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Mr. Whiskers will 
get you hooked 
on catfish
Stinky sludge key to success 
of family business 

BY RUSSELL HUFFMAN
Staff Writer

I
f you want to land more catfish, you 

need to bait your treble hook with Mr. 

Whiskers bait.

That is a bold statement when it comes 

to fishing, but the proof is in the pudding. 

In this case, the evidence is in a container of 

goop that smells like something you for-

got and left in the back of your fridge for six 

months.

“I’ve got another one,” Granbury’s Mike 

Whitlock said. “How many do you have?”

Whitlock, who represents the 
third generation of Mr. Whiskers, 
is tossing a little jab at his grandfa-
ther, Tom, who founded the com-
pany.

“He’s not very big,” Tom said with 
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What are 
black fire 
hydrants?
Firefighters must 
rely on tanker trucks 
due to low water 
volume

BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

Black fire hydrants scattered 
throughout the county might go 
largely unnoticed by the public, but 
firefighters know what they mean, 
and many make it a point to know 
exactly where they are.

Ink-colored fireplugs are a sig-
nal for firefighters not to hook up 
water hoses there because of low 
water volume and the possibility 
that infrastructure put in place by 
developers might collapse under 
the strain.

Some neighborhoods that have 
black hydrants contain large, up-
scale homes. Bentwater is among 
them.

Hood County Fire Marshal Jeff 
Young estimates that 65%-70% of 
the county does not have hydrants 
that provide strong enough water 
flows for firefighting.

The black fire hydrants came 
about because for years, there were 
no regulations in the more rural 
parts of the county for such things 
as water availability for firefighting.

“If a developer wanted to go in 
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A WHOPPER: Tom Whitlock, founder of the Mr. Whiskers line of catfi sh bait, ribs a fellow angler about the size of the catfi sh in Lake Granbury. 

FISHING FAMILY: Wendall, Tom and Mike Whitlock have a wealth of guiding experience. 
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NEW MAYOR: A verteran of corporate America, the aff able Jim Jarratt now directs 
the aff airs of the lakeside municipality of Granbury. 

Self-described ‘workaholic’ Jarratt takes 
reins in new role as Granbury’s mayor
BY KATHY CRUZ

Senior Staff Writer

With loved ones by his side, Jim 
Jarratt was sworn in as Granbury’s 
new mayor at the end of last week’s 
regular City Council meeting, re-
ceiving enthusiastic applause and 
cheers from supporters who filled 
seats in the council chamber.

“It has been a journey,” Jarratt 
said, addressing the audience after 
being administered the oath of of-
fice by Municipal Judge Alan Hines. 

“It started out six or eight weeks 
ago, and it culminates here to-
night.”

Not many people in Granbury 
knew who Jarratt was before he 
filed to run for mayor in a special 
election necessitated by the res-
ignation of longtime mayor Nin 
Hulett.

 Although Jarratt was serving on 
the city’s Capital Improvement Ad-
visory Committee and had served 
on the city’s Municipal Utility Advi-
sory Board and the county’s Library 

Advisory Board, the self-professed 
“private person” went from a virtu-
al unknown to mayor of a growing 
tourism destination in just a few 
weeks’ time.

Jarratt is never spotted on a golf 
course or a tennis court and, al-
though he enjoys meeting people, 
he isn’t much for hanging out at 
bars. Most evenings, he’s in by 8 
p.m., listening to classical music 
while catching up on the latest 
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SEALS  SWIM TEAM 
MARKS MILESTONE

RUSSELL HUFFMAN | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Granbury’s summer swim team, the 
SEALS, celebrated their 30th anni-

versary with a meet. DIVERSIONS, B1


