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Blackhawk 
plans financial
re-organization
AN APPALACHIAN NEWSPAPERS

STAFF REPORT

A coal company that owns 
two Perry County-based coal 
companies is planning to fi le for 
a fi nancial reorganization under 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy.

Blackhawk Mining, LLC 
announced on July 15 that 
reached an agreement with 
more than 90 percent of its lend-
ers on the terms of a fi nancial 
restructuring. 

“The transformative trans-
action will eliminate over 60 
percent of the company’s to-
tal debt and provide over $150 
million of incremental liquid-
ity,” a press release said. “The 
transaction will be effectuated 
through a ‘pre-packaged’ bank-
ruptcy fi ling that will allow the 
process to move swiftly to com-
pletion within 60 days and with 
no disruption to the Company’s 
employees, customers, or ven-
dors.”

Blackhawk is the owner 
of the Hazard-based Blue Di-
amond Coal Company, which 
has several active and inactive 
facilities in Perry and surround-
ing counties. The company 
also owns Hazard-based Pine 
Branch Mining, which has ac-
tive and inactive facilities in 
Perry County.

Blackhawk entered into a 
Restructuring Support Agree-
ment with more than 90 percent 
of its lenders and more than 80 
percent of its equity holders and 
is solicitation a plan of reorgani-
zation, the press release said. 

To facilitate the restructur-
ing, Blackhawk and “substan-
tially all of its wholly-owned 
subsidiaries” will fi le voluntary 
petitions for reorganization un-
der Chapter 11 of the Bankrupt-
cy Code in the United States 
Bankruptcy Court of Delaware, 
the press release said. 

Blackhawk, its lenders and 
its equity holders have agreed 

See BLACKHAWK, Page 4A

One escaped inmate caught, two remain at large
BY KATIE KELLEY

STAFF WRITER

One of the three re-
maining inmates who es-
caped from the Kentucky 
River Regional Jail last 
Monday, July 8, has been 
found and brought back into 
custody.

On July 11, Steven 
Smith, 38, of Hazard, was 
taken into custody by the 
Kentucky State Police Post 

13 and the Perry County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce. 

“KSP was in the Chris-
topher area on another com-
plaint and they spotted him 
(Smith),” said KRRJ Ad-
ministrator Lonnie Brew-
er. Troopers, Brewer said, 
were unsure if it was Smith 
at fi rst, so they fi nished 
responding to the original 
complaint before returning 
to the area to confi rm if the 

Steven Smith, 
one of the in-
mates who es-
caped from the 
KRRJ on July 8, 
was found and 
brought back 
into custody last 
Thursday, July 11.

Hazard Herald photos 
by Katie KelleySee INMATE, Page 4A

Hazard Herald photos by Katie Kelley

Early Sunday morning, July 14, the body of  Marlena Holland Howard Hurt, 37, was found in the Bobby Davis Park in Hazard. Police 
said Hurt was beaten and stabbed and her throat was cut, allegedly by a man who was residing at the Hope House, a facility at 
which she was also residing.

Body found in Bobby Davis Park, 
suspect arrested for murder

BY KATIE KELLEY

STAFF WRITER

A Leslie County man has 
been arrested in connection 
with the murder of a Hazard 
woman. 

At approximately 6:24 
a.m., July 14, the Hazard Po-
lice Department received a 
call expressing concern for a 
local female at the Bobby Da-
vis Park. Upon arrival, HPD 
offi cials said, offi cers discov-
ered the body of a female, later 
identifi ed as Marlena Holland 
Howard Hurt, 37, of Hazard. 

Hurt, offi cials said, ap-
peared to have been beaten to 
death. 

“It looks like blunt force 
trauma from a rock and she 
had several puncture wounds 
and her throat was slit,” said 
HPD Chief of Police Minor 
Allen. A knife, Allen said, has 
been recovered and is being 
examined. Based on physical 
evidence obtained and locat-
ed around the park, offi cers 

believe the crime occurred in 
the park, Allen said.

Hurt’s body, Allen said, 
was sent to Frankfort for an 
autopsy.

Early Monday morning, 
Anthony Ray Lewis, 47, for-
merly of Yeaddiss, was taken 
into custody at approximate-
ly 8:40 a.m., by Deputy Chief 
James East and charged with 
Hurt’s murder.

“We located him about 
half a mile to a mile above the 
old Big Creek School walking 
beside the road,” said Allen. 
“We had a bunch of tips this 
morning (July 15) that he was 
in that area, and we were re-
sponding to those.”

According to Allen, Ken-
tucky State Police and Perry 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce were 
also assisting the HPD in 
searching for Lewis.

Allen said that tips and 
community support played a 
large role in the apprehension 
of Lewis. 

“We were very apprecia-

tive of the public’s cooperation 
in this case. All the tips made 
a huge difference in this case 
as far as locating him,” said 
Allen. 

Allen said Hurt and Lewis 

Murder raises 
questions about 

Hope House
Threats against facility 

cause temporary closure
BY KATIE KELLEY

STAFF WRITER

In the days since a brutal murder 
was discovered at the Bobby Davis 
Park, community members have ex-
pressed concern about the incident, the 
homeless population, the Hope House 
Homeless Shelter and how the alleged 
perpetrator Anthony Ray Lewis was 
out on parole and no one in the area 
seemed to know.

“This is a problem we have to ad-
dress,” Hazard City Commissioner 
Susan Brotherton said this week.. “We 
(the city) made (Hurt) available. They 

See HOPE, Page 9A
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Anthony Lewis, 47, of Yead-
diss, has been arrested by 
the HPD and charged with 
the murder of a Perry Coun-
ty woman.

See MURDER, Page 9A


