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GOLDEN HOUR: City employees are already hard at work cleaning the beachfront as the sun rises over Lake Granbury. 

Published Wednesday and Saturday hcnews.com    $1.00

 
SATURDAY, July 10, 2021

M O R E  T H A N  A  N E W S PA P E R     |     A  H O O D  C O U N T Y       L E G E N D  S I N C E  1 8 8 6

Local, zone(s): 2 sections, 22 pages, plus supplements    |    State: 2 sections, 22 pages Community Calendar — A4   |   Obituaries — A9   |   Crossword Puzzle — A9  |  Classifi eds — B7, B8
135TH YEAR, NO. 83 INSIDE

G R A N B U R Y   ★   T E X A S

BY RUSSELL HUFFMAN
Staff Writer

W
hen most people are still find-

ing their first cup of morning 

coffee in Granbury, a three-man 

crew makes its way onto the 

city beach for the park’s daily makeover.

It’s a few ticks before 6:30 a.m., and the 

sun is about to paint its rays on the morning 

clouds.

It looks like an “easy day,” and the 16-foot 

dump trailer will only be filled up about 

three-quarters of the way. That is way down 

from the five trailer loads of water-sodden 

branches and logs the trio dealt with in early 

June.

Heavy rains bring loads of debris as flood-

waters come into Lake Granbury, which the 

Brazos River feeds. Heavy debris can also 

occur when Possum Kingdom Lake’s dam 

opens its gates and increases water flow.

“We had a front-end loader and 
more equipment out here after the 
rains,” Josue Vargas said. “We had 
a lot of logs and wood to deal with 
when that happened.”

Even with no recent rains Vargas 
and Jesus Vasquez dealt with a 
good load of debris on a Monday 

morning that will be hauled off.
The two men walked the entire 

beach line looking for logs that can 
be dangerous to swimmers if they 
are submerged. As the trailer mov-
ing down the waterfront begins 
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Lake Granbury’s city beach gets a daily makeover

Dip your toes 
in the sand, mind 
the monitors
Cadre of young people keep 
beach park safe, enjoyable
BY LYDIA LONG
Staff Writer

As the heat of summer gets unbearable and you 
find yourself at Granbury City Beach Park, please 
do not jump off the pier.

“We know you want to jump off the pier, so do 
we, but please don’t,” pleaded Nicholas Trammel, 
one of a handful of beach monitors the city has 
hired to help keep an eye on things at the beach.

When the park on North Pearl Street opened in 
2008 the city hired a security company to enforce 
the rules. It was not until 4 years ago that moni-
tors began prowling the sandy oasis to assist visi-
tors and help control crowds that can soar into 

HEAVY LIFTING: Josue Vargas hefts a tree limb into a dump trailer as Jesus Vasquez 
gathers up smaller debris at the Granbury City Beach.

Bufkin sworn in as district judge Tuesday
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

Attorney Bryan Bufkin was sworn in late Tuesday af-
ternoon as Hood County’s new district judge.

He was sworn in by state Sen. Brian Birdwell, R-
Granbury, in the 355th district courtroom at the Hood 
County Justice Center.

Bufkin was appointed by Gov. Greg Abbott to serve 
out the remaining term of longtime District Judge 
Ralph Walton, who retired in late May for health rea-
sons. Walton’s term was not set to end until Dec. 31, 
2022.

To remain on the bench, Bufkin will have to run for 
the position in next year’s election cycle.

Bufkin took the reins of the district court docket first 
thing on Wednesday, assisted by staff that had worked 
for his predecessor.

“I think Judge Walton had a wonderful staff, and I 
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SOLEMN OATH: Bryan Bufkin, left, is sworn in Tuesday by state Sen. Brian Birdwell, 
R-Granbury, as the new judge for the 355th District Court. Also pictured is Bufkin’s 
wife, Rachael.PLEASE SEE JUDGE | A4

T
his year’s Chamber of 
Commerce Fourth of 
July parade was an event 
that will be long-remem-

bered by our community. I am 
not necessarily a huge parade 
fan, but as I indicated in a previ-
ous column, after dealing with 
the pandemic my taste buds 
were all set for a big ol’ slice of 
Americana and nothing is more 
“red, white and blue” than July 
4th in Granbury! 

My wife and I loaded up our 
granddaughter and her mom 
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FROM MY FRONT PORCH

I loved ‘soaking’ up the 
Fourth of July festivities

SAM 
HOUSTON
Sam Houston is 
the publisher of 
the Hood County 
News. He is also 
an actor, author, 
playwright, per-
former and en-
tertainment pro-
ducer/promoter.


