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Questions raised on constable’s work, training
Commissioners Court mulls options
on what to do about John Shirley
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer
Members of the Hood County
Commissioners Court are considering what, if anything, they can
do about John Shirley, a constable
who some said they haven’t seen

for months but who has continued
to collect a paycheck from county
taxpayers.
Shirley, who represents Precinct
2 and is paid $72,955 per year plus
$601 in certificate pay, said he has
been dealing with his wife’s cancer
diagnosis.

Two unpaid
deputy constables, Marc Neerman and Greg
Neal, have been
handling duties
for that office.
Constables
are
provided for
Shirley
in Article 5, Section 18 of the Texas Constitution
of 1876.
They are elected to Justice of the

Peace precincts within each county
and perform various law enforcement functions, including serving
warrants and civil papers such as
subpoenas and temporary restraining orders. They also serve as bailiffs for JP courts.
In addition to his alleged prolonged absence, other issues as
well have recently arisen with Shirley, who reportedly reappeared
at county offices on or around
Wednesday, Oct. 20. His reappear-

ance occurred at a time when the
county was processing Open Records requests pertaining to him
filed by the HCN.
“It’s funny that he would show
up when people start asking questions,” said County Judge Ron
Massingill, who was on the phone
with the HCN when a county employee informed him of Shirley’s
reappearance.
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BEST HISTORIC SMALL TOWN IN AMERICA

HISTORIC
SQUARE: The
Hood County
Courthouse clock
tower looms over
morning motorists passing the
quaint Granbury
Square.
DAVID
MONTESINO |
HOOD COUNTY
NEWS

CHARMING
CITY CENTER
For most visitors, Granbury’s
historic square makes impressive
first, lasting impressions

BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer
It’s a three-peat for Granbury,
and a history maker for USA Today.
For the third consecutive year,
the city has been voted Best Historic Small Town in America. It
marks the first time any city has
earned the designation in the “USA
Today’s 10Best Reader’s Choice
Travel Award” contest three years
in a row.
The scenic lake community took
the top spot among 10 nominees

CHARITY CORNER

“We’re so excited! The competition was
very tough this year. ”
TAMMY DOOLEY

Visit Granbury director

in the annual contest, which starts
with a field of 20 contestants.
“We’re so excited!” exclaimed
PLEASE SEE HISTORIC | A2

TIME TO
ROLL BACK
CLOCKS

A mission of
help, support
in Granbury
BY TRISTON MCGEHEE
Staff Writer
Mission Granbury could use your
support.
Established in 1998, Mission
Granbury is a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping and supporting survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault.
Mission Granbury offers nine
programs to help people in Hood
County.
PLEASE SEE MISSION | A5

ELECTIONS 2021

City Council
races go to
Wadley, Vale
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

DRIVE-THROUGH PANTRY: Volunteers at Mission Granbury make sure the
shelves are stocked ready for distribution at the drive-up window.
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Daylight saving time
ends at 2 a.m. Sunday,
rolling back the time an
hour.

For some races on the ballot
in Tuesday’s local elections, the
evening did not finish the way it
started.
A Granbury School Board incumbent lost her seat despite a lead in
early voting, a Tolar ISD incumbent
who started off behind overtook
her challenger, and a split-downPLEASE SEE ELECTION | A5
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