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IN THE SPOTLIGHT: After a year of mandated hibernation, Granbury Theater Company President Mickey Shearon is glad to be preparing for the curtains to rise inside the Granbury Opera House.
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This week’s Hood County Scene features Brock’s Food and Drink where good 

food is served with a side of love and foot-stomping music. B4
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HONORING 
J.C. CAMPBELL

J.C. Campbell, a 
widely beloved and re-
spected figure in Gran-
bury, died last week. His 
funeral was Monday. 
Memorial donations to 
honor Campbell can be 
made to the following 
organizations:

Bridge Street History 
Center, P.O. Box 57, 
Granbury, TX 76048

Granbury Education 
Foundation, 217 N. 
Jones St., Granbury, TX 
76048

USS Frank E. Evans 
Association, Inc., 2286 
Morgan Road, Carlsbad, 
California 92008 
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BOOGIE DOWN BROCK’S THE MYSTERY WOMAN
Successful author now practically 
a ‘True Blood’ Texan after 10 years here

BY MARK WILSON
Staff Writer

Bestselling author Charlaine Har-
ris moved to Hood County without 
fanfare 10 years ago after a real 
estate lawyer familiar with the area 
“sang the praises of Granbury.”

In an email interview with the 
Hood County News, Harris ex-
plained that the location “fit our 
criteria: on the water, near enough 
to DFW, but not in a city, and within 
easy driving distance of our chil-
dren. We’ve never been sorry.”

According to a Penguin Random 
House Speakers Bureau online ar-
ticle, Harris is the only author ever 
to have nine books at the same time 

on the “New York 
Times” bestseller 
list. The first time 
she had a book that 
debuted in the No. 
1 spot on the “NYT” 
bestseller list was in 
2009 with “Dead and 
Gone.”

 A series of vam-
pire novels Harris wrote (published 
from 2001 through 2014), known 
as The Southern Vampire Myster-
ies, featured the central character 
Sookie Stackhouse. Stories from 
those books were adapted into the 
over-the-top HBO television series 
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GRANBURY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Full day Pre-K a big help for struggling parents
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

The Granbury school district is 
making a move that could be life 
changing for struggling parents: of-
fering full day pre-kindergarten for 

qualifying children.
The announcement was met with 

excitement by Dusti Scovel, execu-
tive director at Mission Granbury. 
Scovel said that the program will 
likely mean that some parents who 
cannot afford childcare will be able 

to hold down jobs and have peace 
of mind that their child is in good 
hands.

“I think this is a wonderful idea,” 
she said of GISD’s plans for the 
2021-22 school year.

The Pre-K program will serve 

the entire school district. All other 
elementary campuses – Acton Ele-
mentary School, Baccus Elementary 
School, Brawner Elementary School, 
Oak Woods School and STEAM 
Academy at Mambrino – will serve 
students in kindergarten through 

fifth grade.
Pre-kindergarten registration will 

take place from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
on Tuesday, April 13 at the Emma 
Roberson Early Learning Academy 
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BOX OFFICE 
DUTY: Jarrett Self 
mans the ticket 
counter inside 
the Granbury 
Opera House. 
Self, a performer 
and acting 
academy 
instructor, 
said he was 
excited for 
the shows to 
return. 

Harris
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BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

F
or a year, the Granbury Opera House 

has been dark, and sadly quiet.

None of its seats have been filled by 

tourists in town to see a performance 

by one of the region’s award-winning com-

munity theaters, or by locals out with friends 

or a significant other.

There has been no laughter backstage 

where catered meals are shared, no “Miss 

Fern” (volunteer Fern Bailey) asking everyone 

if they have eaten, determined that no one 

will perform on an empty stomach on her 

watch.

Curtains to rise again for Granbury theater’s COVID comeback

There have been no peppy pre-
show curtain speeches, no stand-
ing ovations for young people with 
dreams or mid-lifers with talent 
they never knew they possessed.

Plenty of people have missed not 
only the performances at the his-
toric Opera House, but what they 
represent: a close-knit community 
supporting its local theater and its 
tourism industry.

This weekend, after a year in 
which COVID-19 made too many 
curtain calls and depleted the GTC’s 
coffers by more than $1 million, the 
doors to the Opera House will once 
again open and the switch will be 
flipped on the crystal chandeliers 
in its lobby. The GTC will officially 


