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Black Gold plans 

continue, festival to 

be held next week
BY KATIE KELLEY

STAFF WRITER

As the COVID-19 pan-

demic continues and cases 

rise throughout the area, 

many communities are ex-

pressing a growing concern 

over upcoming festivals. Al-

though it was canceled due 

to the pandemic last year, 

this year the Black Gold 

Committee has decided 

they will continue with their 

plans to hold the festival. 

The Black Gold Festi-

val, which will be held Sept. 

16-18, will encourage sever-

al safety precautions, said 

committee members. 

One of the safety mea-

sures being taken, said the 

committee, is in regards to 

food booths.

“We have talked with 

all our food booths and 

they are to wear a mask 

and gloves the whole time 

they’re serving,” said Terry 

Feltner, chair of the Black 

Gold Planning Committee. 

In addition to the use of 

masks and gloves, Feltner 

said sanitizer will be avail-

able at booths throughout 

the festival as well as along 

the street. 

“We have rented fi ve 

hand washing stations that 

will be set up along the 

route of the festival for peo-

ple to use,” Feltner said. 

The Black Gold Festi-

val Committee, said Felt-

ner, is trying to make the 

2021 Black Gold Festival as 

safe and fun as possible for 

guests. 

“Everything we’re do-

ing is outside, there’s noth-

ing that’s going to be in-

doors,” said Feltner. “We’re 

trying to keep it as safe as 

possible so if they feel com-

fortable wearing a mask I 

suggest they wear a mask. 

I think we’re taking every 

precaution we can to make 

it comfortable for every-

one.”

Currently the entertain-

ment schedule is still not 

fi nished, said Nikki Begley 

from the Black Gold Com-

mittee, but the main acts as 

of Sept. 3 include several lo-

cal and well-known talents. 

On Thursday, Sept. 16, 

the Hazard High School 

chorus will be performing 

at noon, and the Hazard Per-

ry Community Choir will be 

performing at 6 p.m. On Fri-

day, Sept. 17, Jordan Family 

Band will perform at 6 p.m.; 

Carla Pack and Groove Es-

sential will perform at 7:30 

p.m.; and Chayce Beckham, 

the American Idol 2021 win-

ner, will perform at 9 p.m. 

On Saturday, Sept. 18, Mid-

life Crisis will perform at 7 

p.m. and Priscilla Block will 

perform at 8:30 p.m.

Each year the Black 

Gold Festival Planning 

Committee brings in both 

new attractions as well as 

returning favorites. While 

many of the vendors and 

booths are from out of the 

area, several local business-

es and organizations set up 

at the festival. This year, 

guests and community 

members are encouraged 

to support local booths and 

local businesses located 

downtown. 

Feltner said one of the 

ways people can do this is to 

shop locally. 

Over the last two 

years, said Feltner, many 

new businesses, such as 

the Read Spotted Newt, 

HCTC to hold first Fall Trail of Enchantment
A HAZARD HERALD

STAFF REPORT

Hazard Community and Tech-

nical College (HCTC) will host its 

fi rst annual Fall Trail of Enchant-

ment on Oct 21-23 to entertain chil-

dren and families during the Fall/

Halloween season with displays 

created by Perry County business-

es and organizations. HCTC said 

they will be working closely with 

area schools to allow their students 

the opportunity to design and dec-

orate scarecrows or pumpkins that 

will be displayed on the trail.

HCTC will provide signage 

with the participant’s logo to iden-

tify their participation. Each crew 

will be recognized on the HCTC 

website and shared with their social 

media pages, Facebook, Instagram 

and Twitter. Each visitor to the Trail 

of Enchantment will be able to vote 

for their favorite display. First, sec-

ond and third place trophies will be 

awarded.

Setup for the event will be avail-

able on Oct. 18, 19 and 20 from 9:00 

a.m.– 4:00 p.m. Each display will be 

assigned a location on its installa-

tion day. HCTC will provide a yard 

sign recognizing each business 

as well as a spotlight for evenings. 

HCTC will not be responsible for 

any loss or damage to entries. Par-

ticipants should be sure to inspect 

their display periodically and fresh-

en it as needed, said HCTC offi cials, 

because the entry represents their 

business/organization and they 

will want it to look great the entire 

time. HCTC reserves the right to 

use photographs of the entries for 

future publicity. Participants may 

dismantle the display any time on 

Monday, Oct. 25.

No materials that are harm-

ful to the environment should be 

used. Display installation must be 

scheduled by appointment. You 

must have your display complete by 

Wednesday, Oct. 20 at 5:00 p.m. Lo-

cations will be determined on the 

day of installation by HCTC staff. 

Your display must stay in place until 

Saturday, Oct. 23.

For more details, contact Carla 

Seals by calling, (606) 487-3072, or 

emailing, carla.seals@kctcs.edu.
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