
get close enough to put out the 
flames. 

By that time Rick and Tracy, 
his wife of 25 years, showed up 
to help along with several fam-
ily members and friends. 

But unfortunately, their trou-
bles weren’t over yet. 

“We have, like, a farm,” Rick 
said. “We love animals.” 

While family and friends 
were herding their goats out of 
harm’s way, Rick broke a win-
dow, climbed into the house, 
and rescued four sugar gliders, 
a bearded dragon and a cat, 
which was unconscious. 

Rick said during the chaos, 
two of his dogs managed to run 
back into the burning house. 

“Well, one of the first firemen 
come out and he was carrying 
one of our dogs, and he was still 
alive, but during the process of 
that, another firefighter came 
out and they had our other dog, 

and he didn’t make it,” Rick 
said. “My daughter saw it, and 
that was her dog ... if there’s 
ever a moment in your life as a 
parent where you feel utterly 
useless, that was it. Because I 
mean, she just completely lost 
it.” 

It took firefighters three 
hours to put the fire out. A fire 
investigator determined that 
the cause of the fire was from 
the dryer vent.

“My wife and I have always 
been afraid of a house fire. Al-
ways. It’s been our number one 
thing, especially once we had 
kids and then with my grand-
daughter,” Rick said. “I mean, 
there’s nothing anybody could 
really do about it. It happened 
so fast. I’m just glad that no-
body was home because typi-
cally my son would have been 
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HEARTBREAK: Air Force veteran Rick Dailey and his 12-year-old dog, Holly Bear, stand amidst the rubble of what used to be their home. 
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Community rallies to assist veteran after house fire

BY AHLEY INGE
Staff Writer 

Air Force veteran Rick Dai-
ley was out celebrating his 
son’s 18th birthday party 
at the VFW post on June 12, 
when his whole life changed in 
an instant. 

His son, Brock, who had re-
cently graduated from Weath-
erford High School, left the 
party to pick up a friend and 
to grab a card game from the 
house, north of Granbury off 
of Weatherford Highway.  

As soon as Brock opened 
the front door, he saw that 
their house was filled with 
smoke. 

“He calls my wife and says, 
‘Mom, the house is on fire,’” 
Rick said, who spent more 
than 17 years in the Air Force. 
“I didn’t know what to do. So, 
we jumped in the truck, and 
had him on speakerphone, 
and then while we were talk-
ing to him, I was dialing the 
fire department. My son was 
like, ‘You know, Dad, I got to 
get all the animals out,’ be-
cause we had six dogs in the 
house, and they were all in 
separate areas of the house.” 

Brock managed to get all 
of the dogs out of the home 
while also attempting to put 
out the fire with an extin-
guisher — but was not able to PLEASE SEE FIRE | A2
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TOTAL LOSS: The Dailey family lost everything on June 12 in a 
house fire caused by their dryer vent. 

‘I wouldn’t wish this on my worst enemy.’

RICK DAILEY
Air Force veteran, homeowner

County holds workshop on how 
to spend $12M in federal funds 
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

A county health clinic, a 
grant program for small busi-
nesses and grants for local 
nonprofits that address a 
range of needs throughout 
the community are things 
that might be financed with 
$12 million in federal funds 
that the county is slated to 

receive.
The money is part of the 

American Rescue Plan Act 
of 2021, also known as the 
COVID-19 Stimulus Package. 
Under the plan, $350 billion 
is being given to help states, 
counties, cities, and tribal 
governments cover increased 
costs caused by the pandem-
ic, replenish lost revenue, and 
allay economic harm.

The county already has 
about half of its $12 million 
allotment and will receive the 
other half next year provided 
all requirements are met.

The Commissioners Court 
held a workshop Wednesday 
to discuss setting a budget 
for the funds through 2024. 
No action was taken.
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Ridge Roberts

‘Wiz kid’ sets sights 
on Grand Ole Opry
BY MARK WILSON
Staff Writer

Long before he turned 18 in April, Hood County resi-
dent Ridge Roberts became a local legend as a Texas-
style championship fiddler. Now he’s getting ready to 
play where some of the world’s greatest music legends 
have performed — The Grand Ole Opry. 

Roberts was invited to play his fiddle on stage at The 
Opry last year after winning the Open Division of the 
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