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CLOSE-KNIT: Several 1985 classmates of Susan Sledge work at her business, Sledge Distillery, with her. She describes her class as “close-knit.” From left are Pam Wiley Blackwell, Susan Satterwhite Sledge, 
DeAnna Moore Berry and Courtney Cheyne Cobbs. 

BY BRANDI ADDISON
Special to the HCN

Two decades ago, on Sept. 11, 
2001, three hijacked airplanes 
crashed into the World Trade Center 
towers and the U.S. Pentagon, while 
a fourth plowed into a barren field 
north of Shanksville, Pennsylvania.

Killing nearly 3,000, the terrorist 
attack in New York City — though 
several states and thousands of 
miles away — was felt by families, 
friends and patriots around the 
country.

In commemoration of the event 
that reshaped the nation, communi-
ties have pulled together each year 
since then to remember the lives 
lost.

Friends of Memorial Lane — a citi-
zens committee created to honor 

service members, police offers and 
fire fighters — have spent months 
planning for this year’s 9/11 event, 
described by committee chair Julia 
Pannell as a Texas-sized memorial.

“I don’t know of any other city in 
Texas that will have a celebration 
this big,” Pannell said.

A collaborative effort between 
event co-chairs Mickey Allen and 
Faye Landham, The Patriot Day Ex-
perience will begin Saturday at 7:46 
a.m., the exact time (in Central Stan-
dard Time) the first airplane flew 

into the twin towers, with a bag-
piper performing outside the Hood 
County Courthouse on the Gran-
bury Square.

The event will later move to Me-
morial Lane at Jim Burks Firefighter 
Park, 561 North Travis Street, where 
there will be a call for a mid-morn-
ing moment of silence, prayer and a 
Star-Spangled Banner tribute.

It will also include a quartet per-
formance, airplane fly-over and a 
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BY ASHLEY INGE
Staff Writer

T
hirty-six years have passed since 
Granbury resident Susan Sledge 
graduated from Granbury High 
School in 1985. 

Now, to celebrate her 35th class reunion — 
a year later due to COVID-19 — she has been 
given the opportunity to host her reunion on 
Friday, Sept. 10 at Sledge Distillery, a busi-
ness she has owned for close to three years. 

BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

The new waterfront apart-
ment complex off the Loop 
567 extension that has been 
sitting empty for two years 

will remain vacant for up to 
six more months.

The good news, though, is 
that the city and the devel-
oper have reached an agree-
ment that will allow tenants 
to start moving into units by 

early next year.
The City Council recently 

granted a fourth amend-
ment to a Facilities Im-
provement Agreement (FIA) 
between the city and Gold 
Creek Homes, developer of 
Lake Villas Luxury Apart-
ments. That extension is in-
tended to help the develop-
er reach the finish line.

“We’re working hand-in-
hand with them to hope-
fully help them succeed so 
that we don’t have to take 
this project over and do it 
in-house or bring in other 
contractors,” City Manager 
Chris Coffman said.

The mixed-use develop-
ment involves both residen-
tial and commercial. There 

are 250 units, with commer-
cial lots in front, between 
the apartments and the loop 
extension.

The loop extension runs 
between Weatherford High-
way and Pearl Street/Busi-
ness 377. The apartments 
are a short drive from the 
square and downtown area.

The main issue that led to 

the delay involves sewer in-
frastructure.

There is a lift station on 
site, but off-site improve-
ments are needed to what 
Public Works Director Rick 
Crownover referred to as 
“Lift Station 2” in the Pearl 
Street/Business 377 area. 
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PECAN QUEEN: 
Susan Satterwhite 
Sledge (middle) 
was named 
Granbury High 
School’s 1983 
Pecan Queen 
as a junior. Also 
pictured are Laura 
Chisolm (left) and 
Crissie Molder 
(right). 
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Loop apartments may see tenants early next year
City, developer reach agreement  
to sort out sewer infrastructure   

Distillery owner to host GHS 35th class reunion

Sledge to 
celebrate 
‘with 
people 
we really 
enjoy’ 

9/11 COMMEMORATION

Memorial Lane marks 20-year milestone
“I don’t know of any other city in Texas that will have a 

celebration this big.”

JULIA PANNELL

INSIDE

PIRATES GIVE TROJANS NO QUARTER

RUSSELL HUFFMAN | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Granbury dominated the Trojans of Waco University High School,  
56-27, in football Friday night at Pirate Stadium.  DIVERSIONS, B1


