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FIREWORKS BURSTING IN AIR: Throngs of revelers on boats and along the banks of Lake Granbury Sunday came to enjoy the fi reworks display and celebrate the Fourth of July.
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CLEANING UP: Volunteers with 
Mpact Missions Inc, a church-based 
program that seeks communities 
in need. Approximately 200 young 
adults converged on Tolar to clear 
brush, fi x houses and bring smiles to 
residents. 
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Statewide Mpact 
mission ‘taking the 
church to the streets’

BY DAVID MONTESINO
Managing Editor

Imagine having a dozen young 
people show up at your door to fix 
your fence or clear your yard of de-
bris. Hundreds of kids fanned out 
on Tolar’s rural streets the week of 
June 14 to do exactly that.

“So basically, what happens is, 
we’ll have, oh, anywhere from 350 
or so students and adult volun-
teers come into a community,” said 
Shane Greer, pastor at Tolar Baptist 
Church. “And for three days, we 
just go out and do service projects. 
Wherever we can, you know, what-

Bands of youth show 
heart of service in Tolar
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SOGGY DAY MAKES FOR 
A MEMORABLE MARCH

M
y father was a teacher 
and then a school admin-
istrator. My wife retired 
from Granbury ISD after 

29 years of teaching. I have a great 
many friends who teach or coach. 

Teachers are simply a special 
breed of people. No one enters the 
profession imagining they will be-
come wealthy or achieve interna-
tional stardom. Teachers are givers; 
people who give of their time, their 
knowledge and many times the 
shirts off their back, so their stu-
dents can improve and excel. 

Nothing excites a teacher more 
than to see a student improve or 
achieve. Nothing upsets them more 
than to see the young life of one of 
their students come to a sudden 
end.
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FROM MY FRONT PORCH

A sad day for those who 
knew this young man
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SAM 
HOUSTON
Sam Houston 
is the publisher 
of the Hood 
County News. 
He is also an 
actor, author, 
playwright, 
performer and 
entertainment 
producer/pro-
moter.

Freedom’s red glare
Grateful Granbury marks Independence Day with pyrotechnic pleasure

BY RUSSELL HUFFMAN
Staff Writer

H
appy birthday, America!

The fireworks over Lake Granbury were bigger, 

brighter, and longer-lasting than ever before. At 

least it seemed that way to a precocious 5-year-

old enthralled by the half hour show Sunday night. 

“These are the best fireworks 
ever,” Becca Jimenez said, shouting 
out from under a tree lakeside, a 
stone’s throw from the Mesquite Pit 
restaurant.

After all, when you are five years 
old, you have a couple of years of 
experience watching fireworks and 
know about such things.

Regardless of your opinion, if the 

1998 (pick a year) show was some-
thing to see — there was one mu-
tual feeling, and it was the freedom 
to get out and enjoy the Fourth of 
July after months of pandemic self-
isolation.

It doesn’t hurt if you plan your 
day and have a dinner reservation 
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Granbury marked Independence Day 
Saturday with a patriotic parade in 
a summer deluge. Find more photos 
inside, PAGE A2.


