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BY DESTINY CALDWELL

STAFF WRITER

Independence Day saw 
a number of events within 
Hazard and Perry County 
as part of the celebration. 
Events available to the pub-
lic included a community 
fi sh fry, parade, freedom 
fl oat, live music and a fi re-
works display. Downtown 
Coordinator Bailey Rich-
ards said the festivities end-
ed up being a success.

The first event of the 
day was the communi-
ty fish fry. The local fire 
departments prepared 
fried fish, fries, cole slaw, 
baked beans and water-
melon for the public while 

BY DESTINY CALDWELL

STAFF WRITER

Offi cials said this week a 
small mistake led to huge con-
sequences after a deputy at 
the Kentucky River Regional 
Jail dropped a set of keys in-
side the facility, ultimately al-
lowing four inmates to escape. 

Jail Administrator Lonnie 
Brewer said Wednesday that 
there is an ongoing investiga-
tion into the incident and that 
law enforcement offi cials were 
still looking for three of the 
four escapees. 

“Yesterday (July 8) after 
dinner, roughly when they 
were picking up trays, one of 
the deputies dropped a set of 
keys,” said Brewer. “Unfor-
tunately the keys were swept 

BY KATIE KELLEY

STAFF WRITER 

For months, the Haz-
ard Independent Board of 
Education has been going 
through the process of in-
terviewing candidates to 
hire as the new superinten-
dent for district. On July 1, 
Sondra Combs assumed 
the role of superintendent 

for the Hazard Independent 
school district, and had her 
fi rst offi cial day in offi ce. 

“As I begin the journey 
as superintendent, I am ex-
cited about the upcoming 
year,” said Combs. “It is an 
honor to have this incredi-
ble opportunity to provide 
academic excellence in a 

BY KATIE KELLEY

STAFF WRITER

Recently, a Kentucky 
Substance Use Research 
and Enforcement (K-SURE) 
study was released, provid-
ing an overview of the fi ve 
most prevalent substances 

in 2018 Kentucky overdos-
es.

According to K-SURE 
offi cials involved in the 
study process, the study 
was done in a partnership 
between the Kentucky State 
Police and the Kentucky 
Injury Prevention and Re-

search Center in an effort 
to use data to drive public 
safety and public health ef-
forts against substance use 
across the Commonwealth.

The report discusses 
statistics relating to the 
substances fentanyl, co-
caine, methamphetamine, 

opioids and heroin, and ex-
amines and compares rates 
of possession and traffi ck-
ing citations, overdose re-
lated deaths, ER visits and 
hospitalizations and KSP 
lab submissions related to 
those substances from Jan. 
1, 2017 through Dec. 31, 

2018.
Capt. Jennifer Sandlin, 

of KSP Post 13, said this is 
the fi rst report of this kind 
regarding overdoses. 

“Before, public health 
had their data and the state 

Hazard Herald photos by Destiny Caldwell and Katie Kelly

Food, fun and fireworks drew large crowds to downtown Hazard Independence Day for a community celebration that was bigger than 
past years’ and also a success, officials said.

Fourth of July celebrations in downtown Hazard 

Drug study shows some drug use on
decline, other drug use increases

Five most present drugs in overdoses identified

Four escape from KRRJ, three
inmates still at large

Kenneth Franklin
Spurlock, 29, 6 feet 
tall, 150 pounds. A 
state inmate from 

Printer in Floyd Coun-
ty, before the escape, 
he was being held on 

charges of first-degree 
promoting contraband, 

fleeing or evading 
police and tampering 

with evidence.

Steven Ray Smith, 38, 
5 feet, 10 inches tall, 
160 pounds. Before 
the escape he was 

lodged on charges of 
flagrant non-support, 

first-degree trafficking 
in a controlled sub-

stance, possession of 
a firearm by a convict-

ed felon and sec-
ond-degree burglary. 

James E. Reed, 25, 

6 feet, 2 inches tall, 

200 pounds. Before 

the escape, he was 

lodged on charges of 

trafficking in marijua-

na, possession of a 

firearm by a convicted 

felon and fourth-de-

gree assault.

On July 1, Sondra 
Combs assumed 
the role of super-
intendent for the 
Hazard Indepen-
dent school dis-
trict. 
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Hazard Independent’s 
new superintendent 

takes office
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