. So Eazie [Tramatik’s 

Tramatik 
and crew to 
release EP 
follow-up
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HENDERSON — A small crowd 
gathered at the Henderson Coun-
try Club on Wednesday afternoon 
for the Small Business of the Year 
Luncheon hosted by Vance-Granville 
Community College Small Business 
Center and the Henderson-Vance, 
Greater Franklin County and Gran-
ville County chambers of commerce.

Henderson-Vance Chamber of 
Commerce President Michele Bur-
gess was thrilled to bring all of the 
other chambers and VGCC together 
once again for the annual luncheon, 
and considered the event a suc-
cess despite some of the limitations 
implemented due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“We were very excited to be here,” 
Burgess said. “This was the first 
event we’ve had since the end of 

VGCC, Chambers of Commerce host 
Small Business of the Year Luncheon

Brandon White/Dispatch Staff

Henderson-Vance Chamber of Com-
merce President Michele Burgess (pic-
tured) delivers closing remarks 
during the Franklin, Granville and 
Vance Small Business of the Year Lun-
cheon at the Henderson Country Club 
on Wednesday afternoon, which was 
rescheduled from May to September 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Brandon White/Dispatch Staff

Fred’s Towing and Transport Inc. founder and President Fred Fogg gets up to 
accept his Small Business of the Year award from the Henderson-Vance Cham-
ber of Commerce during the Small Business of the Year Luncheon at the Hen-
derson Country Club on Wednesday afternoon.

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

RALEIGH — A pet food manu-
facturer is taking over the former 
MillerCoors plant in Eden and 
pledging to create 300 jobs, the 
N.C. Depar tment of Commerce 
said Wednesday.

In exchange, Nestlé Purina Pet-
care will get a large incentive pack-
age from the state and local gov-
ernments, N.C. Senate leader Phil 
Berger said in a news release. The 
company, a subsidiary of Switzer-
land-based Nestlé, plans to invest 
$450 million to turn the former 
brewery into pet food manufactur-
ing plant.

The average job would pay 
$42,000 a year, according to the 
news release.

Nestle Purina 
to occupy old 
MillerCoors 
plant in Eden

CORRECTION
In an article published on Sept. 30 

about the passing of Joe Stepusin, 

Henderson High and Middleburg High 

both had basketball programs during 

the 1960s, but never played against 

one another.
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