
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

The Hood County Commission-
ers Court has granted conditional 
approval for a site development 
plan for a cryptocurrency opera-
tion.

Cryptocurrency is a digital cur-
rency that uses cryptographic tech-

nology to hide the identity of the 
owner as well as the transaction for 
which the currency is used.

Compute North hopes to con-
tract with Wolf Hollow, an electric-
ity generating plant off Mitchell 
Bend Highway, to lease space for 
cryptocurrency operations and to 
purchase “stranded energy” that 
would otherwise go unused.

Development Director Clint Head 
stated that Compute North would 
have nine servers for cryptocur-
rency mining at Wolf Hollow’s 195-
acre property.

The hitch for the Commission-
ers Court had to do with legalities 
where the tax abatement granted to 
Wolf Hollow owner Excelon Genera-
tion is concerned.

The county judge and commis-
sioners indicated at their regular 
meeting last week that they wanted 
further research done on that is-
sue and whether the land used by 
Compute North could be carved 
out of the tax abatement since it 
has nothing to do with electricity 
generation.

Also, County Judge Ron Massin-

gill expressed a desire for a signed 
agreement stating that the com-
pany will shut down immediately in 
the event of an electrical emergen-
cy such as when Winter Storm Uri 
hit last February.

Julia Sonnen, a representative 
of Compute North, indicated that 
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ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT: Carmond Fitzgerald shows off the Granbury Bridge Club plaques that the club received in 
2017, 2018 and 2019 for raising over $10,000 for the Alzheimer’s Association during The Longest Day each year. 
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CHARITY CORNER

Helping  
people never 
goes out of 
style 

 
BY TRISTON MCGEHEE
Staff Writer

With Thanksgiving right around 
the corner, People Helping People’s 
objective is to help families afford a 
Thanksgiving meal. 

People Helping People is a Gran-
bury nonprofit that has been 
around since 1983. And according 
to its website, “the Lake Granbury 
Ministerial Alliance is a focal point 
where local churches could direct 
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BY ASHLEY INGE
Staff Writer

T
he Granbury Bridge 
Club was recog-
nized in October by 
the Bridge Bulletin 

magazine for ranking as one 
of the top 10 bridge clubs 
in the nation that raised the 
most money for the Alzheim-
er’s Association.

The Granbury Bridge Club was 
“the smallest club ever” to make the 
top 10 by raising $16,600, which 
was 18% more than 2019 when its 
total table count for the year was 
278 — an average of about five 
tables per week — according to the 
Bridge Bulletin. 

“The ACBL (American Contract 
Bridge League) has a charity, and 
their charity is the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation, so they encourage the 
bridge clubs throughout the whole 
United States to have a fundraiser 
for Alzheimer’s. We were like num-
ber nine in the United States; that 
was just so exciting for us,” said 
Gwen Faherty, a Granbury bridge 
player. 

The Granbury Bridge Club dedi-
cated the entire month of June to 
fundraising and offered trophies 
at three games during the week of 
The Longest Day in 2021. Known as 
the summer solstice, The Longest 
Day — June 21 — is the day with the 
most sunlight and is dedicated to 
“fighting the darkness of Alzheim-
er’s through fundraising activities,” 
according to act.alz.org. 

“This year, we had three different 
games, and Gwen made lunch for all 
three. We charged $25 for them to 

‘KEEPING BRIDGE ALIVE’
Granbury Bridge Club raises $16K for Alzheimer’s Association 

Over the years, the club moved to several different locations, including the 

Captain’s Texas Cottage, Farina’s Winery & Café and Good Shepherd Episcopal 

Church. Currently, the club meets at the Captain’s Texas Cottage weekly.
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County gives conditional OK to cryptocurrency site 
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HAMLIN 
NABS 
DISTRICT 
FOOTBALL 
HONOR
Granbury’s  
Gus Hamlin is the 
District 3-5A  
Utility Player  
of the year and 
leads a roster  
of 16 Granbury  
Pirates, earning 
All-District honors 
for the 2021  
football  
season. 
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A career 
you can 
‘bank’ on 
BY ASHLEY INGE
Staff Writer

Imagine landing your first job af-
ter college and enjoying it so much 
that you never left — even 50 years 
later. 

First National Bank President and 
CEO James Hodges, 73, never be-
lieved he would become a banker, 
much less, that he would make a 
lifetime career out of it.

“I didn’t know what I wanted to 
be. When I started college, I thought 
I wanted to be a math major, be-
cause I was pretty good at math 
and then I ran into linear algebra. I 

JAMES HODGES:  
50 YEARS WITH FNB

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

ALL SMILES: James Hodges  said he 
never thought he’d be a banker for life.

7-Eleven sets sights 
on East Pearl Street 
near Mesquite Pit
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

Looks like a 7-Eleven may be coming to East 
Pearl Street and NE Loop 567 near the Mesquite 
Pit restaurant.

Exactly when that might be, though, is not 
known.

A request by Vaquero Ventures for a Specific 
Use Permit (SUP) to allow for a convenience store 
with gas pumps in the Light Commercial zoning 
district was on the agenda for Monday’s regular 
meeting of Granbury Planning & Zoning Commis-
sion, but chair Reda Kay announced that the ap-
plicant had requested a continuance.

The land is addressed as 830 and 832 E. Pearl 
St. It encompasses two adjoining tracts that will 
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