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BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

The city of Granbury’s 
permit application for a new 
wastewater treatment plant 
on the east side of town will 
be considered by commis-
sioners with the Texas Com-
mission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ) during a pub-
lic meeting set for Wednes-
day, Sept. 22.

The plant, which has been 

controversial, could receive 
final approval by commis-
sioners at that time.

However, it is also possible 
that commissioners will re-
fer the matter to TCEQ Exec-
utive Director Toby Baker for 
final action or that the dis-
pute will go before the State 
Office of Administrative 
Hearings (SOAH). A SOAH 
hearing is like a civil trial.

The TCEQ issued a 
draft permit for the facil-

ity planned for 3121 Old 
Granbury Road last year but 
did not issue a final permit 
at that time. Instead, the 
agency agreed to extend the 
public comment period. The 
agency organized a webcast 
that gave affected individu-
als an opportunity to express 
their views and concerns to 
TCEQ officials.

In early June, Baker deter-
mined that the city’s permit 
application “meets the re-

quirements of applicable 
law.”

Those who wished to re-
quest a contested case hear-
ing or reconsideration of 
Baker’s decision had 30 days 
in which to do so.

In a letter to stakeholders 
and interested parties dated 
Aug. 18, TCEQ Chief Clerk 
Laurie Gharis stated that any 
such requests had been for-
warded to the applicant (the 
city of Granbury), TCEQ’s ex-

ecutive director (Baker) and 
the Public Interest Counsel 
of the TCEQ.

Each can file a formal writ-
ten response to the hearing 
requests/requests for recon-
sideration, but must do so by 
5 p.m. Monday.

In turn, those who filed 
timely hearing requests/re-
quests for reconsideration 
may file a formal written 
reply to the responses. They 
will have until 5 p.m. on Sept. 

13 to do so.
Delay in construction of 

the wastewater treatment 
plant caused the City Coun-
cil to declare a development 
moratorium in the eastern 
part of the city because the 
existing wastewater treat-
ment plant on Waters Edge 
Drive is near capacity.

According to the city, that 
plant could not be expanded 

From Staff Reports

The Granbury ISD Board of Trust-
ees adopted a lower tax rate for 
the 2021-22 budget year during a 
regular meeting on Aug. 23. School 
officials report this marks the 
sixth straight year that GISD school 
trustees lowered the property tax 
rate.   

The new tax rate of $1.0888 
per $100 of property valuation is 
slightly lower than the previous 

rate of $1.1114.  Included in the 
new rate is $0.9438 for mainte-
nance and operations and $0.145 
for debt service.  

Budgets include $76.1 million for 
general operating expenses. Recap-
ture, however, will increase from 
approximately $700,000 to $5.1 
million to be sent to the state for 
redistribution to other school dis-
tricts with lower property wealth. 

GISD School Board 
adopts lower tax rate

TCEQ to consider new sewer plant at September meeting

MARY VINSON | 
HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

WITH LOVE FROM 
LIPAN: Lipan resi-
dents came out 
Monday morning 
for a big show of 
support for Kyle 
Killinger. Locals 
gathered on both 
sides of FM 4 to 
greet the former 
Marine with 
smiles, cheers and 
waving flags as 
he raced through 
town toward 
his next stop in 
Granbury.

BY TRISTON MCGEHEE
Staff Writer

K
yle Killinger is 

a 33-year-old 

former Marine 

who is run-

ning 3,000 miles across the 

country to raise awareness 

for veterans struggling with 

PTSD.

Killinger’s long journey 

started in mid-July at the 

Marine training base in San 

Diego and will be ending in 

Washington D.C. later this 

year.

“I am trying to raise aware-

ness for people that have 

PTSD and trying to help end 

veteran suicides,” said Kill-

inger. “Four years in a row, 

I did 300 miles in about a 

week. I couldn’t do it last 

year because of COVID.”

Killinger’s key motivation 

is to help veterans who are 

struggling.

“I have lost probably 15-20 

people I know because they 

felt that they didn’t have any 

3,000-mile run raising awareness for veteran issues
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Marine stops in to 
visit with father of late 
friend in Granbury

BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

The Hood County Commission-
ers Court, at its regular meeting 
Tuesday, voted 3-2 to set the pro-
posed tax rate for the 2021-2022 
fiscal year at $0.420345 per $100 
valuation.

That rate is lower than the cur-
rent one of $0.423777 per $100 
valuation.

It will nevertheless raise an addi-
tional $185,000 in revenue, which 
will be earmarked for the county’s 

nine volunteer fire departments.
County Judge Ron Massingill 

made the motion to approve the 
proposed tax rate and to earmark 
the additional revenue for fire-
fighters. 

Precinct 3 Commissioner Jack 
Wilson seconded the motion.

It passed with the votes of Mass-
ingill, Wilson and Precinct 2 Com-
missioner Ron Cotton.

Precinct 4 Commissioner Dave 
Eagle and Precinct 1 Commission-
er Kevin Andrews voted against 
the measure.

Eagle noted that the proposed 
budget is 13% higher than the cur-
rent one and expressed the view 
that it should be trimmed. He also 
noted that the county has received 
millions in federal funds related to 
the pandemic.

The Commissioners Court will 
vote on the proposed budget, 
which will include the proposed 
property tax rate, in September. It 
will take effect Oct. 1.
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County sets proposed tax rate, 
earmarks funds for fire departments
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