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WILD MAN: There is a method to this tavern owner’s madness. James Brock, right, opened Brock’s Food and Drink in the middle of a pandemic and it has become a go-to venue for local music and barbecue.

A GIVING HEART: Part of James Brock’s schtick is he loves giving back to the community. Brock is 
pictured with local realtor Kami Kemp preparing 200 breakfast burritos to hand out for free May 24.

BY DAVID MONTESINO
Managing Editor

T
his tavern owner may look like a retired ex-pat 

prowling the beaches of Ensenada, Mexico. But 

make no mistake, James Brock means business.

With a wild mane of gray hair and a goatee to 

match, Brock makes his way slowly around crowded tables, a 

welcome sight after a year of COVID restrictions.

WHEN A 
‘GOOD TIME’ 
IS ON THE MENU
Brock’s tavern will celebrate a year 
of rocking good music, slow-cooked 
delicacies

He stops to chat up a customer. 
“You want the Mexican shrimp,” 

he said. “ I made it myself.”
They sure looked delicious served 

in a martini glass topped with slices 
of avocado and a pinch of cilantro. 
But what’s in it?

“Well, there’s these wild-caught 
extra large shrimp, and there’s ci-
lantro, there’s clam juice, there’s 
garlic and onion, there’s tomato,” 
Brock proudly recites. 

And then there are “some things 

we can’t tell you,” he added with a 
raspy chuckle.

It is a Tuesday night and Brock’s 
Food and Drink was hosting a jam 
session with musicians he’d met 
before he opened his tavern — an 
establishment he decided to buy 
almost a year ago in the middle of a 
pandemic.

“Who does that?,” he asks no one 
in particular.
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BY ASHLEY INGE
Staff Writer

Members of the Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans (DAV) chapter in 
Granbury are fighting for their 
fellow soldiers’ rights to receive 
their disability benefits. 

Two DAV members, veterans 
Nelson Roberts Jr. and Chris 
Georgopoulos, were both wound-
ed during their time in service, 
and vowed to educate future 
wounded soldiers about receiving 
their necessary benefits. 

Originally from San Diego, Cali-
fornia, Roberts, 92, was a member 
of the Marine Corps, who joined 

the Reserves when he was 22. Just 
three weeks after joining, he was 
sent to Korea. 

Roberts’ Military Occupational 
Specialty (MOS) in the Marines 
was driving a World War II tank. 

“Because I worked on my dad’s 
ranch and (had) driven tractors, 
I was allowed to just get in it and 
it had a gearshift — no hydrau-
lics, or no automatic drivers so it 
didn’t bother me — and I liked it,” 
he said. “I didn’t have to attack 
any except in Korea. In the capi-
tal of Korea, they had the walls 
of dirt bags set up on the streets, 

HCN’s parent company adds three newspapers
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

The Hyde Media Group (HMG), 
formed by Granbury attorney Paul 
Hyde last summer for the purpose 
of purchasing the Hood County 
News, has grown its family.

The Springtown Epigraph, Azle 
News and The Gatesville Messenger 
are now under the HMG umbrella.

Unlike hedge funds that have 
been purchasing community news-
papers across the country only to 
cut staff and fill the papers’ con-
tents largely with nonlocal wire 
stories, Hyde and Sam Houston, 
the HCN’s publisher and the HMG’s 
chief operating officer, said they are 

PLEASE SEE PAPER | A3 PLEASE SEE VETERANS | A3

PARTY AT 
BROCK’S
4021 Acton 
Highway

July 31, 8 p.m.

Featuring 
Gary P. Nunn

RUSSELL HUFFMAN | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

MANAGEMENT TEAM: From left, Paul Hyde, owner of Hyde Media Group, David 
Montesino, managing editor of the four newspapers, and Sam Houston, HCN 
publisher and chief operating offi  cer, by the sign at the HCN offi  ces in Granbury.  

Wounded soldiers fighting 
for disabled comrades


