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CULINARY CHOICES: Students in the Granbury Independent 
School District are given choices on what to include in the 
lunchroom menus of the schools.

PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HUFFMAN | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

PRESS CLIPPINGS: The lore of Jesse James lives even in press coverage of fellow outlaw Billy the Kid. Somehow all the tales seem to lead back to Granbury.
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Re-Elect Granbury City Council 3 years
Lowest Tax Rate in 25 years
Improve Highway 377
New Police Station
Support Wastewater Treatment Plant
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Cresson 
multi-use 
park a go
Developer to bridge 
gap between grant, 
cost of project
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

The city of Cresson, poised to 
grow with completion of the new 
bypass next year, was offered an 
exciting gift: a $500,000 grant for a 
multi-use park, and 23.5 acres do-
nated by developer Ike Thomas to 
put it on.

There was just one problem: The 
city couldn’t afford the extras that 
would be needed but not paid for 
through grant funds — important 
things such as restrooms, a parking 
lot, and a road leading to the prop-
erty.

BY RUSSELL HUFFMAN
Staff Writer

O
ne of Granbury’s favorite legends 
is alive and well and is the subject 
of a Ripley’s Believe it or Not Road 
Show — and just as he has in the 

past, Jesse James is still eluding capture.
Depending on your choices of Western his-

tory, Jesse James was shot in the back of the 
head while straightening a portrait on the 
wall of his Missouri living room in 1882, or 
he faked his death and lived out his days (dy-
ing in 1951) under the name J. Frank Dalton 
in Granbury, Texas.

Either choice is filled with murky details, 
scientific facts, and passed down family his-
tory that attempts to explain away the sci-
ence. There are also oddities like finding a 
one-armed man buried where the alleged 
outlaw was supposed to be interred in Gran-
bury’s city cemetery.

Pay hike 
for election 
workers 
approved
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

Election workers who assist with 
early and Election Day voting will 
see an increase in pay.

The Hood County Commissioners 
Court has granted a request by Elec-
tions Administrator Michele Carew 
to increase compensation for elec-
tion workers, who have not seen a 
pay increase for several years.

The new pay will apply to those 
who assist with the Nov. 2 election. 
Early voting for that election starts 
Monday.

Election Day judges and alternate 
judges will be paid $15 per hour 
and all early voting and Election Day 
clerks will earn $14 per hour.

Before, all workers earned $12 per 
hour.

In addressing the Commissioners 
Court at its recent regular meeting, 
Carew noted that bilingual workers 
receive no extra pay for their ser-
vices. She said that the county is re-
quired to have at least one bilingual 

Early voting starts 
for Nov. 2 election

Outlaw’s tales live on in Granbury lore
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Adding more glitter to this shimmering tale is that in 

the year before he died (1951), Dalton sought to prove he 

was Jesse James and traveled to New York — with none 

other than Hico’s Ollie “Brushy Bill” Roberts.

FINAL RESTING PLACE?: Bullets line the gravestone of Jesse James at the Granbury Cemetery. 
Local lore continues to suggest the outlaw is buried there. 

BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

Early voting starts Monday for 
the Nov. 2 election that will de-
cide local city and school races, 
a liquor question, and eight con-
stitutional amendments.

All early voting will take place 
at Annex 1, 1410 W. Pearl St.

In Granbury, both city and 
school elections will take place. 
Two terms will be expiring for 
each.

For Place 3 on the City Coun-

cil, incumbent Bruce Wadley 
faces Joanie Keays.

For Place 5, Cathy Reidy, 
elected in July to serve out the 
remaining term of Tony Mobly, 
has competition from Steven 
Vale, who serves on the city’s 
Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion.

Both races for the Granbury 
School Board of Trustees have 
three candidates.

Place 4 contenders, in ballot 

School food  
does not have  
to be blah
BY JORDYN STEVENS
Staff Writer

“It tastes like cardboard!”
It’s a typical response from students about their 

school lunches. The same goes for students in the 
Granbury Independent School District.

What many of them don’t take into account is just 
how much their input matters.

“Kids are given choices. And, so, even as early as kin-
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