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OXFORD — Despite previously 
announcing his resignation, Granville 
County school board member Rob 
Rivers isn’t departing from the board 
just yet, as he said at the board’s Sept. 
14 meeting he’s delayed leaving.

The reason is a shortage of candi-
dates to replace him.

“I do not want to leave the board at 

a time of so many difficult challenges 
without a capable successor,” Rivers 
said in an email. “I was disappointed 
that no one initially applied to take 
my seat this summer. I really had no 
choice but to continue on the board 
with the hope that a replacement 
would soon be selected. I certainly 
did not want to leave District 3 with-
out representation.”

Rivers announced on June 29 that 

he intended to resign from the board 
ef fective Sept. 30. However, the 
school board didn’t get any applicants 
to fill Rivers’ position by Sept. 30.

In conversations with the board’s 
chairman and vice chairman — David 
Richardson and Danny Eduy — Riv-
ers decided for the time being to 
delay his planned date of retirement 
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CREEDMOOR — Police 
have arrested and charged 
a man with involuntar y 
manslaughter in connection 
with the March 13 shooting 
death of his 29-year-old girl-
friend.

Cr eedmoor  o f f i c i a l s 
said the accused, Kyree 
Thames, turned himself in 
on Sept. 29, five days after 
a grand jury handed up an 
indictment in the case. He 
went free after posting a 
$20,000 secured bond.

His first court appearance 

is scheduled for Dec. 16.
The charge alleges he 

had a hand in the death of 
Ebony Burnette, who died 
of a gunshot wound at a 
home on Wild Goose Lane.

“While this arrest does 
not bring Ebony back, we 
hope it gives the Burnette 
family some measure of 
peace and closure,” said 
Police Chief Keith King, 
who credited the work of 
Lt. Ricky Cates and Detec-
tive Eugene Har ris for 
pushing the investigation 
forward.

Thames and a child were 
the only other people in the 

house when Burnette was 
shot. He told detectives that 
she had “accidentally shot 
herself while handling a 
handgun,” city officials said 
in a news release announc-
ing the arrest.

Investigators worked with 
the State Bureau of Inves-
tigation to analyze the evi-
dence, and stayed in touch 
with the state medical 
examiner’s of fice, District 
Attorney Mike Waters’ staff 
and the Burnette family, 
they said.

SBI technicians helped 
local detectives process the 
scene, and detectives sent 

“multiple items” to the state 
crime lab for analysis, they 
said.

On Aug. 31, they ques-
tioned Thames again, and 
“he admitted that he had 
accidentally shot Ms. Bur-
nette after he thought he 
had unloaded the hand-
gun.”

Of ficials did not say 
what type of handgun was 
involved.

But modern magazine-fed 
pistols can hold a round in 
the firing chamber that will 
remain there even after the 

Granville school board member 
Rivers staying on temporarily

Ray Gronberg/Dispatch Staff

Granville County school board member has delayed his announced resignation because no one else had filed by mid-Septem-
ber to fill the prospective vacancy. An advocate of downsizing the Granville County Public Schools, Rob Rivers is seen here (on 
right) talking with a constituent prior to a 2018 meeting on closing the former Joe Toler-Oak Hill Elementary School.

Police: Man faces manslaughter 
charge in March shooting
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WARRENTON — FastQSR 
is one of 23 semi-finalists for 
a seed grant from NC IDEA, 
a private foundation set up to 
help start-up businesses in the 
state.

Companies that ultimately 
win the competition will receive 
a $50,000 grant. NC IDEA 
announced that it received 131 
applications, which it narrowed 
to the group of semi-finalists.

FastQSR is preparing its 
application for the next round 
in the SEED competition, com-
pany CEO Rob Meng said. 
They will make a presentation 
to NC IDEA in October. Six 
grant recipients will be selected 
in November.

Fas tQSR i s  a  War r en -
ton-based company that pro-
vides technology and exper-
tise to fast-food restaurants 
and other businesses that rely 
on movement of customers to 

Warrenton 
company 
advances 
in grant 
contest
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NORFOLK, Va. — Efforts by 
a Virginia city to resume jury 
trials during the COVID-19 
pandemic have stalled because 
most of the people being called 
to serve aren’t showing up.

Roughly 9 out of 10 possi-
ble jurors aren’t showing up 
for court in Norfolk, a jump 
from the usual no-show rate of 
about 1 in 3, The Virginian-Pilot 
reported Thursday.

On paper, Nor folk began 
holding jury trials last week, 
almost exactly six months after 
the pandemic forced local judg-
es to shut them down. The 
Norfolk Circuit Court is one of 

Jurors fail 
to show 

for Norfolk 
trials during 
pandemic
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