
But many dog owners would 
like you to resist that urge. 
Chances are it’s ok to pet, but 
what if the dog is reactive and 
will misbehave? The handler 
on the other end of the leash 
might be working on those bad 
habits, and you’re not helping.

More importantly, what if it’s 
a service dog? While it might 
look like the dog is just relax-
ing at her owner’s feet, atten-
tion from a stranger could be a 
distraction. Their work might 
involve detecting an impend-
ing seizure, a diabetic event 
or anxiety attack. Because of 
this, many handlers outfit their 
service dog with a “Do Not Pet” 
vest.

But if you run across Hood 
County resident Jackson 
Fulgham and his service dogs, 
you might get the green light. 

Fulgham, who has handled 
numerous service dogs, sees 
teaching the public about ser-
vice dogs as a mission. He said, 
“Every owner has their own 
philosophy about (public con-
tact)…. I enjoy interacting with 
people and acclimating them to 
service dogs.”

Lacey and Striker are his 
current working service dogs. 
Both German shepherd dogs, 
Lacey is older and more sea-
soned, but Striker is catching 
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Christmas parade was late pastor’s dream

Former software developer follows calling to Acton church
SEE MORE INSIDE

Granbury council to soon consid-
er citywide trail system and City 
manager to hold second Q&A 
event. Please see stories, A3.

Rattlers make short work of Mar-
lin, stay perfect with. Please see 
story, A6.

No-bake pies lighten the Thanks-
giving load. Please see recipes, 
B4.

BY ASHLEY INGE
Staff Writer 

A mid-life career change is shap-
ing up to be a new beginning for 
Acton resident Dan Weichart.

After moving 1,000 miles and 
starting a brand new career, 
Weichart has finally found his true 
purpose in life.

Weichart was born and raised 
in Wisconsin and previously lived 

in Arizona. He earned a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in economics from 
the University of Wisconsin-Mil-
waukee and a Master of Business 
Administration from Arizona State 
University.

But after 20 years spent working 
as a software developer and educa-
tor, Weichart could no longer deny 
his pastoral calling to become an 
ordained minister.

“I have had a call for many many 

years but found other ways to 
respond to that call,” he said. “I 
would always be working full time, 
but I would be volunteering at the 
church leading adult Bible classes 
and for the last 10 years, I was very 
involved with the juvenile deten-
tion ministry, so those were two 
places that I responded to God’s 
call, but you can always do a little 
bit more.” 

In 2013, Weichart began pursu-

ing his Master of Divinity degree. 
He attended both Luther Seminary 
in St. Paul, Minnesota and Fuller 
Seminary in Pasadena, California 
to complete his educational re-
quirements to become a Lutheran 
pastor. He served his internship 
at two Lutheran churches in the 
Phoenix area. 

Weichart said he had hoped to 
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BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the Hood County News

In 1989, when the late Pastor Lar-
ry Dickson arrived in Granbury, he 
was determined to keep the motto 

“Shop Hood First” alive and well 
and to share his favorite story — 
the birth of Jesus Christ.

Dickson passed away in 2020, 
but his dream continues to live as 

the 32nd Night of Lights Christmas 
Parade will once again be held on 
the Granbury Square Friday, Nov. 
25 at 6 p.m.

“Today, everyone still reaps the 

benefits of his love for his church 
(Faith Assembly of God), the com-
munity, and his determination,” 
said Parade Committee Chair Julia 
Pannell, who has been involved 

with the event since 1994.
The event is made possible by 

the Historic Granbury Merchants 
Association, Visit Granbury, City of 
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TO PET OR 
NOT TO PET?
Why some dogs and 
owners might say 
‘please do not disturb’
BY JAY ANN COX
Staff Writer

W
hen you see a dog in public, do you rush 
over to tell him he is a very good boy? 
Maybe it’s your dog-crazy child who has 
spied a patch of fur and a wet nose and 

wants to dive in for a hug. There are squeals and pleas 
of “can I pet him?” Dogs have that effect on a lot of us.
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HARD WORKERS: Jackson Fulgham is joined by his two service dogs, 
Lacey (left) and Striker (right). Fulgham breeds, trains and raises German 
shepherd puppies to give away to qualified veterans in need of a service 
dog.
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