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Mayor sees 
‘lessons’ in 
ethics probe

BY ASHLEY INGE
Staff Writer

A luncheon to honor first re-
sponders and victims of 9/11 will 
take place from noon to 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, Sept. 11, at the VFW Post. 

Over the last several years the 
local Riley Stephens Memorial Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 
7835 has looked for ways to honor 
Hood County’s first responders, 
while also holding a memorial ser-
vice for those who lost their lives on 
9/11. 

The post is named after local hero 
Riley Stephens, who was killed in a 
small arms fire exchange on Sept. 
28, 2012 in Afghanistan. Stephens 
was a member of the Army and was 
a Green Beret and combat medic. He 
was from Tolar and completed eight 
combat tours in Iraq and Afghani-
stan before his death. 

This year, the post is collaborat-
ing with several organizations like 
the American Legion, Blue Star 
Mothers, the Military Officers As-
sociation of America (MOAA), the 
Granbury High School JROTC Honor 
Guard, Operation Red White & Blue 
and local vendors, to host the lun-
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BY ASHLEY INGE
Staff Writer

T
he creators of “Yellowstone,” 
one of the most popular dra-
mas on television, began set-
ting up on Monday at Farina’s 

Winery & Café in Granbury, where it will 
be used as one of the sets for its new 
prequel series, “1883.” 

BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

Granbury Mayor Jim Jarratt spoke 
out Tuesday, the day after the city’s 
Ethics Commission voted to put City 
Manager Chris Coffman’s complaint 
about him to rest without a final 
hearing or a finding of wrongdoing.

Jarratt had declined to comment 
shortly after the meeting concluded, 
telling the Hood County News that 
he preferred to spend time thinking 
about what he wanted to say.

He emailed a statement to the 
HCN the following morning.

Coffman accused the recently 
elected mayor of official miscon-
duct and violations of the city’s eth-
ics code.

The accusations related to posts 
on Jarratt’s Facebook page that list-
ed him as the mayor of Granbury. 
He endorsed a candidate for City 
Council on that page, which Coff-
man said was “egregious.” The page 
was later changed back to listing 
Jarratt as “candidate” for mayor.

Social media posts made through 
the accounts of elected officials can 
be fraught territory. Jarratt’s attor-
ney argued that he had done noth-
ing wrong, and two of the commis-
sion’s three members agreed to put 
the matter to rest.

Here is the statement that Jarratt 
emailed to the HCN:

“I think back to the week after I 
was sworn in, which is the time that 
the City Manager, among others, has 

BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

So, what will the average homeown-
er within Granbury’s city limits pay 
in property taxes for 2021 if the city, 
Granbury ISD and Hood County adopt 
their proposed property tax rates?

Eddie Roe, chief appraiser for the 

Hood Central Appraisal District 
(HCAD), answered that question for 
the Hood County News.

Property tax rates will be voted 
on this month, and they will take 
effect Oct. 1.

According to Roe, property tax 
bills will go out in October reflect-
ing the adopted rates. Bills will not 

be delinquent until Feb. 1, 2022.
Proposed property tax rates 

per $100 valuation are as follows: 
Hood County, $0.420345; city of 
Granbury, $0.386965; and Gran-
bury ISD, $1.0888.

Roe said that, as of Jan.1, the 
average residential value in Hood 
County was $238,045.

Based on that figure, the average 
homeowner in Granbury will pay 
these amounts for 2021: $988 to 
the county, $1,076.74 to the city, 
and $1,944.23 to the Granbury ISD.

The average property tax bill, us-
ing those numbers, will be $4,008.97.

That figure is slightly lower than 
2020’s average property tax bill, 

which was $4,083.60.
Although some taxing entities may 

keep their property tax rate the same 
or even lower it slightly, how much a 
homeowner pays in property taxes 
also depends on the HCAD’s ap-
praised value of their home.
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HELLO, HOOD COUNTY! Tim McGraw was quick to flash a smile and friendly wave 
to adoring fans as they vied for his attention throughout the day at the  “1883” set 
on the Granbury square.
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Proposals slightly lower property tax bills

Luncheon to 
honor 9/11  
victims, first 
responders 
set Saturday
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FARINA’S WINERY & CAFE  
TAKES CENTER STAGE 
Stars align for production of ‘Yellowstone’ prequel series, ‘1883’

ENTER MR. ELLIOTT: Excitement rippled among fans Tuesday morning  
behind the barricades on Bridge Street across from Farina’s Winery & Cafe as 
well-known actor Sam Elliott made his arrival to the set of “1883.”

“They initially made contact with 
my wife and said they were inter-
ested in the building, but that’s the 
extent of what we knew,” said Gary 
Farina, the owner of Farina’s Winery 
& Café. 

“We didn’t know anything about 
the show or anything like that, 
so then when they came out and 
looked at our building and saw 
our bar, they felt that it would be 
in keeping with the ‘Yellowstone’ 
spinoff, ‘1883,’” Farina said. “The 
bar that we have in our building is 
from the late 1800s; it’s an Ameri-
can bar. It was made by the Bruns-
wick Corporation — the company 
that makes bowling alleys and pool 

HURRY UP AND 
WAIT: A rider and 
equine handler 
take to the shade 
while staging at 
the side of the 
First National 
Bank building as 
crews set up light-
ing and work out 
the motions for 
the outside scene 
on Houston Street 
at the “Calhoun 
Hotel.”

“They’ve taken everything — all of the conduit, light fixtures, 

everything was taken out except for the bar itself.”

GARY FARINA
Owner, Farina’s Winery & Café 


