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A loss in Azle Tuesday pushed Gran-
bury into a tie-breaking match against 
Brewer to determine the fourth seed in 
the district. DIVERSIONS, B1
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BUCOLIC SETTING: What was once a 600 square foot cabin is now a 3,400 square foot home with three bedrooms on nearly nine acres on Lake Granbury.
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Re-Elect Endorsements for Bruce Wadley
Mayor Pro Tem Trish Reiner
Ret. US Congressman Mike Conaway
Granbury Association of Realtors
Bob and Julia Pannell
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BY ASHLEY INGE
Staff Writer

W
e all need a little vacation every 
now and then — but wouldn’t it 
be nice if you never had to leave 
your weekend home? 

Granbury resident and Air Force veteran 
Terry Russell is living in his former vacation 
home after transforming his cabin getaway 
into his permanent residence by building and 
adding onto the cabin in 2010. The custom-
made stone structure has a beautiful, mod-
ern look.

The land that the cabin sits on was previously owned 
by the Johnson family, who were landowners around 
the Acton area. 

PERMANENT  
GETAWAY 
Cabin is transformed into  
million-dollar home

PROUD HOMEOWNERS: Terry Russell, right, and his life partner Sandra Bright.PLEASE SEE CABIN | A5

Council takes no action again on Coffman contract
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

Another discussion about Gran-
bury City Manager Chris Coffman’s 
contract again ended this week 
with no action taken.

As before, the item was placed 
on the agenda by Mayor Jim Jarratt, 

who was seated in a special election 
held June 29.

Jarratt placed an item on the ex-
ecutive session portion of the Oct. 
4 council meeting to consider act-
ing on the city’s manager’s con-
tract. Courses of action included 
the possibility of termination. The 
agenda item prompted the city’s 

department heads to collectively 
express support for the city man-
ager. Two of them, Finance Director 
Eva Gregory and Police Chief Mitch 
Galvan, spoke at the meeting.

The most recent contract discus-
sion took place during a special 
meeting held Monday night for the 
purpose of reading and voting on 

an ordinance to expand a develop-
ment moratorium necessitated by 
a delay in the building of a second 
wastewater treatment plant.

The delay has been caused by 
opposition to the plant’s proposed 
location on Old Granbury Road.

Jarratt stated that his purpose 
for placing the city manager agree-

ment on the agenda was to “protect 
the city” from “liability.”

He indicated concern over a 
clause in the contract that allows 
the agreement to perpetually renew 
if action is not taken by the council 
“90 days prior to the expiration of 

PLEASE SEE CITY | A5

“It’s kind of unique; we got two septic tanks and two separate heating systems for the house. 

You never can go cold or need a place to go to the bathroom.”

TERRY RUSSELL 

GRANBURY SESQUICENTENNIAL

‘I always wanted to be an artist’
A Texan 
who loves 
painting 
classic 
buildings

BY BRANDI ADDISON
Special to the HCN

George Hallmark has had a long-
time relationship with art, spend-
ing more than half a century honing 
his craft.

Born and raised in North-Central 
Texas, Hallmark’s creative career 
began as an architectural designer 

in the 1970s.
“I always wanted to be an artist — 

a painter — and I thought that the 
architecture would be the closest I 
would ever come to painting,” Hall-
mark said. “But I kept painting a 
little bit on the side, and finally, af-
ter a few years, it kind of took over, 
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EYE FOR  
ARCHITECTURE: 
George Hallmark’s 
background in 
architecture has 
helped him hone 
his craft painting 
classic Spanish 
buildings.
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Hood County  
group helping 
cancer patients
BY TRISTON MCGEHEE
Staff Writer  

Hood County Cancer Services 
helps improve the lives of cancer 
patients in need. Every dollar the 
organization raises is promised to 
stay in Hood County. 

 “We pay for everything expense 
wise for patients; whatever we can 
do to help cancer patients, we try to 
do,” said Wade Wilson, president of 
Hood County Cancer Services. 

  HCCS lends cancer patients 
support in a variety of ways. The 
organization offers transportation, 
payment for lodging and has issued 
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