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County to forgo pay raises for elected officials
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

With COVID-19 having im-
pacted many people finan-
cially, the Commissioners 
Court this week scrapped 
plans to give themselves 
and all other county elected 
officials a 3% pay raise for 
the upcoming fiscal year.

It will be the second con-
secutive fiscal year in which 
county elected officials have 
not received a pay increase.

County Judge Ron Massin-
gill said that elected officials 
not receiving pay increases 
would “set the tone.” He 
seemed to indicate that it 
would be an acknowledge-
ment of the financial strug-
gles of many taxpayers.

“We’ve all been through a 
hardship… We’ve all had to 
tighten our belt here,” the 
judge stated.

County Auditor Becky 
Kidd said that she would 
adjust the 2021-2022 Fiscal 

Year budget to reflect the 
court’s wishes.

County court-at-law judge 
Vincent Messina is the high-
est paid county elected offi-
cial. He earns $168,648, plus 
an $18,000 stipend for serv-
ing on the Hood County Ju-
venile Board and $8,400 in 
longevity pay. He has been 
on the bench for 20 years.

The district judge, who 
also serves on the juvenile 
board, receives the same 
stipend from the county 

but the base salary for that 
position is paid by the state. 
Bryan Bufkin was recently 
appointed to the district 
judge post to serve out the 
remaining term of Ralph 
Walton, who retired due to 
health issues.

The next highest paid 
county elected official is 
the district attorney, a posi-
tion currently held by Ryan 
Sinclair. His annual pay is 
$148,470, plus $600 in in-
centive pay.

Next in the pay hierarchy 
is Sheriff Roger Deeds, who 
is paid $97,875 per year.

Massingill is paid $90,145 
annually, but also receives a 
state stipend of $25,200 and 
a county stipend of $18,000 
for serving on the Hood 
County Juvenile Board.

Each of the four county 
commissioners (Kevin An-
drews of Precinct 1, Ron 
Cotton of Precinct 2, Jack 
Wilson of Precinct 3, and 
Dave Eagle of Precinct 4) 

earns $77,340 per year.
Tax Assessor-Collector 

Andrea Ferguson is paid 
$74,700, plus $601 in incen-
tive pay.

The county treasurer, 
district clerk, county clerk, 
all four peace justices and 
all four constables earn 
$73,240 per year.

The new fiscal year will 
kick off Oct. 1.

kcruz@hcnews.com | 817-
579-1886

BY ASHLEY INGE
Staff Writer

For years, James Michael McLester 
of McKinney was living the life of a 
rock star by performing as a drum-
mer in several bands. 

Those bands performed on some 
of the area’s biggest stages. 

But that all changed in 2001 when 
McLester temporarily lost his vision 
at the age of 33 and was later diag-
nosed with kidney failure. 

“Images revealed I had white cot-
ton spots that shut down the ves-
sels in my eye. It was temporary,” he 
said. “I had several eye exams since 
and they were all clear.” 

The cause of his loss of vision and 
kidney failure was a mystery until a 
few years later when a heart special-
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BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

Hospital volumes for COVID-19, in Hood County and throughout the 
region, are rapidly increasing as available ICU beds are decreasing, ac-
cording to an update issued Thursday afternoon by Hood County Emer-
gency Management Coordinator Jay Webster.

Hospital volumes had increased 44% compared to one week earlier, he 
stated.

Regionally, there were only two newborn intensive care unit (NICU) 
beds available and just 74 adult ICU beds.

Within hours of Webster issuing his update, news outlets reported 
that all NICU beds in the region were occupied.

Due to the timing of Webster’s report and postal deadlines that im-
pact the HCN’s Saturday print edition, the newspaper was unable to 
include the latest COVID-19 numbers in its Aug. 14 paper. However, the 
HCN quickly posts all updates from Webster on its Facebook page.

County: Available 
ICU beds lessen 
as COVID rises

Local farrier to form equine rescue group
BY TRISTON MCGEHEE
Staff Writer

Tracy Miller’s decades-long love 
affair with horses has led him to 
form a nonprofit group focused on 
making a difference in horses’ lives. 

T.E.X.A.S Rescue, or Texas Equine 
Xperience and Sanctuary, according 
to Miller, will help underprivileged 
equines get back on their feet and 
into a loving home.

“We are looking to find a good 
home for the animals so that they 
are treated well. We are not looking 
for profit just the wellbeing of the 
animals,” Miller said.

Miller has been working with 
equines for 40 years as a farrier. 
Miller said he does it out of love for 
the animals.

“I wanted to be able to help horses 
that have foot problems and help 
them get back going by keeping 
them sound on a regular basis,” he 
said. “Footcare is an ongoing pro-
cess with every horse all the time; I 
think it is rewarding that I can help 
them.”

When such problems worsen, 
horses end up in kill pens because 
of their foot problems.

“This is where the rescue comes 
in,” he said. “We will take them. We 
want to take care of the animals.”

Neglect and malnourishment are 
other key issues that the group is 
fighting.

Miller wants people to know that 
animals are a lifelong commitment 
— especially animals with disabili-
ties. 

“It takes a special kind of person 
to take in a special-needs animal,” 
Miller said.

He recalled rescuing a deaf and 
blind horse, saying “It couldn’t tell 

‘Hope is my favorite four-letter word’

Kidney transplant recipient to host 
benefit concert at Granbury Live

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

LOVE AFFAIR: Texas Equine Xperience and Sanctuary was born out of Tracy Miller’s, right, love for  horses.
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ROCK ON: James Michael McLester flashes the “rock on” sign before opening for 
Stryper while at the House of Blues in Dallas in 2012. PLEASE SEE COVID | A3

BY TRISTON MCGEHEE 
Staff Writer

   D’Vine Wine is hosting a fund-
raiser to help T.E.X.A.S Rescue, or 
Texas Equine Xperience and Sanctu-
ary, pay for legal fees required to 
become a 501(c) nonprofit. 

The event will take place at the 
wine shop’s Granbury square loca-
tion, 107 E. Bridge St., Aug. 19 from 
5-8 p.m.

How did D’Vine Wine find out 
about this?

Tracy and Vicki Miller had hired 
D’Vine Wine to provide the wine for 
a supper club they will be launching 
on their property early next year. 

“We told D’Vine Wine about the 
(horse) rescue, and they were on 
board and wanted to help,” Miller 
said.

D’Vine Wine offered the use of 
their store for the fundraiser, do-
nating 20% from that night’s sales 
to the group.

“It is going to help get us started; 
we are not a 501(c) yet. They were 
aware that the funding would go 
to the legal fees to help us become 
one,” Miller said.

Gary, a miniature donkey, and 
Biscuit, a miniature horse, will meet 
guests at the door. 

For more information, call 661-
972-5492. The rescue group’s op-
erations will be located on William-
son Road.

Equine rescue 
fundraiser set 
for Aug. 19
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