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Jimmy Drumgold, 64

Kittrell

Roy Thomas Edwards, 79

Oxford

Claude Henry Widener Jr., 81
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RALEIGH — North Car-
olina Democratic Gov. Roy 
Cooper said Wednesday 
that the state will keep its 
reopening guidelines in 
place for three more weeks, 
at a time when key corona-

virus metrics worsen.
Since Cooper increased 

mass indoor and out -
door gathering limits and 
allowed bars, movie the-
aters, amusement parks 
and other businesses to 
partially reopen earlier this 
month, the spread of the 
virus has increased.

The state on Wednesday 
eclipsed 4,000 deaths and 
250,000 cases since the 
star t of the coronavirus 
pandemic. Mandy Cohen, 
secretar y of the state’s 
Department of Health and 
Human Ser vices, noted 
that North Carolina saw its 
highest single-day increas-

es in COVID-19 cases to 
date on two occasions last 
week.

Current hospitalizations 
have also hit monthslong 
highs, with more than 1,200 
patients being treated now 
for the virus. Daily deaths 

N.C. maintains reopening guidance 
as COVID-19 numbers worsen

BY RAY GRONBERG

RGRONBERG@HENDERSONDISPATCH.COM; 
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HENDERSON — State health 
officials have declared an offi-
cial end to the last of the three 
COVID-19 outbreaks that had 
struck Henderson-based nurs-
ing homes since the pandemic’s 
onset.

The Kerr Lake Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center dropped 
of f the N.C. Depar tment of 
Health and Human Ser vices’ 
watch list as of Tuesday after-
noon, meaning the agency sees 
no “evidence of continued trans-
mission within the facility.”

To qualify for removal from 
the list, 28 days has to go by 
without a positive COVID-19 
test from a person at the facil-
ity who doesn’t have outward 
symptoms of infection, or with-
out anyone showing symptoms.

The other two outbreaks, at 
Pelican Health of Henderson 
and at Senior Citizens Home 
Inc., had long since dropped off 
the DHHS tracking report the 
agency releases every Tuesday 
and Friday.

Between them, the trio of out-
breaks claimed 28 lives — 14 
residents of Pelican Health, 12 
residents of Kerr Lake Nursing 
and two residents of Senior Citi-
zens Home.

As of Tuesday, there were no 
facilities of any sort in Vance 
County that figure in DHHS’ 
public accounting of COVID-
19 cases. The agency nowadays 
issues three reports, including 
one for nursing homes and 
“residential care facilities” like 
assisted living centers that cov-
ers outbreaks of two or more 
cases among residents or staff.

Another tracks “clusters” of 
five or more cases in schools and 
other child-care facilities. And a 

DHHS 
declares end 
to Kerr Lake 

Nursing virus 
outbreak

Submitted/Michelle Wilkerson

Gracie Wilkerson, 2, hugs Woody the cow on the family farm of her parents, Ste-
ven and Michelle Wilkerson, in Kittrell earlier this month.

Hugs for a friend
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HENDERSON — A new play-
ground exists in Henderson to 
fulfill children’s need for out-
door fun.

For months, representatives 
from Salvation Army of Hen-
derson, Belk and KABOOM!, 
a Washington, D.C., nonprofit 
“focused on ending playspace 
inequity,” have worked together 
on the creation of a new, kid-de-
signed playground that was 
installed on July 21.

It is at the Salvation Army 
Red Shield Club in Henderson, 
2292 Ross Mill Road.

“Our mission is to preach 
the gospel of Jesus Christ and 
to meet human needs in his 
name without discrimination,” 
said Capt. Derrick Smith, com-
manding officer of the Salvation 
Army of Henderson. “And this 
playground cer tainly ser ves 
[that] mission of having a safe 
environment that kids can 
come to and actually play on a 
well-put-together playground.

Smith added that his group 
looks “for ward to is kind of 
allowing the playground and 
our Red Shield Club to be a 
beacon in the community for 
kids of all ages, races and back-
grounds.”

Currently, because of COVID-
19 the playground is open only 
to Red Shield Club children. 
But Smith said organizers are 
looking forward to being able to 
open it to others in the future.

The playground is designed 
to give children an “incredible 
place to play” close to where 

Salvation 
Army Red 

Shield Club 
gets new 

playground
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HENDERSON— Kerr-
Vance Academy formally 
started its quest for a third 
consecutive NCISAA 1A 
Championship in volleyball 
on Wednesday evening by 
defeating Crossroads Chris-
tian, 3-0, in the opening 
round of the playoffs.

KVA head coach Casey 
Ellington was proud to see 

her team kick off the post-
season with a victory, but 
she did not mince words 
when it came to a near-di-
sastrous first set per for-
mance from her players 
and hopes they come out 
with more energy during 
the rest of the NCISAA 1A 
Playoffs.

“We played terrible in 
the first game,” Ellington 
said. “I don’t think the 
girls were as excited as the 

other team was. Crossroads 
definitely had the momen-
tum and they were ready 
to play, but we were not. 
The girls brought it in the 
second and third game, 
and I thought they played 
to their potential, but they 
keep standing up straight 
and aren’t moving their feet 
around.”

An energetic CCS team 
took advantage of KVA’s 
inconsistency at the begin-

ning of the game by pulling 
out with a five-point advan-
tage, but head coach Greg 
Hardy had to spend a time-
out to keep the momentum 
going after KVA rebounded 
to take a 12-10 lead.

CCS managed to stay 
within striking distance of 
KVA’s lead, but they found 
themselves  unable  to 
string together points due 

KVA overcomes sloppy first set to defeat CCS 
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