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Local youngsters were treated to new technology 
during the summer robotics camp at Granbury High 

School. B1
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BY CAITLYN OXFORD
Special to the HCN

I
t’s funny how love finds a way.

Comedian Frank Cheek of Acton can laugh now, but 21 

years ago he and his wife were devastated to learn their 

son Frankie had Down syndrome.

“I wasn’t quite prepared for that. I was shocked. Of course, 

my wife told me, ‘It’s going to be OK. Don’t worry.’ But I 

struggled with it,” Frank said.

WHEN A SON’S LOVE 
IS THE SWEETEST PUNCHLINE
Acton comedian finds funny groove with Down syndrome son

DAVID MONTESINO | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

A SON’S LOVE: Frank Cheek, a local comedian, writes jokes that refl ects real-life situstions. He often includes his son, Frankie, a Down syndrome 
child, in his routines. Cheek said his son’s love is God’s gift to him.

The fatherly part of Frank 
struggled to come to terms with 
the fact that his son may not have 
the chances a child without Down 
syndrome would. He had looked 
forward to the days of baseball and 
talking about girls with his son. At 

the time, he felt confused and up-
set that his child was put in such a 
position.

When Frankie was about 10 years 
old, friends offered to pray for 
Frankie’s complete healing. Frank’s 
reaction to the offer made him re-

alize how much of a gift God had 
given him. He could not imagine 
complete healing, when Frankie was 
such a joyful gift in his life already.

“It has been the greatest journey 
of my life,” Frank said, eyes twin-
kling as Frankie reached for his 
hands across the table. “This mira-
cle, this gift is incredible.”

As time progressed, Frank and 
Frankie got closer, never spending 
even a day apart. Frankie is Frank’s 
24/7 companion and goes with him 
everywhere. Frank even refers to 
Frankie as his road manager when 
they are traveling for comedy.

FAMILY BUSINESS
He said he could not do comedy 

without his family’s constant sup-
port. He uses his wife and daughter 
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Commissioners 
consider public 
health clinic
Workshop held this week looks 
into possible county health clinic

BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

The Hood County Commissioners Court on 
Wednesday held a workshop to consider opening a 
public health clinic to provide a variety of education 
and prevention services to the community.

No health insurance would be required, and ser-
vices would be provided for a modest administra-
tive fee based on income. Some services might be 
provided free.

According to Hood County Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator Jay Webster, the clinic would cost 
the county nothing for the first five budget cycles 
because it would be funded through the American 
Rescue Finances Plan. The initiative distributes $350 
billion to eligible state and local governments as 
part of the nation’s response to COVID-19 and its ef-
fort to bring back jobs.

Webster said that the county already has some of 
those funds on hand and will be receiving more.

The clinic would be a prelude to the county possi-
bly creating a full-fledged health department in the 
coming years as population numbers continue to 
rise. Creating a public health “footprint” by opening 
a clinic would open the door to future grant funding, 
it was noted during the meeting.

The county judge and all four commissioners at-
tended the workshop, which was held at the Hood 
County Emergency Operations Center. Others in 

Airpark life in Pecan a 
matter of convenience
BY LYDIA LONG
Staff Writer

The joy and freedom of flying into one’s backyard 
is a thrill.

Just ask Mark Wagner, who lives a stone’s-throw 
away from the 3,100-foot paved airport runway in-
side Pecan Plantation.

The American Airlines pilot flies his Beechcraft 58 
P Baron right out of his backyard in The Landings, 
a collection of homes built around Pecan’s second 
private airfield.

“Freedom is what I always talk about because you 
can go straight to different locations safely and rath-
er fast,” Wagner said of life in the airpark and flying 
across the country directly from his yard. 

The Landings’ hangars host approximately 15 air-
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DISCOVERING ROBOTICS 
FROM THE GROUND UP


