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Granbury Economic Development Director and triathlon participant Lance LaCour is prepared to go the distance in drawing businesses and industries that will 
provide good-paying jobs for the community.

SEE MORE INSIDE
Free federal tax return assis-
tance to begin in February and 
Crockett closure on square to 
last through March. Please see 
stories, A3.

Strong vocals and showstop-
ping performances were at 
the height of the fifth annual 
Voice of Granbury competition 
last Thursday and Brawner 
Elementary dedicates play-
ground bench in honor of be-
loved student. Please see stories, 
B1.

Cinergy to offer unlimited mov-
ies, popcorn refills Jan. 28 and 
Acton trail run to benefit youth 
camp scholarship fund. Please 
see stories, B4.

From Staff Reports

A 62-year-old Hood County 
man was sentenced on Jan. 17 in 
Granbury’s 355th District Court to 
life in prison for the 2019 murder 
of his wife — a crime witnessed 
by their two children, ages 5 and 
7 — according to a news release 
provided by Hood County District 
Attorney Ryan Sinclair. 

Sinclair noted 
that Edward Michael 
Pautenis earlier 
confessed to Texas 
Rangers investiga-
tors that he had 
killed his wife, 
Jennifer. But at trial 
Pautenis pleaded 

not guilty to both the first-degree 
felony murder and to a third-de-
gree felony count of tampering 
with evidence in connection with 
hiding a vehicle he used to trans-
port the victim’s body to dump in 
a remote area.

The jury gave Pautenis a 10-
year prison term for tampering, 
in addition to the life in prison 
sentence. Sinclair said the two sen-
tences will run concurrently.

Sinclair and Assistant District 
Attorney Willem VanZeben pre-
sented the case to the jury, and 
District Court Judge Bryan Bufkin 
presided over the trial.

The news release included this 
description of what happened 
on Oct. 20, 2019, the day of the 
murder: 

“On October 20, 2019, Pautenis 
was at his home on Coral Sands 
Court with his wife Jennifer and 
their seven-year-old son and five-
year-old daughter. According to 
Pautenis, he and his wife began ar-
guing that evening. At some point 
during the evening, Pautenis got 
a .25 caliber pistol and shot his 
wife multiple times in the hall-
way, then he grabbed a rifle and 
shot her again, and then grabbed 
another rifle and continued to 
shoot her. Meanwhile, Pautenis’s 
children were standing at the 
edge of the hallway screaming at 
him to stop. Pautenis accidentally 

It wasn’t very long ago that the 
city had trouble drawing volun-
teers willing to serve on advisory 
boards.

That seems to have changed.
When the City Council appoint-

ed board members to serve new 
terms during its regular meeting 
on Jan. 17, some boards had more 

applicants than available seats.
Not only that, but Mayor Jim 

Jarratt was thrilled by the quali-
fications and experience of what 
he called a “stellar” group of 
applicants.

Those who serve on city boards 
advise the City Council, helping 
the elected officials to make in-
formed decisions.

Here is a breakdown of those ap-

pointed to serve. Incumbents are 
marked with (I).

GRANBURY PARKS BOARD 
Six terms were expiring. Ten 

people applied, including five in-
cumbents. Those appointed were 
Barbara Boozer (I), Jon Curtner (I), 
James Dickens (I), Josh McGinnis 
(I), Jone Snider (I), and Katherine 
McGill.

GRANBURY REGIONAL 
AIRPORT BOARD 

Five board members and one 
alternate were needed. There were 
eight applicants, four of whom 
were incumbents. Those ap-
pointed were Larry French (I), Rick 
Huber (I), Jackie Vaughn (I), Ronnie 
Stowell (incumbent alternate), Pat 
Abell, and Ralph Newton. Stowell 
will now serve as a full board 

member and Newton will be the 
alternate.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Seven applicants, including 
three incumbents, applied for four 
openings. Those appointed were 
Brian Blevins (I), Jerry Colborg (I), 

City Council chooses among ‘stellar’ board applicants
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer
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D.A.: Local man 
sentenced to 
life in prison 
for wife’s 2019 
murder

Pautenis

A former national racquetball 
champion and triathlon par-
ticipant, Granbury Economic 
Development Director LaCour is 
always working harder where his 
own personal best is concerned.

Since arriving in Granbury last 
June, he has been focused on at-
tracting businesses and industries 
that will bring good-paying jobs 
to Granbury and Hood County, 
which a few years ago was ranked 
the ninth fastest-growing county 
in the country by the United States 
Census Bureau.

Six months into his new gig, 
LaCour thus far has been low key, 
but that doesn’t mean he hasn’t 
been busy. He has been laying 
groundwork for future projects 
that will include, but will cer-
tainly not be limited to, business-
es at and around the expanded 
Granbury Regional Airport.

LaCour has more than 30 years’ 
experience in economic develop-
ment and has a master’s degree in 
that field of study. He earned that 
degree as well as a bachelor’s de-
gree in political science from the 
University of Southern Mississippi.

The city hired LaCour after City 
Manager Chris Coffman, with ap-
proval from the City Council, cre-
ated an economic development 
department.

Since previous partnerships 
involving the city, county, and 
chamber of commerce ultimately 
failed, Coffman felt that an eco-
nomic development department 
controlled and funded by the city 
would have greater sustainability. 
He indicated that partnerships are 
still welcome, though.

LaCour was living in Humble 
and was president and CEO of 
Partnership Lake Houston, which 

he described as a combination 
chamber/economic development 
organization, when he drew the 
city of Granbury’s attention.

By the time he joined 
Partnership Lake Houston, LaCour 
was a seasoned economic devel-
opment expert. He had spent 15 
years with the Katy Area Economic 
Development Council and before 
that, he worked in economic devel-
opment roles in both Alabama and 
Mississippi.

CHANCE ENCOUNTER
After four years of college, 

LaCour was still unsure of what 
career path he would take. He 
thought of maybe going to law 
school.

LaCour had just completed his 
undergraduate work and was 
mulling what to do next when one 
of his cycling friends invited him 
to participate in a sailboat race 

Economic leader focused  
on Granbury achieving  
its personal best

LANCE 
LACOUR

Economic development is all about making communities stronger 
and better, and stronger and better is what Lance LaCour is all 
about.

BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer
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LaCour has more than 30 years’ experience in economic development and has a mas-

ter’s degree in that field of study. He earned that degree as well as a bachelor’s degree 

in political science from the University of Southern Mississippi.


