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BY KATIE KELLEY

STAFF WRITER

The trial for a 
Knott County man 
accused of multiple 
rape and sexual abuse 
charges allegedly 
committed against 
two family members 
under 12 years of age 
from 2013-2016 ended 
after a week-long trial. 

During the tri-
al, Jerry Sizemore, 
of Sassafrass, was 
facing 89 counts in-
cluding incest (20 
counts), fi rst-degree 
rape of a victim un-
der 12 years of age 
(14 counts), incest — 
forcible compulsion/
incapable of consent 
or under 18 years 
of age (18 counts), 

fi rst-degree sexual 
abuse of a victim un-
der 12 years of age (9 
counts), fi rst-degree 
sodomy of a victim un-
der 12 years of age (12 
counts) and fi rst-de-
gree rape (16 counts). 

On Friday, Sept. 
6, the jury found Size-
more not guilty of all 
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On Sept. 7, Gov. Matt Bev-
in joined Congressman Harold 
“Hal” Rogers, Kentucky Energy 
and Environment Cabinet (EEC) 
Secretary Charles Snavely and 
other state and local offi cials in 
Eastern Kentucky to celebrate 

more than $5 million in funding 
for three economic development 
projects in Perry, Knott and 
Breathitt counties.

According to a statement, 
the AML Pilot Program, funded 
through OSMRE, is a program 
administered by the Energy and 
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The Appalachian Arts Alliance has been 
working through the demolition phase of the 
Art Station project for months and is begin-
ning the build-back phase. 

Downtown Coordinator and AAA board 
member Bailey Richards said that organiz-
ers are glad the community is able to see the 
work put into the project. 

“There’s been actual physical stuff go-
ing on there since probably the end of May or 
the beginning of June, but a lot of it has been 
happening in the back so I’ve had a ton of 
people come up and say, ‘I thought you guys 
were working on it , I thought you guys were 

Knott man found not guilty 
of 89 sex abuse charges

Millions of dollars in AML 
grants to benefit Perry 

County, others

The Appalachian Art Alliance 
has brought down the fi nal wall 
of the demolition phase of the 
Art Station and the build-back 
phase of the project is already 
beginning. 
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Art Station demolition finishing

See AAA, Page 3A

See TRIAL, Page 7A See GRANTS, Page 8A

Perry County remembers Sept. 11
Each year since Sept. 11, 2001, Cash Express has 
shown their appreciation for local fi rst respond-
ers by delivering patriotically-decorated cakes and 
signed boards on Sept. 11. “To see the reaction 
of people, they really appreciate everything. It is 
heartwarming,” said Glenda Hollins, a manager at 
Cash Express. The store members order cakes with 
American fl ags and “Thank You” written in frosting, 
and have community members write heartfelt mes-
sages on large cardboard displays. They then de-
livered and visited with fi rst responders, including 
both houses of the Hazard Fire Department, Hazard 
National Guard Armory, Perry County 911 Dispatch 
Center, Kentucky State Police Post 13, Hazard Po-
lice Department, Perry County Sheriff’s Department 
and the Perry County Ambulance Service. This year, 
a new stop was added to the list — Shanna Couch 
Holliday, the wife of recently-deceased KSP member 
Donald Loren “Doc” Holliday.
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FCSD: Perry 
man found 
with 1.5 

pounds of 
meth

BY MARY MEADOWS

APPALACHIAN NEWSPAPERS 

PRESTONSBURG — A Perry 
County resident was arrested on 
Friday during an investigation that 
led to what offi cials with the Floyd 
County Sheriff ’s Department say is 
the largest meth bust reported since 
Sheriff John Hunt took offi ce.

Executing a search warrant in 
an investigation that started with 
calls to the department’s anony-
mous tip line, deputies confi scated 
650 grams, or nearly 1.5 pounds, 
of suspected methamphetamine in 
Prestonsburg. 

Offi cials report the street value 
of the drugs confi scated is about 
$65,000. 

Scott Logan Reesor, 18, of Haz-
ard, was arrested and charged with 

On Sept. 11, the Paul E. Patton East-
ern Kentucky Veterans Center held 
a lunch and prayer for veterans and 
fi rst responders in remembrance of 
the events that took place on Sept. 
11, 2001. Those in attendance were 
offered free pizza and drinks while 
also praying and honoring the lives 
lost during 9/11. 
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See METH, Page 2A


