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County officers remember Sgt. Lance McLean

Fear-free animal clinic top readers’ choice

Jarratt wins 
Granbury 
mayor race
Place 5 set for runnoff

Best of Hood 
County contest 
winner last year

BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

Jim Jarratt will be Granbury’s 
next mayor, but the question of 
who will take possession of the 
Place 5 seat on the City Council 
will have to be settled in a runoff.

None of the three candidates in 
that race won the required 50% 
of the vote, plus one in unofficial 

MARY VISON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

CARING HANDS: Courtney Bailey, one of Granbury Animal Clinic’s veterinarians, said they take in animals of all sizes, including cattle. The clinic boasts a modern facility 
equipped with surgical suites, a lab and a radiology department. 
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PIRATE STRENGTH AND 
CONDITIONING CAMP

Find out more about Strength and 
Conditioning Camp at Granbury High 
School this week.  B1

County commissioners 
considering upgrades 
for fire departments

BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

The Hood County Commission-
ers Court is considering significant-
ly increasing financial support for 
the county’s nine volunteer fire de-
partments to strengthen emergen-
cy responses for the area’s rapidly 
growing population.

That support could include 
boosting annual stipends for each 
department to $100,000 and com-
mitting $15 million or more to 
fund equipment such as additional 
tanker trucks and the remodeling 
of some stations.

Remodeling would involve build-

ing additional bays to make room 
for more trucks. Bays might also 
be built for ambulances and EMS 
crews in areas that receive the high-
est volume of medical-related calls.

In some areas, the county might 
build new stations, which could in-
volve land purchases.

Talks have also included refur-
bishing existing equipment and 
purchasing a fireboat for fighting 
fires from the water.

No decisions have yet been made 
on either the stipends or the multi-
million-dollar proposal.

County officials recently held 
workshops to discuss funding for 

BY RUSSELL HUFFMAN
Staff Writer

It’s been eight years since Hood 
County Sheriff’s deputy Sgt. Lance 
McLean, a Hico resident, lost his life 
on June 29, 2013, in the line of duty 
– and the Blue Line he served with 
has never forgotten and never will.

McLean was a man who made 
people laugh, whether it was a quick 
joke or photobombing friends and 
strangers with his wife, Katy. 

McLean loved life, and the people 
in his life loved him for it.

The 38-year-old deputy was a 
man of compassion and bravery 
who was remembered by hundreds 

at Hico’s Memorial Stadium follow-
ing his tragic shooting death at the 
hands of child-sex assault suspect 
Ricky Don McCommas.

Sgt. McLean was responding to a 
disturbance in a subdivision outside 
Granbury, and as Hood County Sheriff 
Rogers Deeds described it, “McCom-
mas went to the location to try and kill 
a girl he was accused of sexually as-
saulting in Joshua the year before.” 

McCommas was a firearms dealer 
and former security guard armed 
to the teeth when he encountered 
McLean and shot him in the head. 

It’s a day that remains with Hood 
County Sheriff Lt. Johnny Rose.

 “It is hard to believe it has been 
eight years since Lance McClean’s 
death in 2013. Working as law-
men, you become a tight-knit group 
facing all the problems citizens 
have. To lose one in a violent man-
ner Lance died in can be hard to 
process and deal with emotionally 
and mentally,” Rose said. “But we 
push forward knowing Lance did 
not die in vain and freedom is not 
free. Lance will always be remem-
bered at the Hood County Sheriff’s 
Office through the employees that 
lived that day and through his fam-

PLEASE SEE MCLEAN | A2

PLEASE SEE VFD | A2

REMEMBERING A 
HERO: This week 
Hood County 
Deputy Sgt. Lance 
McLean, who died 
on June 29, 2013, 
as the result of a 
gunshot suff ered 
in the line of duty, 
was remembered 
by his brothers 
and sisters in blue 
as well as the com-
munity members 
he protected and 
served.

COURTESY PHOTO

BY DAVID MONTESINO
Managing Editor

The Granbury Animal Clinic on 
1319 Lipan Highway has treated 
pets for everything from snake 
bites to major surgeries for nearly 
60 years — and it is a major reason 
they were the top choice of readers 
in this newspaper’s Best of Hood 
County contest last year.

Of course, the facilities and veteri-
narians on staff may also have a lot 
to do with that honor.

“We try to get people into the clin-
ic because we’re able to provide bet-
ter medicine and promote a better 
standard of care here at the clinic,” 
said Dr. Courtney Bailey, part-owner 
and one of 5 veterinarians on staff. 
“But if the owner is not able to bring 
the dog in for whatever reason, we 
will come out (to them).”

This nearly 10,00-square-foot 
facility on the outskirts of Gran-
bury has it all: two surgery suites, 
multiple examination rooms and 
spacious boarding kennels for every 
size dog.

They also treat pocket pets such 
as “gerbils, hamsters, guinea pigs 
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Jarratt


