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G R A N B U R Y   H   T E X A S

BY DARREN CLARK
Staff Writer

“D
on’t think, drink,” is  
the only rule at the Club 
Benders golf tourna-
ment at DeCordova 
Bend Estates, according 

to Nathan Wilson.  
The Granbury native, who now lives north 

of Dallas, takes vacation from his day job in 
order to participate in the annual event.

“It’s the most fun you’re ever going to 
have,” Wilson said. “It’s a four-day party.”

While the golf tournament is at the heart of this four-
day bender, it offers much more. From concerts and 
special dinners, to the wagers on the 5th tee box, the 
Benders tournament has been a staple in the country 
club neighborhood for nearly 50 years.

“We’ve done this 48 of the last 49 years. The only 
year we missed was 2016 when the greens were being 
renovated,” said Don Oliver, the head golf professional 
at the club.

“I think that it is one of those rallying points of the 
entire year where the entire community gets together.”

The tournament had 96 two-person teams, for a total 
of 192 players. Each team is made up of one member 

‘BENDERS’ WEEKEND
DeCordova’s neighborhood party still going strong after 49 years
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BIRD’S-EYE VIEW: A foursome on the fifth tee get their games going during the Benders golf tournament  last Saturday in DeCordova Bend Estates.
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FORE!: A gaggle of spectators watch a player teeing off at the neighborhood weekend party.

DRINK SERVICE: 
Holly Millsap, left, 
was popular  
Saturday as she 
drove the roving 
bar cart around 
the golf course. 
“It’s wild,” she said.
DAVID  
MONTESINO |  
HOOD COUNTY  
NEWS
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‘Granbury 
Follies’  
premiers 
Sept. 26
One-act play to  
portray Opera 
House restoration
BY ASHLEY INGE
Staff Writer

“Granbury Follies,” a one-act play 
telling the story of how the Gran-
bury Opera House was saved and re-
stored in 1974, will be premiering at 
7:30 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 26, at the 
Granbury Opera House.

Presented by the Bridge Street 
History Center, the play tells the 
story of JoAnn Miller, Joe Nutt and 
other community members as they 
work to save, restore and reopen 
the Granbury Opera House after it 
sat in ruin for almost half a century. 

“The play starts with an afternoon 
before rehearsal that evening,” said 
Phil Groeschel, director of the play. 
“Two actual historical figures, Jo 
Ann Miller, and Joe Nutt, are walk-
ing on stage and there’s an intern 
named Kate and there’s a piano 
player named Harry. Kate and Harry 
each kind of represent a different 
aspect of the Opera House. There 
were a lot of new, very young people 
who were brought in to be in pro-
duction, and help in the technology 
side of the theater. Kate is a ficti-
tious character, but she is embody-
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Former Sears 
site will allow 
for Wiley’s  
expansion
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

The building that once served as 
a Sears appliance store will soon 
become part of Wiley Funeral Home, 
allowing the mortuary to expand its 
services to families.

The Granbury City Council voted 
unanimously at a recent regular 
meeting to approve a Specific Use 
Permit (SUP) with site plan approval 
for the property, located at 420 E. 
U.S. Hwy. 377.

The funeral home has purchased 
the 7,700-square-foot building and 
intends to use it for catered meals, 
receptions, deliveries of flowers, 
memorial services, and office space.

Non-funeral related events may 
also occasionally be held there, ac-

DEAR FRANKIE
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Frankie the rescue dog gives advice 
to other pooches with concerns about 
their stations in life. This new column 
will apear in the Hood County News 
once a week. DIVERSIONS, B1


