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diet, age and more.

Granbury ISD’s board of trust-
ees voted unanimously to sell the 
district’s airplane during Monday’s 
school board meeting, citing high-
er expenses and liability risks as 
the reasons behind their decision. 

A subcommittee consisting of 
trustees Barbara Townsend, Billy 
Wimberly, and Melanie Graft, was 
recently formed to discuss the po-
tential selling of the GISD airplane 
with Todd Gibson, the district’s 
career and technical education 
director. 

“All of those folks that were 
on the subcommittee have some 
knowledge to some extent of the 
field of aviation, which was a good 
thing,” Gibson said, during the 

meeting. “We met, we reviewed 
financial statements, we looked at 
flight data, we looked at the indi-
vidual classes and the vision of the 
flight program — specifically get-
ting students’ flight hours — and 
that initial vision was to get stu-
dents their private pilot’s license 
at a reduced cost. After a lot of 
review and discussion, it is the rec-
ommendation of that subcommit-
tee to sell the GISD airplane.”

Wimberly read the entirety of 
the subcommittee report during 
the meeting that outlined the rea-
sonings behind wanting to sell the 
plane. 

The report states that from the 
financial data collected during the 
time that the district has owned 
the aircraft — and after consider-
ing the liability and potential risks 

associated with owning an aircraft 
— the subcommittee agreed that 
the sale of the airplane was in the 
district’s “best interest.” 

The report also stated that based 
on the financial data and the num-
ber of hours flown by students in 
the GISD airplane, the subcommit-
tee determined that the district 
will still be able to offer students 
discounted rates without owning 
an aircraft.

The district will begin the use 
of the district’s partnered flight 
school, In the Pattern, at the 
Granbury Regional Airport for 
instruction in lieu of the GISD air-
plane. The sale of the airplane will 
not hinder students from accumu-
lating their flight hours.

PERSONAL USE

The decision to sell the airplane 
comes just two months after 
WFAA-TV Channel 8 reported that 
Assistant Superintendent Jimmy 
Dawson used the district’s air-
plane to take a trip with his wife — 
also a GISD administrator — to see 
their daughter in Abilene for her 
birthday. The round trip was about 
250 miles.

An investigation into Dawson’s 
actions was conducted by KBS 
Law Group, but attorney Miles 
Bradshaw said during the 
December school board meeting 
that there were “some gray areas.” 

Included among the law 
firm’s recommendations dur-
ing December’s board meeting 

Granbury ISD school board votes 
unanimously to sell district airplane
BY ASHLEY INGE

Staff Writer
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The 13-acre site will not have a helipad but 
will have room on its parking lot for a medi-
cal helicopter to land.

Construction of the $15 million, 
10,000-square-foot building is expected to 
take about a year. The anticipated comple-
tion date is summer 2024.

It will be staffed around the clock.
The building will feature seven exam 

rooms, including a negative airflow room 
to contain the spread of airborne infec-
tions. There will be a major treatment room, 
a decontamination room, triage, an onsite 
laboratory, diagnostic imaging services, and 
areas where patients can await test results.

The ER on the northeast side of town will 

COURTESY OF LAKE GRANBURY MEDICAL CENTER 

Lake Granbury Medical Center provided this rendering of what the new free-standing emergency facility may look like. However, officials said that design processes are still underway and that changes are possible.

LGMC plans free-standing ER at 377/Fall Creek Highway

L
ake Granbury Medical Center will break ground this summer on a 

free-standing emergency facility to be built at the corner of U.S. High-

way 377 and Fall Creek Highway.

BY KATHY CRUZ

Senior Staff Writer
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Morris — who grew up in Fort 
Worth, and now lives in Colorado — 
will be returning to his roots with a 
Granbury Live performance, 110 N. 
Crocket St., at 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 3. 

THE PATH TO FAME

Morris, 74, first got his start in 

music when he and a couple of his 
college buddies traveled to Colorado 
to “drink beer, chase girls, and find a 
construction job for the summer.” 

The trio asked a Colorado Springs 
bartender if they could get up on the 
bandstand and perform a few songs, 

Country singer Gary Morris 
returns to Texas roots with 
Granbury Live performance

Gary Morris, 
country music 
singer and 
Nashville 
recording 
artist, will be 
performing 
at Granbury 
Live, 110 N. 
Crockett St., at 
7:30 p.m. on 
Feb. 3. 

COURTESY OF 
DAVID ABBOTT

G
ary Morris has been a successful country music star and 

Nashville recording artist for more than 40 years now — 

but after all this time, he still claims Texas as his home. 

BY ASHLEY INGE

Staff Writer

PLEASE SEE MORRIS | A2

SEE MORE INSIDE

Portrait of Walton will 
hang at justice center. 
Please see story, A4. 

HappyKats Founder and 
President Gayle McGuire 
makes it her mission 
to find homes to make 
felines, well, happy. Please 
see story, B1.

New year, new ideas, new 
programs are available at 
the Hood County Library. 
Please see story, B4.


