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STAFF REPORT

A Hazard woman 
still facing more than 100 
charges of abuse in state 
court related to the alleged 
abuse of her children plead-
ed guilty in U.S. District 
Court in London to a charge 
of forced labor, a charge 
which carries a potential of 

20 years in federal prison.
At the same time, in 

state court, the woman, Tif-
fany Louise Walsh, is fac-
ing more than 100 charges 
of criminal abuse, while 
her boyfriend, Jordan Otis, 
is facing more than 100 
charges, including rape, 
sexual abuse and sodomy, 
linked to the same case.

In a plea agreement 
linked to the federal case, 

prosecutors charged that 
between March 2017 
through May 2017, Walsh 
benefi tted from a venture in 
which her four minor chil-
dren were forced to work 
for the benefi t of she and 
Otis (identifi ed in the fed-
eral court documents only 
as J.O.), facing threats and 
abuse for not meeting ex-
pectations.

According to the agree-

ment, Walsh and her chil-
dren began living with Otis 
in Mt. Sterling approximate-
ly seven years ago, and left 
Kentucky to live in several 
states, until they returned 
to live in Hazard in March 
2017.

Neither Walsh nor Otis, 
the documents said were 
gainfully employed and 
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On June 27, the annual “Tiny House 
Cookout” was held at Roy Campbell 
Drive in Hazard, adjacent to the Ken-
tucky Valley Educational Cooperative 
(KVEC) offi ce at the Job Site Center. 
During the event, community members 
were able to tour seven tiny houses up 
for auction. 

The tiny houses are part of the 
“Building it Forward” project spon-
sored by KVEC, in which participating 

local school districts build tiny hous-
es that are showcased then auctioned 
off. This is the third year that the Tiny 
House project has been held in the re-
gion. 

KVEC offi cials said the project is a 
long process, lasting the whole school 
year. Students get the trailers in Au-
gust, work on them throughout the 
school year and then showcase them 
in April, said Danny Vance, a technical 
consultant with KVEC. Once the hous-
es are auctioned off, Vance said, the 
money is then invested into new tiny 

houses. Each participating school re-
ceives a base of $15,000 to buy supplies 
with, then 80 percent of the fi nal auc-
tion bid amount is given to the schools 
to make new houses the following year, 
Vance explained. 

The project, Vance said, started out 
as a grant, and because of the way it is 
set up, it is self-sustaining and on-go-
ing. Other KVEC offi cials agreed. 

“The project is designed to be 
on-going and sustainable each year,” 
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Perry County was re-
cently ranked as nearly the 
last county in the state for 
health outcomes, some-
thing local offi cials say 
they’re attempting to re-
verse.

The Kentucky Center 
for Economic Policy recent-

ly released a report outlin-
ing health issues across the 
state and detailed how state 
tax and budget cuts choic-
es impact communities’ 
health. 

According to the re-
port, in 2018, Kentucky was 
ranked 45th in the nation 
for overall health outcomes. 
In the 2019 report, many 
Appalachian counties were 

among the lowest-ranked 
counties in  Kentucky for 
health outcomes and health 
score factors. 

Perry County was 
ranked 94 out of 120 for 
composite health factors 
and 119 out of 120, second 
to last, for composite health 
outcomes.

The need for better 
healthcare accessibility 

has become clear after the 
Remote Area Medical Free 
Clinic made its second an-
nual visit to Hazard. About 
400 people visited the clinic 
in Hazard in 2018, and 516 
patients received care from 
the clinic this year, amount-
ing to almost $223,000 
worth of care, according to 
Kaylen Mallard, chief devel-
opment offi cer for Remote 

Area Medical. 
Mallard also said the 

clinic is invited to come 
and provide their services 
to underserved areas like 
Hazard, saying there can 
be a lack of accessible and 
affordable dental, vision 
and medical services in ru-
ral areas.
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Sykes has notifi ed the state that the 
company will be laying off a total of 179 
employees.

According to the Kentucky Career 
Center Offi ce of Employer and Appren-
ticeship, the company fi led the notice 
July 1 that it would be laying off near-
ly half its workforce. According to the 
Kentucky Cabinet for Economic De-
velopment, Sykes, established in 2007, 
is a banking services support center/
inbound call center which currently 
employs 375 people.

Despite the announcement, local 
offi cials say they are working with the 
company on the issue and are optimis-
tic.

“I had received a letter a couple 
days ago in the mail about the layoffs 
but our state delegation, our representa-
tive senator, along with our mayor and I 
have went out and met with them,” said 
Perry County Judge-Executive Scott 
Alexander. “It’s devastating news, but 

Walsh and boyfriend still face more than 100 charges each in Perry County

Perry County second to last in state for health outcomes 
Officials say state investments affecting communities health

Woman pleads to forced labor charge

Tiffany Walsh Jordan Otis See PLEADS, Page 3A

Sykes warns 
state of 179 

layoffs

See HEALTH, Page 7A

Hazard Herald photos by Katie Kelley

This year’s Tiny House Auction featured seven houses made by students in local school districts. Many of the houses 
had unique features. 

Tiny house auction and cookout held
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