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TODAY

Sunny

High: 60, Low: 37

TOMORROW

Sunny

High: 67, Low: 47
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Hampstead

Karen Lynette Smith Brummitt, 57

Henderson

Patricia Jones Lester Gardner, 78

Lance Paul Meade, 63

HBCU: School’s president 

has died after 3 months in role
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HENDERSON — On 
Nov. 27, 1820, 24 members 
of the Grassy Creek Bap-
tist Church reached across 
Granville County to estab-
lish a church to serve Bap-
tists in the eastern part of 
the county.

The new church was 
named Island Creek Bap-
tist Church.

T h i s  w e e k e n d ,  t h e 
church is  marking i ts 
bicentennial.

The act iv i t ies  began 
on Thursday, when the 
bicentennial committee 
unear thed a t ime cap-
sule that had been buried 
during the church’s 175th 
anniversary.

The bicentennial cele-
bration and homecoming 
are being combined. “It’s 
a very special day,” Pastor 
Johnny Yount said.

Because of the COVID-
19 virus, all of the activi-
ties will take place outside. 
Members of the congrega-
tion can bring lawn chairs 
or sit in their vehicles to 
listen to the service, which 
wi l l  be l ive streamed. 
A catered meal will be 
ser ved on the grounds. 
People can eat there or 
take their plates and go.

Over its 200 years of 
existence, generations of 
Island Creek Baptists have 
coped with changing con-
ditions. The first congrega-
tion met in a log building 
at the end of the Tungsten 
Mine Road and Morgan 
Road.

The f irst  pastor was 
Elder Will iam Wor rell . 
Since its founding, the 
church has had 36 full-
time pastors, six interim 
pastors but only 10 church 
clerks.

In 1839, a new meeting 
house was built near the 
colonial vil lage of Wil-
liamsborough.

W ithout moving,  the 
church left Granville Coun-
ty and joined Vance Coun-
ty when the latter was cre-
ated in 1881.

The church continued to 

grow. In 1911, a new build-
ing was constructed with 
five Sunday School rooms 
and a sanctuary that could 
seat up to five hundred 
people.

On Aug. 31, 1911, the 
Henderson  Gold  Lea f 
r e p o r t e d :  “ T h e  n e w 
church is a nice modern 

wooden str ucture with 
ample seating capacity for 
its large congregation. It 
will cost about $3,000 and 
will be painted some time 
soon.”

A groundbreaking ser-
vice took place in 1948 
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HENDERSON — The Hen-
derson Police Depar tment 
was forced to retire the last 
remaining dog in its K-9 unit, 
a German Shepherd named 
Deli, after she was diagnosed 
with an eye disorder that 
prevented her from properly 
doing her job.

Police Chief Marcus Bar-
row said that the Henderson 
depar tment had two dogs to 
begin 2020, Deli and Nero, 
a Belgian Malinois. But the 
death of Nero’s handler, Offi-
cer Jef frey Macialek earlier 
this year, meant the dog had to 
be retired as well.

“ We  r e t i r e d  O f f i c e r 
Macialek’s dog due to his age 
at the time,” Barrow said. “It 
wouldn’t have been fiscally 
responsible for us to re-train 
somebody on that dog. Nero 
and Deli were bought at the 
same time and both were just 
beginning to show their age.”

In Barrow’s 22 years with 
the Henderson PD, he has 
seen countless dogs come 
through the K-9 program from 
its first one, Raider, and he 
considers the unit a crucial 
par t of ensuring that he and 
his officers protect the lives of 
each citizen in the city.

Barrow said that each dog in 
the K-9 unit is trained for mul-
tiple uses, including narcotics 
detection, tracking and search-
es, but they also participate in 
demonstrations for students at 
different schools around Hen-
derson.

At its peak, the Henderson 
police K-9 program had as 

Police 
department 
determined 
to continue 

K-9 unit

Island Creek Baptist 
celebrates its bicentennial

Gill Clopton/Special to The Dispatch

Johnny Yount, pastor of Island Creek Baptist Church, pulls out of the ground a time capsule 
originally placed to celebrate the church’s upcoming bicentennial. The church is celebrating 
its history weekend at a combined homecoming and bicentennial observance.
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Hip-hop artist Khalil Gay and 
his followers have room a lot to 
be excited about, as the artist 
released his second album, “You 
Lost,” this week.

Often in the music world, 

the second album is the pivotal 
one, where bands develop their 
sound. Gay, who goes by 2FLY 
KNG, said he feels good about 
his second album.

“I love it,” he said in an email. 
“So much hard work and emotion 
went into the process. My team 
has been working vigorously to 

get it to where it currently stands 
since April. In my personal opin-
ion, this album is way better than 
my first.”

Gay, who said he thinks he has 
learned to articulate his feelings 
better, also said that his music is 

2FLY KNG flies off into the sun 
with second album, ‘You Lost’ 

SUBMITTED

Khalil Gay, who performs as 2FLY KNG, has just 
released his second album.
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