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BY DESTINY CALDWELL

STAFF WRITER

Both Perry County 
Schools and Hazard Inde-
pendent Schools received 
high marks on The Ken-
tucky Department of Edu-
cation’s new accountability 
system. All of the schools 
part of the Hazard Inde-
pendent Schools system 
received three stars or 
above while only 1 of the 16 
schools in the Perry County 
School district received be-
low three stars. 

Viper Elementary 
School was the only school 
in the county which at-
tained a 5 star rating and 

was recognized at both the 
Elementary and the Middle 
School level. Offi cials from 
both schools say that the 
data shows growth within 
the districts. 

The Kentucky De-
partment of Education’s 
new accountability system 
benchmarks the progress 
of each school district on a 
fi ve-star rating scale. The 
scores given to each school 
and district are based on 
K-PREP (Kentucky Per-
formance Rating for Edu-
cational Progress) testing 
results, reading and math 
profi ciency, profi ciency in 
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More than 50 people attended the Care Cottage’s fundraiser “A Fairy Tea Party” on Sept. 28. The event, held at the Harmony House Bed and Breakfast, was one of the Care Cottage’s many fundraisers 
held during “Supporting Success in Perry County.” During the event, Bailey Richards demonstrated how to create tiny fairy doors, and Nancy Kelly Allen read one of her children’s books. Allen also 
autographed the book and gave it away to one of the children present. “It has been fabulous,” said Pamela Carey, the executive director of the Care Cottage. Carey, along with Sherry Spradlin, the 
owner of the Harmony House, said they hope to make this an annual event. All proceeds from the tea party will benefi t the Care Cottage.
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On Sunday, according 
to Kentucky River Regional 
Jail offi cials, two inmates 
assaulted a guard, stole his 
keys and escaped the jail 
marking the second time in 
three months that inmates 
were able to escape the fa-
cility. 

“At approximately 7:40 
p.m., on Sept. 29, a deputy 
went in to do a cell check, or 
watch tour, which is basical-
ly a trip through the jail and 
the cells,” said KRRJ Ad-
ministrator Lonnie Brewer. 

In one of the cells, Brew-
er said, the inmates claimed 
the shower was clogged, so 

the deputy went to check it.
“When he (the deputy) 

got in the back of the cell 
where the bathroom area 
was, inmates grabbed the 
deputy,” said Brewer. “One 
inmate ripped the chain 
with the cell keys off of the 
deputy, tearing his pants. 
They made their way to 
the door and the deputy fol-
lowed behind them.”

The inmates, Brewer 
said, made it through the 
doors using the keys and 
the deputy was able to fol-
low them. Once they were 
past that door, the inmates 
assaulted the deputy a sec-
ond time before escaping 
Brewer said. The deputy, 

John Miller

Officials: Two inmates assault deputy, escape jail
One apprehended, one remains at large
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Care Cottage holds ‘A Fairy Tea Party’

Viper Elementary School 
students at work in the 
classroom. Viper Ele-
mentary School received 
the highest scores of the 
Perry County Schools 
District and Hazard In-
dependent Schools by 
the state through a new 
accountability system. 
Viper Elementary was the 
only school in the coun-
ty to receive fi ve stars at 
the elementary and mid-
dle school level.
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Viper Elementary gets five star rating
Assessment shows growth in both Hazard Independent and Perry County School districts
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