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BACK IN FULL SWING:  The Freedom & Firewords 4th of July celebration is always a big deal in Granbury, but this year seems especially big with the parade and vendor spaces already at capacity.

BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

L
et’s do this!

That seems to be the attitude of pret-

ty much the entire community when 

it comes to the Granbury Chamber of 

Commerce’s three-day Freedom & Fireworks 

4th of July celebration.

“The girls (Stowaways) 

take pride in it because 

they know it’s a huge 

thing for Hood County. 

They’re working really 

hard.”

SHELBY CARTER
Granbury High School’s Stowaways Director
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HANDS-ON LEARNING: CrossTown Preschool is open for children ages six 
weeks to fi ve years, with diff erent curriculums geared toward each age.

BY ASHLEY INGE
Staff Writer

After being closed for 
three months, CrossTown 
Preschool is back open 
and will host its open 
house from 1-3 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 26, at 1400 
N. Meadows Drive. 

During the winter storm 
on Feb. 13, CrossTown 
Preschool experienced 
flooding throughout the 
building. 

“One of our sprinkler 
heads broke,” said Mary 
Strickland, preschool di-
rector. “It was freezing 
cold. We had the doors 
open and we were just 
sweeping water out. We’ve 

CrossTown Preschool open house on June 26

years past,” said Rachael Derrez, the 
chamber’s director of events and 
membership.

The Hometown Parade, set to take 
place on Saturday, July 3, is at capac-
ity, topping out with 82 entries. The 
procession will be a slice of Ameri-
cana, featuring Boy Scouts, rodeo 
cowboys and volunteer firefighters 
among many others.

Recently retired 355th District 
Court Judge Ralph Walton has been 
tapped for this year’s grand marshal 
honor.

The chamber will have two sets of 
announcers for the parade: Jean Cate 
will reprise her role as an announcer 
positioned on the square but, since 
Walton has been her announcing 
partner in the past, the chamber is 
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BOAT LOAD OF FUN: The Fourth of July parade will once again 
feature the Stowaways from Granbury High School.

FREEDOM & FIREWORKS
Community gears up for spectacular July 4th festivities

Commemoration of Independence 
Day is always a big deal in Granbury, 
but after a year of COVID-19, expect 
this year’s celebration to be the hot-
test ticket in town.

“Both the parade and vendor 
spaces on the Granbury Square 
reached capacity quicker than any 

BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott has ap-
pointed Granbury attorney Bryan 
Thomas Bufkin to the bench of the 
355th district court.

Bufkin replaces Ralph Walton, who 
retired last month due to health is-
sues after 27 years on the bench.

A 2011 honors graduate of Baylor Law School, 
Bufkin stated on his appointment application that 
he graduated in the top 10% of his class.

The Hood County News obtained his appointment 
application through an Open Records request.

Vincent Messina, who has served as county court-
at-law judge since 2003, also applied for the post.

Messina told the HCN he was notified by phone 
Thursday the appointment had gone to Bufkin.

“The governor made a political appointment that 

Governor appoints 

Bufkin to district court
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Bufkin

had floods before, but this 
was terrible.” 

Ceilings were collapsing 
and water was pouring into 
classrooms and spreading 
throughout the preschool. 
Oddly enough, however, the 
water stopped right before it 
reached Our Savior Lutheran 
Church’s sanctuary. 

The staff at CrossTown 
Preschool spent the rest 
of February drying out the 
building so renovations 
could start in March. 

“They had to put up new 
drywall, put in new flooring 
and everything was repaint-
ed,” Strickland said. “Every 
classroom, every wall, every 
ceiling was repainted. Our 
teachers got to pick out the 


