
BY ASHLEY INGE
Staff Writer

It’s been said that a par-
ent’s love has no boundaries, 
and that is especially true 
for Johnny Rose and his wife 
Lucinda. 

After fostering four 
siblings and fighting for 
adoption for seven years, 
the couple finally received 
the greatest gift of all on 
Wednesday, Aug. 18 — their 
family becoming whole. 

Johnny and Lucinda start-
ed the journey to become 
foster parents in 2013 — 
after only being married for 
a year — because they both 
felt “led to do it through 

God.” 
In September of 2014, the 

couple became foster par-
ents of siblings Karter, who 
was only a year old at the 
time, and Ayden, who was 5. 

“We went through all 
the training and got certi-
fied,” said Johnny, who is 
a longtime lieutenant with 
the Hood County Sheriff’s 
Office. “The foster agency 
called and said, ‘We got two 
boys. You got 30 minutes to 
decide,’ and within five min-
utes, she (Lucinda) is back on 
the phone.” 

“He said, ‘Wait, we still 
have 25 more minutes,’” Lu-
cinda said, chuckling.

But Lucinda was certain 

about accepting the boys. 
However, their transition 

didn’t come without obsta-
cles.

“In the first night that we 
had the boys, I think I made 
14 trips to Walmart,” Lucin-
da said. “We didn’t have dia-
pers. We didn’t have bottles. 
We just weren’t prepared for 
the age group that we took, I 
guess. We spent the major-
ity of the night trying to put 
a baby bed together. A baby 
bed that we didn’t have any 
instructions to. And then, we 
didn’t have car seats.” 

Not long after they started 
fostering them, Johnny and 
Lucinda found out that the 
boys had two sisters as well, 

Averrea, age 3, and Zoe, 2, 
which led the Roses to foster 
them a month later. 

The Roses had all four chil-
dren for a total of 11 months 
before they were removed 
from the home and given 
back to their biological par-
ents.

TEMPORARY HEARTBREAK
“As foster parents you 

can’t intervene unless you’d 
have them over a year, so 
that was kind of heartbreak-
ing because we’ve always 
felt like God told us they 
were our kids,” Lucinda said. 
“Think about parenting kids 
for 11 months, and then they 
get yanked away from you, 

and then it’s like grieving a 
death of a child because you 
can’t see them, talk to them 
or anything else. They’re 
gone.” 

Lucinda compared that 
time of her life to a scene 
from the movie, “The War 
Room,” where the main char-
acter, Ms. Clara, has scrip-
tures and notes posted on 
the walls about what she 
needs to pray for.

“I did exactly like the 
movie where she put up 
scriptures all over the place. 
That was the only thing that 
I could fill my head with, you 
know, because I was grieving 
so bad,” she said. 

On Ayden’s birthday, Lu-

cinda was in his room paint-
ing a baseball on the wall. 
Johnny said when he walked 
in to check on her, she was 
crying as she was painting 
the baseball. 

“It kind of hurt so much 
that I gave up (hope), but 
then my wife, she kept pray-
ing and she always said her 
and Jesus prayed them back 
into the house,” Johnny said. 
“Within four months, we got 
them back.”

TROUBLE IN PARADISE
At one point, the Roses 

were fostering nine kids to-
tal.  
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Ethics panel dismisses city manager’s complaint against mayor
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

Granbury Mayor Jim Jar-
ratt was the victor in the 
first-ever case heard by the 
city’s Ethics Commission, 
which met at City Hall Mon-
day afternoon to hear a com-
plaint filed by City Manager 
Chris Coffman.

The notarized grievance, 
filed Friday, Aug. 13, alleged 
violations of the city’s ethics 
code as well as official mis-
conduct.

The complaint was related 
to posts on Jarratt’s Face-

book page that Coffman al-
leged gave the appearance of 
conflicts of interest because 
Jarratt used his official sta-
tus as mayor to endorse a 
political candidate, Cathy 
Reidy.

Jarratt became mayor 
through a special election 
held June 29. It was called 
due to the resignation of 
longtime mayor Nin Hulett.

Reidy was elected to 
serve out the remaining few 
months of Tony Mobly’s 
term in the Place 5 seat. Mo-
bly resigned the seat to run 
for mayor and was one of 

four candidates in that race.
Reidy, who was in a three-

person race for Place 5 in 
the June 29 special election, 
won a runoff contest held on 
July 27.

Coffman said Jarratt’s 
Facebook page had identi-
fied him as the mayor of 
Granbury when he endorsed 
Reidy but that the page has 
since been changed back 
to “Candidate for Mayor of 
Granbury.” Coffman referred 
to the endorsement as an 
“egregious” offense.

Both Coffman and Jarratt 
were present at Monday’s 

meeting and were represent-
ed by lawyers. The parties 
sat at separate tables near 
the dais where commission 
members sat. Their backs 
were to the audience. About 
50 people were in atten-
dance.

Although the agenda 
noted the possibility of 
the commission going into 
closed session to deliberate 
“personnel matters,” Jarratt 
asked that deliberations take 
place in public.

Monday’s meeting served 
as a preliminary hearing that 
held the possibility of a final 

hearing. 
The Ethics Commission, a 

six-member panel appoint-
ed by the council, currently 
consists of Vickie Lee, Ro-
meo Bachand, Jean Cate, Rod 
Reyes, Steve Roberts, and Ju-
lie Shores. However, the full 
panel was not present. Three 
members were selected in 
a drawing to hear the case. 
Those selected were Lee, 
Bachand and Roberts.

At the start of the meeting, 
it was determined that Rob-
erts would serve as chair.

The commission did go 
into closed session for about 

25 minutes, but that was to 
receive guidance from Aus-
tin attorney Charlie Zech.

Zech helped the City Coun-
cil draft its ethics ordinance, 
which was adopted on Feb. 
20, 2018. The Ethics Com-
mission was created through 
that ordinance.

During its regular meet-
ing on Tuesday, Aug. 17, the 
council voted after a closed 
session to allow Assistant 
City Manager Michael Ross to 
“engage the services” of Zech 
as well as another attorney, 

‘Instant Family’

‘Zero to four’: Rose family wins 7-year adoption battle
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COURTESY PHOTO

FINALLY A ROSE: The Rose family poses for a picture after their final adoption hearing on Wednesday, Aug. 18. Pictured from left: Tosha Carroll with Kids First Foster Agency in Fort Worth; Lucinda Rose; Johnny 
Rose; Ashley Rose, Johnny’s daughter from a previous marriage; Carla Johnson, executive director of Kids First Foster Agency; and the kids, Zoe, Karter, Ayden and Averrea. 
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With ethics complaint, city delays HCN’s document request
BY KATHY CRUZ 
Senior Staff Writer

The ethics complaint filed 
by Granbury City Manager 
Chris Coffman against Mayor 
Jim Jarratt has raised ques-
tions about the city’s trans-
parency in handling Open 
Records requests.

The Hood County News 
filed an Open Records 

request at 8:19 a.m. on 
Wednesday, Aug. 18, after 
receiving a tip that a griev-
ance against the mayor had 
been filed.

The HCN did not receive 
the requested documents 
until 4:11 p.m. Monday after 
the Ethics Commission had 
met to consider and publicly 
discuss the complaint.

By law, an entity that is 

subject to Open Records 
is required to produce the 
requested information 
“promptly.” According to 
the Texas attorney gener-
al’s Public Information Act 
Handbook 2020, “’promptly’ 
means as soon as possible 
under the circumstances, 
that is, within a reasonable 
time, without delay.’”

The city’s Open Records 

requests are processed by 
the city secretary.

City Attorney Jeremy 
SoRelle told the HCN in a text 
message on Monday, Aug. 23 
– his first day back from va-
cation and five days after the 
newspaper had submitted 
the request – that City Sec-
retary Carla Walker had for-
warded the request to him.

When the documents were 

not forthcoming, the HCN 
made several inquiries to 
both Walker and SoRelle. 
When the inquiries were met 
with no response, the news-
paper asked for an explana-
tion. That request, too, went 
unanswered.

On Monday, after the Eth-
ics Commission meeting had 
concluded, the HCN again 
texted SoRelle asking about 

the Open Records request. 
He advised the paper to 
check with the city secretary.

The HCN again emailed 
Walker and phoned her of-
fice. An assistant said that 
she was working on the re-
quest.

The ethics ordinance 
states that the city secretary, 
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