
SAM HOUSTON
Sam Houston is the publisher of 
the Hood County News. He is also 
an actor, author, playwright, per-
former and entertainment produc-
er/promoter.

R
ecently the Hood County 
News was contacted to 
run an advertisement 
concerning the current 

city election. The ad was not from 
a candidate or from a political ac-
tion committee but rather from 
an individual expressing his opin-

ion about a particu-
lar candidate. 

The ad was pre-
sented to us at 
deadline, and we 
held the ad until it 
could be reviewed. 
We wanted to make 
a determination if 
any statements in 

the ad rose to a level that could 
create legal liability for the HCN. 
After a review, we will decide 
whether to run the ad or not, and 
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Shrewd planning makes city’s parks a draw 

Visitors 
come to 
Granbury 
to enjoy 
the 
Square, 
bucolic 
green 
belts

BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

Granbury was crowned USA Today’s Best Historic 
Small Town in America two years in a row, and the 
reasons may have as much to do with her natural 
beauty and fun-loving personality as with her charm-
ing square and Opera House.

Making Granbury postcard perfect didn’t happen 
overnight and keeping it that way isn’t easy, or cheap.

Earlier this month, as members of the public swam 
at City Beach Park or sunbathed on sand that the 
city once paid a considerable sum for, city officials 
gathered inside the Lake Granbury Conference Cen-
ter (LGCC) just yards away. Their mission: pore over 

BY ASHLEY INGE
Staff Writer

Granbury resident Cindy Dennis is known around 
Texas as “The Pickle Lady,” earning the nickname by 
creating her own unique, hot dill pickles that are loved 
by most everyone — except herself, that is. 

That’s right. 
The 73-year-old “Pickle Lady” — who has earned 

more than 30 blue ribbons from the State Fair of Texas 
— does not like pickles. 

“I don’t like them. I. Don’t. Like. Pickles,” she empha-
sized. “Every once in a while, I’ll take a bite, but I’m just 
not a pickle person.” 

But that hasn’t stopped her. 
Dennis has continued to gain more customers and 

“groupies” each 

‘My house is like a story’
Cindy Dennis known for pickles, dolls, house of crafts 

Finding fun in the heat 
of a Texas summer
BY LYDIA LONG
Staff Writer

Texas boasts numerous characteristics that it 
flaunts to other states. 

The Lone Star State’s unbeatable barbecue, notori-
ously aggressive driving, and rich pride in its history 
stand out as trademarks that begin to define the es-
sence of being Texan. 

Of course, Texas does not exist without flaws. 
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PARK OF CHOICE: Kaelib Smith, 16, launches off  a deck at the 
Granbury Skatepark.
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DELIGHTFUL DESTINATION: Granbury City Beach Park is a popular destination for visitors like Don Mackenzie, of Grand Prairie, who recently took a dip in the cool water with a metal detector.
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PICKLE LADY: Each jar of Cindy Dennis’ hot dill pickles con-
tains garlic, onions, jalapeno peppers and fresh dill, while 
small pickle chunks are placed at the top. 

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

HCN walks a tightrope 
during this election

Houston


