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T-storms Likely
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Henderson

Larry Donald Alston, 62

William Ronald “Ronnie” Clark, 78

John Wilkins “J.W.” Moody, 93

Ella Rene Thomas, 75

Norlina

Jeffery Hugh Wilson, 56

As suicides rise, Army 
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OXFORD — Another resi-
dent of the Universal Health 
Care nursing home in Oxford 
has died because of COVID-
19, raising the death toll from 
the outbreak there to 21, the 
largest number of fatalities 

associated with any nursing 
home in the region.

Granvi l le -Vance Public 
Health repor ted that the 
latest victim, an 85-year-old 
woman, died on Sept. 16.

The previous high in the 
region for deaths from a sin-
gle nursing-home COVID-
19 outbreak was 20, at the 

Louisburg Nursing Center in 
Franklin County, which expe-
rienced its outbreak early in 
the pandemic. Universal’s 
surfaced in July.

The N.C. Depar tment of 
Health and Human Services 
reported on Friday that 140 
people at Universal Health 
— 96 residents and 44 staff 

members — had tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 since the 
start of the outbreak. All of 
the deaths have been of the 
home’s residents.

But the single most-deadly 
outbreak of any sort in the 
region remains the one at the 
Butner federal prison.

There, the coronavir us 

has claimed the lives of 26 
inmates and a prison guard. 
Of the inmates, 22 count 
toward Granville County’s 
total. The other four do not 
because their housing was 
in Durham County.  Nor 
does the guard, who lived in 

Virus claims 21st life at Universal Health

BY BRANDON WHITE
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436-2840

HENDERSON — Crossroads 
Christian’s volleyball team bat-
tled hard with Southside Chris-
tian on Friday evening, but ulti-
mately fell to 0-5 on the season 
with a 3-0 loss.

Head coach Greg Hardy said 
that the defeat to Southside 
Christian was disappointing 
for him and his players, as he 
believes that CCS is starting to 
put together more strong perfor-
mances as they reach the half-
way point of the shortened 2020 
season.

“This is tough, because this 
was some of the best playing the 
girls have done this year,” Hardy 
said. “We had spurts of great-
ness, but we couldn’t put it all 
together consistently. [Southside 
Christian] is a great team and 
they definitely deserved to win 
tonight, but I’m proud of the girls 
for coming back and fighting.”

Hardy knew his players would 
have to be resilient and efficient 
to outlast Southside Christian, 
and ended up calling an early 
timeout after ball handling mis-
takes caused CCS to go down 
3-0.

Southside Christian scored 
five more points on CCS before 
an errant serve put their oppo-
nent on the board. But CCS was 
not content with being behind 
by double digits and mounted a 
charge during the closing min-
utes of the opening set.

Despite displaying improved 
play and communication, CCS 
was unable to overcome their 
early deficit and regrouped for 
the second set after Southside 
Christian held on to claim a com-
fortable 25-15 victory.

CCS came out strong in the 
second set by assuming control 
of the lead with Southside Chris-
tian applying constant pressure, 
which resulted in numerous ties 

CCS volleyball falls to Southside Christian

Brandon White/Dispatch Staff

Crossroads Christian volleyball player Justice 
Simmons (4) makes a play on the ball while team-
mate Anna Parker (7) looks on during their team’s 
3-0 loss to Southside Christian on Friday night.

What you shall read here is all 

true, and I hope it amuses you 

—  Cockney Rhyming Slang

T
hose adorable Brits.

Most of the time when 
it comes time to write an 

epistle to you, Gentle Reader I 
have something 
on my mind that 
I want to share.

But 
sometimes, no 
matter how long 
I walk the dog, 
or how many 
long showers I 
take, I just can’t 
come up with an 
idea. So, I keep 

a file of phrases, thoughts that 
need filling in, things I hear or 
read, anything that from which 
I might suss a column.

Last year, before Harry and 
Meghan made their escape 
from the royal family, I read 
a story about her paternal 
side of the family; the uber 
awful Thomas Markle and her 
stepsister, she of the horrible 
hair, Samantha.

I don’t know what the back 
story is, but there’s a ton of 
anger toward Meghan. And 
of course, the media eats it 
up. Samantha seemed to be 
furious that she wasn’t welcome 
at either the wedding or the 
palace to hang with the royals.

She was so upset that she 
went to London, and had taken 
up the habit of hanging around 
the palace gates trying to get 
noticed and provoke a reaction.

She provoked a reaction.
From palace security. 

Working under the assumption 
that no stable relative by 
marriage of the royal family 
would act as she was, they 
decided that she was someone 
to watch.

They designated her a 
“fixated person.”

This ain’t no 
pork pie, so 
have a bath

DEBBIE

MATTHEWS Gill Clopton/Special to The Dispatch

Several weeks into the school year, Vance County Schools buses remain at the school bus garage on Welcome Avenue. It’s 
unknown when the buses will be used this year, but workers are keeping them in running condition.
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