
BY MARK WILSON
Staff Writer

Hood County lawmen who gath-
ered together for a group photo in 
1999 had their plans to recreate 
the pose last year put on hold by 
COVID-19.

But on April 13 of this year, the 
plan was finally carried out when 
they met once again at Buzzard 
Hollow Ranch, south of Granbury.

Hood County Sheriff’s Office 
Lieutenant Johnny Rose stated that 
“approximately 22 years ago, Gran-

bury Police Department D.A.R.E. 
Officer Rodney Casey brought 
together 12 lawmen for a photo 
to place on a trading card for his 
D.A.R.E. kids.”

Rose noted that the trading card 
with the photo was labeled, “Peace-

makers,” and featured a dozen law-
men.

Rose told the HCN, “It was real 
good seeing everybody and talk 
about old times.”

D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education) was phased out about 

seven years ago in the Granbury 
ISD in favor of a similar program 
called STOP.

Casey, who served as the D.A.R.E. 
officer for four years during his 

BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

The Texas Department of Trans-
portation (TxDOT) may finally be 
ready to hit the gas on widening 
U.S. Hwy. 377, taking it from four 
lanes to six through the most con-

gested part of Granbury.
TxDOT’s Fort Worth District of-

fice has scheduled a virtual public 
meeting for Tuesday, May 4 to 
present its proposal for widening a 
9-mile stretch of 377, including the 
lake bridge where vehicle accidents 

frequently cause traffic jams. Citi-
zens will have a two-week period 
for submitting comments.

While that news may thrill locals 
who deal daily with the county’s 
worsening traffic problems, there 
is bad news for those who interpret 
the virtual meeting as a sign that 
the cavalry is coming. On a normal 
timetable, such projects are in the 
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MAKING WAVES: Captain Kirk’s Tiki Cruises on Lake Granbury are sure to be a hit, especially since Kirk Grable’s sunset cruises include food catered by Mesquite Pit for 
those who want to place dinner orders. The varied menu includes barbecue, steaks, shrimp, salads, quesadillas and burgers. The cruise service launches this weekend 
and off ers morning, afternoon and evening excursions that last 90 minutes.
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DINNER and a CRUISE 
Mesquite Pit, Captain Kirk’s Tiki Cruises team up for catered boat tours
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

E
ver since Jake May-

nard opened his Mes-

quite Pit restaurant 

on the banks of Lake 

Granbury, he dreamed of ca-

tering boat cruises.

After all, the lake is right 

there, just feet from his res-

taurant and its covered patio. 

And there’s a boat dock there 

for diners who prefer to ar-

rive for lunch or dinner by 

way of the waves rather than 

busy Pearl Street.

“When we opened, we kind of 
kicked it around and dreamed 
about it,” Maynard said of the con-
cept. “We talked about how it would 
fit very well with the city of Gran-
bury and the culture there.”

As it turns out, Maynard and his 
team weren’t the only ones who 
thought that catered boat cruises 
would go well with Granbury’s cul-
ture. Staff at the chamber and Visit 
Granbury thought so, too.

One day Maynard received a 
phone call from a guy named Kirk 
Grable, who had been encouraged 
by the chamber and Visit Granbury 
to contact him. Grable, a Weather-
ford native, owns Captain Kirk’s 
Tiki Cruises in Port Aransas.

The two men quickly realized 
that their businesses fit together 
like steak and baked potatoes, or 
pontoon boats and tourists. They 
decided to team up to start offering 
catered cruises on Lake Granbury.

“It just looked like such a good fit, 
I couldn’t say no,” Maynard said. “I 
couldn’t find any negative.”

This weekend, Captain Kirk’s Tiki 
Cruises will officially launch in the 
city that has twice been voted the 
country’s Best Historic Small Town. 
Grable’s 30-foot-long vessel with a 
thatched roof will be a permanent 
fixture at the dock by Mesquite Pit 
at 919 E. Pearl St.

“It’s huge,” Grable said of the boat 
he brought to Lake Granbury from 
Port Aransas. “It’s like a pontoon 
boat on steroids.”

There is room for 20 passengers, 
not counting the captain and any 
crew members.
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DISTRICT 
CROWN 
UP FOR 
GRABS 
The Lady 
Rattlers’ 11-1 
victory over 
Lipan Tuesday 
gave them 
a share of 
first place in 
district, and a 
playoff date with 
De Leon High 
School to deter-
mine top billing. 
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State wants public input 
on 377 expansion plan
Proposal imagines widening of highway, 
turning 9-mile stretch from four to six lanes 
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Lawmen posing like it’s 1999 to recreate D.A.R.E. snapshot


