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The Hazard ARH Re-

gional Medical Center wel-

comed its fi rst newborn of 

the new year born on Jan. 1 

at 1:21 a.m.

Waylin David Cooper 

was delivered by Dr. Robin 

Whitaker at Hazard ARH 

Regional Medical Center.

He weighed seven 

pounds and 9.2 ounces, and 

was 18 inches long. Waylin’s 

mother is Patricia Baker 

and his grandmother is Jes-

se Noble. Baker said she 

has three daughters ages 

eight, three and two, and 

said Waylin is her fi rst baby 

boy. The family resides in 

Jackson.

As the fi rst baby born 

at Hazard ARH in 2021, the 

hospital gave Waylin and 

his family a large baby bath-

tub full of items every baby 

needs including a baby mon-

itor. Baker and her family 

said the care they received 

from the doctor and nurses 

was excellent. 

“It was around 10 p.m. 

when I went into labor and 

shortly after I told my moth-

er it was time to travel to 

Hazard ARH,” Baker said. 

“Once we arrived at the hos-

pital, the nurses gave me 

excellent care. My baby boy 

came quickly and naturally 

as the ARH nurses coached 

me throughout labor. They 

were all great.”

Hazard ARH Region-

al Medical Center offi cials 

said their facility offers 

private labor-delivery-re-

covery rooms with private 

baths in a home-like atmo-

sphere where the focus is on 
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In celebration of the fi rst newborn of 2021, Hazard ARH Re-

gional Medical Center gave baby Waylin and his mother Patricia 

Baker and grandmother Jesse Noble a large baby bathtub fi lled 

with baby gifts, including a baby monitor and a large gift basket 

fi lled with many baby items.

Hazard ARH celebrates 

first newborn of 2021

See NEWBORN, Page 8A

Water shortage, leaks continue; 

city experiences gas leak as well
BY KATIE KELLEY

STAFF WRITER

After several areas of the city 

and county experienced water leaks, 

shortages and outages, offi cials with 

the City of Hazard began working on 

repairing multiple waterline breaks, 

and the city declared a certifi cate of 

emergency. This week, several busi-

nesses and residents throughout the 

City of Hazard were also affected by 

a major gas leak. 

Last week, on Dec. 30, a certifi -

cate of emergency was declared by 

the city. Tony Eversole, the assistant 

city manager of Hazard, signed a cer-

tifi cate of emergency stating that the 

City of Hazard was under an emer-

gency condition involving the supply 

of water to its customers both inside 

and outside the city due to severe 

weather conditions experienced in 

the past weeks which caused multi-

ple serious waterline breaks and the 

serious loss of water storage capacity 

in all parts of the system. 

This shortage, the certifi cate 

said, threatens disruption of service 

to residential, commercial and indus-

trial customers in various parts of 

the system. Due to this, city offi cials 

are asking any residential, com-

mercial and industrial customers to 

conserve, reduce, ration or restrict 

water usage for the duration of the 
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After days of experiencing water shortages in certain areas, offi cials with the city of 

Hazard began distributing cases of water to community members.

See LEAKS, Page 8A

Local schools return to virtual instruction, plan 

for in-person instruction return next week
BY KATIE KELLEY

STAFF WRITER

On Monday, Jan. 4, 

both the Hazard Indepen-

dent School District and 

the Perry County School 

District returned to virtual 

instruction with plans to 

return to in-person instruc-

tion next week. Superinten-

dents with both districts 

said they are working 

closely with healthcare of-

fi cials to ensure the safety 

of students, staff and the 

community at large. 

Hazard students re-

mained in virtual instruc-

tion for the week of Jan. 

4-8. Offi cials with the Haz-

ard Independent school 

district hosted a Facebook 

Live event on Jan. 4 to re-

view protocols and guide-

lines.

“I know that this virus 

has put a strain on families 

and the community, but 

we always step up to the 

challenge and do our best 

for our children,” said Haz-

ard Independent Super-

intendent Sondra Combs. 

“Please continue to follow 

all COVID-19 protocols 

so that we may return to 

some type of normalcy. As 

always, safety of our stu-

dents and staff are our top 

priority.”

Combs said after con-

sulting with KDE and 

the Department of Local 

Health, the Hazard Inde-

pendent district will be 

resuming their hybrid sys-

tem of in-person and vir-

tual instruction options on 

Jan. 11. 

“This means those 

families that wish to send 

their students for in-per-

son instruction will have 

that option, and those that 

wish to remain virtual will 

also have that option,” said 

Combs. “The in-person op-

tion will be every day Mon-

day through Friday. The 

buses will run the same 

routes we were using be-

fore.”

“As a district, offering 

high quality instruction is 

very important, along with 

the social and emotional 

health of our students,” 

said Combs. 

Principals of Hazard 

Independent Schools also 

spoke during the meeting 

and reminded communi-

ty members of the proto-

cols that will need to be 

followed. Temperature 

checks and masks are still 

required in the every facili-

ty, social distancing will be 

practiced and enforced and 

extra cleaning precautions 

will be utilized said school 

offi cials. Other measures, 

such as designated drop 

off and pick up locations 

based on grade level, as 

well as a set meal location 

and schedule, will be tak-

en, said offi cials. 

“It went really well for 

us the fi rst semester and 

basically we’re doing the 

same thing (plan),” said 

Hazard High School Prin-

cipal Donald “Happy” Mo-

belini. “We’ve taken every 

precaution known to man.”

“Our approach that we 

used back in Sept. will be 

the same approach we use 

going forward,” agreed 

Hazard Middle School 

See SCHOOLS, Page 8A

COVID-19 vaccinations continue in Perry County
BY KATIE KELLEY

STAFF WRITER

On Dec. 29, offi cials with the 

Kentucky River District Health 

Department began phase 1A of the 

COVID-19 vaccination process, and 

have since expanded into phase 1B. 

Scott Lockard, public health 

director of the KRDHD, said the 

KRDHD recently lost their region-

al epidemiologist and has had to 

change the format of their daily 

case summary and updates. In-

stead of listing the total, active, 

recovered and deaths, the KRDHS 

currently has to base case informa-

tion on what the state is reporting 

and those numbers were behind. 

“We’re trying to reconcile our 

data with the state,” said Lockard. 

“The reason we had to change (the 

format) is we lost our regional ep-

idemiologist and they told me it’s 

going to be probably 90 days before 

they could get me a new epi. So the 

person that was doing all that for 

me before, we don’t have now. The 

state epi team is what is providing 

that now.”

Lockard said that with the 

change of format, the KRDHD has 

shifted focus to vaccinating the 

community in phases. 

“We are focused now on vacci-

nating, so instead of just reporting 

numbers and doing surveillance, 

we are now actively engaged in 

vaccinating fi rst responders,” said 

Lockard. “We have so many fi rst 

responders we had to spread it out.

“Our hospital has been working 

on the hospital staff and healthcare 

workers,” said Lockard. “ARH is do-

ing a great job about that. Primary 

Care Center has vaccinated all their 

staff,” he said. “We’re working to 

get that disseminated as best as we 
Photo courtesy of KRDHD

Last week, the KRDHD started administering the COVID-19 vaccine Moderna to 

fi rst responders and frontline workers in their service area. Perry County Sheriff 

Joe Engle, along with many other local leaders, received the vaccine.See COVID, Page 8A


