
year contract to avoid the appear-
ance that its decision was political 
or that the city is under unstable 
management, which could affect 
bond rating agencies or city em-
ployees.

The contract, which is standard 
among city managers and school 
superintendents, is renewed ev-
ery year and the agreement can be 
placed on an agenda for review at 
any time, he noted.

“By putting this on the agenda the 
way it was worded made it political, 
and that’s why all these people are 
here tonight,” Coffman said.

Discussion of Coffman’s contract 
ended with no action being taken 
because only four of the six mem-
bers of the council had submitted 
evaluations to Mayor Jim Jarratt, 

DAVID MONTESINO | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

The Tolar High School football team played  Texas Class 2A No. 4  
Crawford Pirates Friday night. It was Homecoming for the Rattlers.   
DIVERSIONS, B1

 From Staff Reports

The driver of a Ford pickup that 
had been involved in a four-vehi-
cle accident Friday morning on 
SH 144 was booked into the Hood 
County Jail charged with multiple 
criminal offenses.

Nicholas Eugene Lander, age 34, 
of Granbury, “fled the scene on 
foot and was apprehended by GPD 
officers a short distance away,” 
according to a Granbury Police 
Department news release. Lander 

had been driving a 2017 Ford 
F-150 that was involved in the 
crash, Lt. Russell Grizzard stated.

Lander was later “found to be 
intoxicated,” according to police. 

One of the injured individuals, 
Granbury resident Susan Higgin-
botham, 63, was transported to a 
Fort Worth hospital with “serious, 
potentially life-threatening inju-
ries,” according to Granbury police 
Lt. Russell Grizzard. The Toyota 
Higginbotham was driving flipped 
upside down during the crash.

On Monday, Grizzard told the HCN 
that Higginbotham was listed as be-
ing in “critical but stable condition.” 

As of press time, Lander re-
mained in the Hood County Jail 
under bonds totaling $63,000, 
Grizzard stated. 

Lander is charged with a third-
degree felony count of intoxica-
tion assault; a third-degree felony 
count of possession of a con-
trolled substance (Penalty Group 
1 – methamphetamine); a third-
degree felony count of fleeing the 
scene of an accident involving 
serious bodily injury; and a Class 
A misdemeanor count of unlawful 

carrying of a weapon (handgun). 
The bail was set at $20,000 on 
each of the three felony counts, 
and $3,000 on the misdemeanor.

A Nissan Altima that was also 
damaged as a result of the crash 
was driven by a 32-year-old Glen 
Rose man who was taken to Lake 
Granbury Medical Center with 
non-life-threatening injuries, ac-
cording to police. 

The fourth vehicle damaged in the 
crash was a Jeep, driven by a 23-year-
old Granbury man, Grizzard noted.

The accident occurred at 6:30 
a.m. in the 1900 block of Glen 
Rose Highway.
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GPD: Driver jailed after SH144 crash

Injured woman ‘critical but stable’ condition

WADE BLAKE | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

MANGLED MESS:  A Granbury man is in custody for allegedly causing a crash on SH 144 early Friday morning. He was detained by police after fleeing on foot. 

RATTLERS THRIVE IN BIG GAMECOVID  
cases drop, 
but deaths 
continue
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

Hood County lost seven more res-
idents who were COVID-19 positive 
during a seven-day period, accord-
ing to an update issued by Hood 
County Emergency Management 
Coordinator Jay Webster just before 
1:45 p.m. Thursday.

The number of active cases con-
tinued to drop, however.

On Thursday afternoon, the 
number of active cases was 445, 
significantly lower than the 647 ac-
tive cases reported one week earlier. 
The week before that, the number 
of active cases stood at 871.

There were 16 local hospitaliza-
tions, compared to 28 at the time of 
Webster’s previous update on Sept. 
23.

The number of COVID-19 posi-
tive deaths reported by the Texas 
Department of State Health Services 
was 176.

Regionally, there were 48 adult 
ICU beds available and 12 pediatric 
ICU beds available.

All the ICU beds at Lake Granbury 
Medical Center were in use at the 
time Webster issued his report, with 
75% of the beds’ occupants COV-
ID-19 positive.

Almost 31% of the hospital’s ca-
pacity was positive for COVID-19.

Hood County remains at high risk 
of COVID-19 transmission.

kcruz@hcnews.com | 817-579-1886

Improvement  
districts can 
help pay for  
infrastructure 
City council hears 
pitch for PIDs
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

The state legislature has made it 
harder for cities to impose devel-
opment rules that give communi-
ties a cohesive, appealing look, but 
Granbury might snatch back some 
of that control — and fund infra-
structure, to boot — through Public 
Improvement Districts (PIDs). 

The City Council recently heard a 
presentation on PIDs by Trent Petty 
of Petty & Associates.

No action was taken. The presen-
tation was an opportunity for the 
council to receive information and 
ask questions. 

A PID is a special district cre-
ated by a city or county under the 
authority of Chapter 372 of the 
Texas Local Government Code. The 
statute allows for a city or county 
to levy a special assessment, or 
fee, against properties within the 
district to pay for improvements 
within those boundaries.

A PID can be created not just 
within city limits but within a city’s 
extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ).

PIDs are a way to help local gov-
ernments grow the tax base, fund 
infrastructure without burdening 
taxpayers, and broker agreements 
pertaining to amenities, building 
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Council delays  
review of city  
manager’s contract
Coffman advises 
against appearance 
of playing politics
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

The council chamber at Granbury 
City Hall was packed Monday night 
for a City Council meeting where a 
review of City Manager Chris Coff-
man’s contract was on the agenda 
for executive session.

The matter was instead discussed 
in open session at Coffman’s re-
quest for the benefit of those in at-
tendance. 

With a city election looming in 
less than one month, Coffman en-
couraged the council to hold off on 
any decision regarding his three- PLEASE SEE CITY | A2


