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The formation of the Kerr Lake Regional Water Partnership can be traced back to 1972 when discussions 

among Floyd McKissick, Developer of Soul City; Mayor Hugh Currin and City Manager Tom Ragland of 

Oxford; Mayor George Boyd, City Manager Melvin Holmes and City Attorney John Zollicoffer, Jr. of Henderson 

took place. They traveled many times to Washington, DC and Atlanta, GA to meet with federal officials of the 

U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) that was administering grant and loan guarantees 

approved in the New Communities Act of July 1972.  Mr. McKissick envisioned a community in Warren County 

of 50,000 residents by the year 2000 with a health clinic, industrial park, fire station, recreational areas and 

water treatment facilities. At a crucial time in the discussions with HUD in Washington, D.C., Mr. McKissick 

asked for a telephone. (No cell phones then.) That was brought to the meeting table and plugged into the 

wall. He brought a piece of paper from his wallet and dialed a number. Then President Richard Nixon 

personally answered the call. 

 

Warren County would eventually become successor to Floyd B. McKissick Enterprises, Inc. with a 20% 

partnership position. The City of Oxford also has a 20% position and the City of Henderson 60%. The original 

regional water supply system had an estimated cost of $9 million ($75 million today.) And the City of 

Henderson has successfully managed and operated the system since then for over half a century! 

 

The City of Henderson purchases water from the partnership and sells it directly to Franklin County. This 

began under a 1998 agreement which has been successfully amended many times to accommodate the 

relationship. The City of Henderson through the Kerr Lake Regional Water Partnership is committed to 

helping Franklin County solve its water supply problems. However, our first responsibility is to our residents, 

customers and taxpayers. We will not enter into an agreement with Franklin County, or anyone else, until we 

know we can satisfy our own obligations – now and in the future. 

 

The Partnership has identified several ways in which we might be able to help Franklin County. We are 

completing our analysis of those options and expect to propose a solution before the end of this month. 

 

The Kerr Lake Regional Water Partnership encourages Franklin County to direct future communications 

solely to us. Negotiating in public does not build trust and is rarely successful. 
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