
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior staff writer

Cha-ching.
Chalk up another big victory 

for Visit Granbury and local 
tourism.

Thousands of tourists and mil-
lions of dollars will be coming to 
Granbury, thanks to a deal cut 
by the city’s convention and visi-
tors bureau with help from oth-

er local tourism stakeholders.
Starting this year, Granbury 

will serve as the host city for 
Spartan Games and Tough 
Mudder obstacle course rac-
ing events. The two events, on 
separate weekends, will be held 
annually here for the next three 
years.

The tourism economic impact 
is expected to be more than $6 
million annually and $19 mil-

lion over the three-year commit-
ment.

Spartan Games will be in town 
Oct. 23-24 and Tough Mudder 
will host its competitions Nov. 
6-7.

The Spartan weekend is ex-
pected to bring 10,000 competi-
tors and 3,000 spectators with 
almost 6,000 hotel room nights 
booked per event weekend for a 
total economic impact of more 

than $3.7 million. Registration is 
currently at 6,856 for this year’s 
event, according to Visit Gran-
bury.

The Tough Mudder contest is 
expected to bring 7,200 racers 
and 2,000 spectators to town, 
with almost 4,000 hotel room 
nights booked per event week-
end for a total economic impact 

COURTESY PHOTOS

RANCHER AT HEART:  The pull of the country brought Glenn Rogers back to Texas, immersing himself in the day-to-day operations at Holt River Ranch.
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TRY TAKING THE  
COUNTRY OUT OF THIS BOY
Representative Glenn Rogers stays true to ranching roots with tireless service

BY AHLEY INGE
Staff Writer 

I
t was a warm and sunny afternoon when 
the freshman Texas State Representative 
Glenn Rogers confidently walked into 
the Hood County News offices.  

Sporting a brown sport coat, a light blue 
striped shirt, blue jeans, brown square-toed 
cowboy boots and standing at 6 feet tall, Rog-
ers politely introduced himself as he sat for 
an interview. 

When told the conversation would be re-
corded, Rogers spilled his water cup, chuck-
ling lightly.

This charming, good-humored farm boy 
played football in high school. He showed steers 
and lambs with 4-H and FFA as a boy, graduat-
ing to treating animals as a veterinarian. 

So, has all the responsibility — and incum-
bent attention — as a novice politician repre-
senting state District 60 been worth it?

“He’s always been  

a tremendously 

loyal person. He’s  

a remarkable man. 

I just admire him so 

much and for what 

he’s accomplished 

in his life.”

JERRY STOKKA
FRIEND

KNEE DEEP:  Rep. Rogers is proud of his work on his ranch in 
Palo Pinto County even as he stands knee deep in mud and 
manure.PLEASE SEE ROGERS | A2

PLEASE SEE HOUSTON | A3

PLEASE SEE SPARTAN | A3

Visit Granbury, partners land Spartan, Tough Mudder

INSIDE
BIKING ACROSS 
AMERICA

Find out more about the 
college students who biked 
through the area last 
week as part of their trip 
across the entire United 
States this summer.  B1

FROM MY FRONT 
PORCH

You should tip 
your hat to 
Visit Granbury

SAM  
HOUSTON
Sam Houston is the 
publisher of the Hood 
County News. He is 
also an actor, author, 
playwright, perform-
er and entertainment 
producer/promoter.

B
eing the publisher, I know 
the HCN has a big article 
regarding the Spartan and 
Tough Mudder Obstacle 

Course competitions, which are com-
ing to Granbury Oct. 23-24, and Nov. 
6 and 7, but I cannot resist getting 
on the roof of the house and “crow-
ing” about the job my friend Tammy 
Dooley and her Visit Granbury staff 
have done, bringing this event to our 
backyard. 

If the world of tourism were a 
baseball game, I would be cheering 
for everyone associated with Visit 
Granbury to come out of the dugout 
and tip their hat! This news is wor-
thy of a “curtain call”!

Simple stats: estimated 13,000 
visitors for one weekend in October 
and 9,200 for the November event!!! 
The whipped cream topping on this 
dessert is this is a three-year deal 
with a total estimated economic im-
pact of $19 million over those three 
years! 

My guess is there will not a busi-
ness in Hood County that will not 
benefit either directly or indirectly 
from this event. Think of the tax rev-
enues!  These visitors will come from 
all over the country, which means 
our beautiful community will be ex-
perienced by thousands of people 
who previously had no knowledge of 
all we have to offer. 

How many return visits will these 
events create? How many people 


