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Mostly Cloudy

High: 72, Low: 58
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Few Showers
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HENDERSON — Henderson 
resident Derrel MDA is keep-
ing up the hard work to local 
music flowing as he released 
two songs, “She’s Bad” and “I 
Love Ya” on Aug. 1 and Sept. 8, 
respectively.

The songs can be found at 
places such as Amazon, and fol-
low a 2017 rhythm and blues 
album in 2017 called “Exstacy 
Of Love” and a 2019 Christmas 
song called “Merry Christmas.”

Derrel MDA is essentially a 
one-man work machine when it 
comes to his art.

Everything that he released 
to this point, and those he’s 
working on, are his work fully. 
The only thing he can’t take 
credit for is the engineering of 
the recordings. Derrel MDA 
created all the beats, wrote 
all of the lyrics and is singing 
every part.

Interviewed on Sept. 17, he 
said “I Love Ya” is “pretty much 
for anybody,” and that he really 
loves the way it turned out.

And while he’s also proud of 
“She’s Bad,” he concedes that 

Derrel 
MDA hits 

the airwaves 
again with 
new singles
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. — A 
Kentucky grand jury brought 
no charges against Louisville 
police for the killing of Breon-
na Taylor during a drug raid 
gone wrong, with prosecutors 
saying Wednesday that two 
officers who fired their weap-

ons at the Black woman were 
justified in using force to pro-
tect themselves after they 
were shot at.

The only charges brought 
by the grand jury were three 
counts of wanton endanger-
ment against fired Of ficer 
Brett Hankison for shooting 
into a home next to Taylor’s 
that had people in it. The FBI 
is still investigating potential 

violations of federal law in 
connection with the raid at 
Taylor’s home on the night of 
March 13.

Ben Crump, a lawyer for 
Taylor’s family, denounced 
the decision as “outrageous 
and of fensive,” and protest-
ers shouting, “No justice, 
no peace!” began marching 
through the streets. Some sat 
quietly and wept. Later, scuf-

fles broke out between police 
and protesters, and some 
were arrested.

Taylor, an emergency med-
ical worker, was shot multi-
ple times by white of ficers 
who entered her home on 
a no-knock warrant during 
a narcotics investigation — 
although state Attorney Gen-
eral Daniel Cameron said 
Wednesday the investiga-

tion showed the officers did 
announce themselves before 
entering. The warrant used 
to search her home was con-
nected to a suspect who did 
not live there, and no drugs 
were found inside.

Along with the killing of 
George Floyd in Minneso-
ta, Taylor’s case became a 

Officers not charged for killing Taylor
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HENDERSON — The 
Vance County-based I Dance 
Praise and Liturgical Dance 
Academy enjoyed another 
weekend of competition on 
Sept. 19, placing first in the 

Best Praise Dance Team cat-
egory of the Divine Connec-
tions Gospel Magazine com-
petition in Haw River.

Head coach and CEO 
Vanessa Mitchell took great 
pride in the performance her 
students put together on Sat-
urday, which continued an 

undefeated streak for I Dance 
Praise Academy that has 
been ongoing since its incep-
tion back in 2016.

“Ever y time feels better 
than the last,” Mitchell said. 
“This is another accomplish-
ment that just shows that 
all of our hard work is not 

going unnoticed.”
Dancing has been a part of 

Mitchell’s life since a young 
age, but she was inspired to 
start I Dance Praise Acade-
my after she traveled around 
the state of North Carolina to 
teach young girls the proper 
techniques of the art at sev-

eral dif ferent churches and 
organizations.

While Mitchell intended 
for dancing to be the prima-
r y focus at I Dance Praise 
Academy, she also wanted 
to encourage her students to 

I Dance Praise Academy wins Gospel Magazine Competition

New FFA learning 
facility at Vance 
Charter School
Left: Brooklyn Tuttle helps unload mums at 
the new Future Farmers of America live-
stock learning facility at Vance Charter 
School. Agriculture teacher and FFA adviser 
Kelly Dixon received a $15,000 Tobacco 
Trust Fund Grant that funded the place-
ment of the new facility as well as a 
Chromebook cart for agriculture courses at 
the school. The facility will be used to edu-
cate students about livestock agriculture by 
means of hands-on learning.

Bottom: The newly installed livestock 
learning facility at Vance Charter School will 
be used to educate students about livestock 
agriculture by means of hands-on learning.

Gill Clopton/Special to The Dispatch
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