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During the COVID-19 
pandemic, several families 

and individuals faced food 
insecurity as a result of 
loss of employment, loss of 
homes, loss of loved ones 
and other circumstances. 
In an effort to help replen-
ish and restock the shelves 
of local food pantries, AEP 
Kentucky Power, along with 
multiple community part-
ners, participated in the 
Power Up the Pantry event, 
taking up donations of 
non-perishable food items, 
toiletries and money on 
Thursday, Aug. 26. Dona-
tions will benefi t God’s Pan-
try Food Bank and Facing 
Hunger Food Bank commu-
nity agencies.

Drives were set up at 
various locations and took 
place all day. Locations 
included the ARH Medi-
cal Mall off of Black Gold 

Blvd in Hazard; as well as 
in Ashland, Pikeville and 
Prestonsburg. In Hazard, 
offi cials with the event said 
they collected approximate-
ly 1,926 pounds of food; 
2,800 pounds of soap and 
cleaning supplies; and $600 
of monetary donations. 

Shane Allen, Kentucky 
Power customer service 
account manager, said Ken-
tucky Power is grateful to 
be able to hold the event 
and help the community.  

“KY Power tries to do 
this every year,” said Al-
len. “We just try to make it 
a great event once a year to 
gather as much donations 
of food or other supplies — 
also monetary donations — 
whatever we can get from 
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Power Up the Pantry collects thousands of items for community pantry

Hazard Herald photo by Katie Kelley

During last week’s Power Up the Pantry, partners collected nearly 2,000 pounds of food, nearly 
3,000 pounds of cleaning supplies and around $600 in monetary donations.See PANTRY, Page 5A

Mother Goose building regains top

Hazard Herald photo by Barb Skeens

Last week, the Mother Goose head was returned to the building bringing the family and community members much relief and 
joy.
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On Aug. 27, community mem-
bers gathered on North Main Street 
to rejoice as the Mother Goose head 
was reattached to the building. The 
head, which collapsed near the end 
of March earlier this year, fell as a 
result of weather and time related 
damage. Since then, local carpenter 
Keith Miller, of Keith Miller Con-
struction, has been rebuilding the 
neck and head of the local landmark. 

Miller said the project was chal-
lenging but rewarding. Throughout 
his time working on the head, Miller 
tried to use as many materials from 
the original head as possible to keep 

the history in tact, while also adding 
new material to make it last several 
more years. 

“I told her to send me every piece 
of wood she had there. I tried to fi g-
ure out from there what it looked like 
and how to build it. It was a project,” 
said Miller. 

“On the second weekend I asked 
what the hell have I got myself into 
because it wasn’t working out, but 
we fi gured it out,” he said, stating 
that he looked at old photographs 
and kept re-arranging the structur-
al rings until it worked. “It was just 
mangled so bad. I used fi ve struc-
tural rings but I built new ones and 
put (them) right above them sand-
wiched right beside them.”

Miller said he has not been tak-
ing on many construction projects 
lately, but did agree to take this one 
on for the challenge. 

“I like a challenge,” said Miller. 
“Basically I don’t even do carpentry 
work no more hardly, just for myself, 
but I took that project on.

“I was frustrated. It was a tough 
project to get started on, but once I 
seen how they had done it - you know 
you’ve got to see how other people 
done it too,” Miller said, adding that 
he was worried about the stability 
of the head, but once he got into the 
project it went smoothly. 

Miller said he is thankful for the 
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Local health officials: 
COVID-19 rates will 

continue to rise
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Throughout Perry 
County and across the 
state, COVID-19 cases are 
continuing to rise, and ac-
cording to local healthcare 
offi cials, this trend will fol-
low in the coming weeks. 
With the increase of cases 
and community transmis-
sion levels, local healthcare 
providers are continuing to 
promote COVID-19 vacci-
nation efforts throughout 
Perry County. 

During the Aug. 24 
Chamber of Commerce 
meeting, Kentucky River 
District Health Depart-
ment Public Health Direc-
tor Scott Lockard spoke to 
chamber members about 
the status of COVID-19 in 
the area and what they can 
do to help. 

“The status of COVID 
in our community, as we 
look right now, we are see-
ing our most challenging 
time here in this district of 
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Hazard, Perry schools 
continue to operate 
during pandemic
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After multiple changes 
were recently enacted by 
the legislature in order to 
limit school districts’ ability 
to go fully virtual, as well as 
the limiting of any statewide 
mask mandates to be is-
sued,  Hazard Independent 
and Perry County School 
Districts are continuing to 
operate as normally as they 
can under the circumstanc-
es of the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Recently, during the 
Aug. 24 Chamber of Com-

merce meeting, Kentucky 
River District Health De-
partment Public Health 
Director Scott Lockard dis-
cussed how the legislative 
changes limiting Gov. Andy 
Beshear’s executive powers 
could impact the school sys-
tems, and said it is vital that 
good decisions are made 
locally. 

“The legislature passed 
new laws this past session 
of the legislature that has 
dramatically weakened 
the governor’s executive 
powers here in the state 
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