
BY RUSSELL HUFFMAN
Staff Writer

The Granbury Historic Merchants As-
sociation’s Lighted Boat Parade is set for 
Sunday, Sept. 5 at approximately 8:15 
p.m., with an estimated 60 boats compet-
ing for the $500 first-place prize.

Entry into the parade is free, and the 
90-minute (around) tour will feature the 
boats traveling northerly up Lake Gran-
bury and back so everyone can enjoy the 
boaters’ work on lighting their boats.

Large numbered placards for vessels 
will be issued to keep track of the boating 
entries on Saturday, Sept. 4, from 3-6 p.m. 
and again on Sunday, Sept. 5, from 6-8 
p.m. Both days, the placards will be hand-
ed out at Stumpy’s Cove (Lake Granbury 
Marina) at their long dock.

Spectators can enjoy the view from the 
Granbury City Beach and the Conference 
Center Boardwalk. 

The boats will travel from Stumpy’s 
Cove to the Rockin S Bar & Grill (another 

great spot to see them) for the judging.
Following the judging, the parade will 

travel toward the downtown area and 
Mesquite Grill, another good spot to see 
them.

Prizes of $100, $250, and $500 are be-
ing awarded to the top three entries

For more information, contact coor-
dinator Ken Copeland @ kencopeland@
charter.net or message him at 817-994-
9214.
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3801 E. Hwy. 377, Suite 100 
Granbury, TX 76049
LakeGranburyDoc.com
817-396-7600Express Care – when a minor illness or injury can’t wait.

Lakeside Physicians Express Care is open 7 days a week with walk-in care for minor illnesses, injuries, physicals and more.  
For care after hours or on weekends, we have you covered. No appointment necessary.

Walk-ins are welcome 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven days a week.  
No appointment needed. Medicare and most insurance plans accepted.

BY ASHLEY INGE
Staff Writer

Following great reviews from its 
inaugural event last year, the Taste 
of Granbury Whiskey & Wine event 
is returning to Granbury from 5-8 
p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 30, at the 
LC Ranch — formerly known as 
Line Camp — located at 4610 Shaw 
Road. 

“We thought we did very well for 
doing it the first time,” said Cathy 
Weeks, co-chair of the event. “Last 
year, we raised $30,000 in schol-
arship funds and the community 
really came together — all the gen-
erous vendors, the restaurants in 
town, the distilleries, the winer-
ies, the brewery that donated all 
of their wares and talents — it was 
fabulous.” 

Guests can enjoy tastings from 
eight whiskey, beer and wine ven-
dors, as well as samplings for 11 
food vendors — all while support-
ing The Wednesday Women’s Club 
of Granbury, where all proceeds 
will go toward the Lois G. Cleve-
land Memorial Scholarship Fund to 
benefit female graduates of Hood 
County.

“Education I believe is vital for 
every young lady’s future,” Weeks 
said. “I think it provides many 
more opportunities if we can re-

Lighted boat parade set for Sept. 5 on Lake Granbury
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BOAT PARADE: Granbury Historic Merchants Association’s lighted boat parade will be Sept. 5.

BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

The slate of candidates 
for city and school Novem-
ber elections has been set.

The filing period closed 
Monday.

Elections for the Gran-
bury City Council and the 
Granbury School Board of 
Trustees drew several can-
didates.

For Granbury City Coun-
cil, Steven Vale and Cathy 
Reidy will once again com-
pete for the Place 5 seat 
previously held by Tony 

Mobly.
Mobly resigned that seat 

to run for mayor in a June 
29 special election. He lost 
the race to Jim Jarratt.

Vale scored the highest 
number of votes in a three-
man race in the special elec-
tion but did not win enough 
votes to avoid a runoff with 
Reidy. In that race, he won 
598 votes to Reidy’s 425 
and Richard Hoefs’ 397.

Reidy won the July 27 
runoff by 48 votes. She was 
sworn in during the regular 
City Council meeting on 
Aug. 3 to serve out the re-

maining months of Mobly’s 
three-year term.

The council’s Place 3 seat 
will also be on the ballot.

Incumbent Bruce Wadley 
is seeking a second term. 
He is being challenged by 
Joanie Keays, who was one 
of four mayoral candidates 
in the special election.

Terms are expiring for 
Places 3 and 4 on the Gran-
bury School Board. There 
are three candidates for 
each seat.

Place 4’s Nancy Alana is 
being challenged for re-
election by Betsy Ross and 

Courtney Gore.
Place 3 incumbent Chris 

Willis is not seeking a sec-
ond term. Those hoping 
to win that seat are Bret 
Deason, Melanie Graft and 
Susan Wood.

Tolar City Secretary Mi-
chelle Burdette said Tues-
day that she will cancel the 
city’s election plans due to 
incumbents drawing no op-
position to their re-election 
bids. Those slated to start 
new terms in November are 
Matt Hutsell (Place 1), Sally 
Grimes (Place 2) and Chip 
Foster (Place 3).

For the Tolar ISD board, 
Matt Imel of Place 3 drew 
no opposition but Place 
4’s Rhonda Knight is being 
challenged by Jodi Barnes. 

The HCN had not received 
word from the DeCordova 
city secretary by press time 
about the final list of can-
didates. Seats scheduled 
to be on the ballot and the 
people currently holding 
them are Place 1 (mayor), 
Dave Hanson; Place 4, Judy 
Cordell; and Place 5, Jim 
Gallman.

Elections Administra-
tor Michele Carew said 

Wednesday that she had 
not received a final candi-
date list from DeCordova 
but that she was told there 
was an expectation that the 
incumbents would not be 
challenged. 

Election day is Tuesday, 
Nov. 2.

The deadline to register 
to vote in the November 
election or to update voter 
registration is Monday, 
Oct. 4.

kcruz@hcnews.com | 817-
579-1886

Granbury city, school races draw contenders

Taste of 
Granbury is 
back again

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

WHAT’S FOR BREAKFAST? Eager students were back at school this week in the Granbury ISD. Teacher Teri Call helps these young ladies with breakfast at Emma 
Roberson Early Learning Academy.

Detroit-born author finds 
home in small-town Cresson
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BY ASHLEY INGE
Staff Writer

CRESSON — Laura 
Drake, an award-win-
ning author, has only 
lived in Cresson for a 
short while, but she has 
definitely claimed the 
small town as her new 
home. 

Drake lived in Michi-
gan and California for 
most of her life, but it 
wasn’t until her first trip 
to Texas that she dis-
covered her passion for 
writing — and cowboys. 

While she was living 
in California, she met 
her now-husband, Gary, 
who is a “die-hard, bleed 
maroon, Texas Aggie.” 

“I didn’t know about 

A&M. I had no idea,” 
Laura said. “And I 
thought, ‘Oh, this guy. 
Will he just stop talking 
about this? It’s a college. 
Get over it.’ But I fig-
ured it out when I went 
there.” 

One year, Laura took 
a trip to Texas to meet 
Gary’s parents for 
Christmas, and that’s 
when he also took her to 
see her first rodeo. 

And the rest, as they 
say, was history. 

That one rodeo 
sparked this Yankee’s 
desire to start writing 
at the age of 40 — and 
it intensified once they 
moved to Texas. 
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Students head back to school at Granbury ISD


